



Scand 

87208 
Supp 

RESERVE, 
I BUREAU 



^^ 



l^jPWW^HHBBWi^Ww 







2 3 4 5 



9 10 11 12 13 14 




%-^^ 






O f 



= 


1 

m 






cm 



2 3 4 



9 10 11 12 13 14 



/^^^ 



cm 



2 3 



,-v- .J| 



III llll|llll llll|llll llll|l 
10 11 12 13 




^Xid 



8 



P'f 2od/Vi 



t *"! 



R e lex V-^ (X, i^^Q. ,^^^j^^ 



LETTERS 



FROM 



SCANDINAVIA, 



ON THE 



PAST AND PRESENT STATE 



OF THE 



NORTHERN NATIONS 



OF 



•> 



EUROPE, 



[ llO V ?'>^-.^^ -^*-^- I "^^-^tl- I O ii. 



VOL. I. 



LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR G. G. AND J. ROBIKSON, 
PATERNOSTER-ROW. 



MDCCXCVl. 



li^i% 



MLS" 
SEMEVUVE 






cm 



2 3 4 5 6 7 



9 10 11 12 13 



CONTENTS. 



OF +HE 



FIRST VOLUME. 



LETTER r. 



Petersburg one ofthegreatejl Centres of 
human Society. — Diverfity of Drefs, Lan- 
guage, and Manners. — PerfeQ Toleration in 
Matters of Religion — but Reflraint in thofe 
of Government. — The PuniJJoment of the 
Knout. — The Kncut-mafter -^ — - 

lETTER ll. 

A'rccities common in all Periods of the Ruffian 

Government. — Voluntary Subniiffion of the 

Ruffians to Defpotijm. — Inflames of the Fe- 

A 3 rodty 



P»gc 



i 

m 

i 

i 


= 



VI 



CONTENTS. 



rocity of Peter.— JcHon and Rc-amon he- ""^^ 
t-wem tyranny in a Government and Degra- 
dation in a People.— Difficulty of political 
Reform^ and Danger of political Innova- 
tion.—Igjtorance and Ohfthiacy of the Ruf- 
fians— overcome in a great Msafure by the 
perfeveri::g Energy and JVifdom of Govern- 
ment.—Magnanirdiy and other Virtues as 
-^ell as Talents of Catharine II. jg 

LETTER III. 

Slownefs of progreffive Improvement. -^The Cir- 
cuwftances that promoted various Improve- 
ments in England — contrafted with many un- 
to-xard Circumjiances in the Condition of the 
RuJJians. — 'The Emprefs Anne, and Admini- 
ftralion of Count Biron. — The Emprefs Eli. 
zabeth.—The Fall of Peter III.— E^nr ernes 
of KnoTzledge and Ignorance in Rujfia, and 
of Rudenefs and Barbarifm. — Errors of 
former Sovereigns of Ruffia, in their Mode 
. of endeavouring to diffufe Knowledge through- 
out the Empire . 

LETTER IV. 

Wife Attention of the prefent Emprefs Catha^ 

rine IL to the Improvement of the lower 

5 ' ' Orders 



CONTENTS. 



Page 



Orders of her SubjeSfs. — Circumftances that 
retard and obftruSl the Progrejs of Im- 
frovement in RuJJia. — Slavery of the Pea^ 
fants. — Mi/application of Study exemplified 
in the Purfuits of a Ruffian Bijhop. — ■ 
Situation and CharaSier of the Ruffian 
Clergy 57 

LETTER V. 

Winter Drefs and Diverjions of the Ruffians. 
— Manners and Cujioms, — Ruffian Ju- 
bilee. — Ancient and Modern Drejfes of the 
Ruffians — — . 73 

LETTER VI. 

At Peterfiarg the moft firiking Affemllage of all 
Nations. — fhe native good Tafie of the Ruf- 
fans for Mufic. — 'Hhe Ruffian Theatre 86 

LETTER VII. 

A Tragi-corMdy performed by Ruffian ftrolling 
Players. — An hiftorical Play, written by her 
Imperial Majefty Catharine II. — 95 

LETTER Vlir. 

Eajier Holidays. — The River Neva. — Ruf- 

fian Climate. — Winter Market at Peterfburg^ 

A 4 & great 



\ 



w 


m 


1 


f/f 

% 


1 


>{ 



■"■*--*'^ 



'J-'--^ 



ViU 



CON T EN TS. 



Page 



a great Curiofity.-^The Benefit which the 
Ruffians derive from Jevere Frofts 104 

LETTER IX. 

Of the Tartar Army at Peterfburg, — Reflec- 
tions upon War.— Of the Propriety of driv- 
ing the Turks out of Europe—and giving 
a King to Greece from the Befcendants of 
Peter the Great ^ jq 

LETTER X. 

Former State of Ruffia.—Of the Tartar Na- 
tions.— Of the Conqueji of China by the 
Tartars j j. g 

LETTER XI. 

Fimiijh Nations. — Error of Mr. Buffon.— 
Cujloms and Manners of the Tartar Na- 
tions. — Of the Religion of barbarous Na- 
tions.— Similarity of Cuftoms between the 
Tartars and American Indians 



^ZZ 



LETTER XII. 

The different Tartar Tribes .—Marriage Ce- 
remonies.- A Tartar Biv or ce. --Trial for 
Adultery in Tartary.^^I art avian Gods and 
Goddeffes.— Funeral Orations.— Anecdotes 
of the Circaffians.—A Tartar Lwe Song 

LETTER 



142 



CONTENTS. 



IX 



I 



LETTER XIII. 

Cujioms and Manners of the Tartars. — Inte- 
rejiing Anecdote of the Torgoi Horde. — 
Specimens of Tartar Poetry, from the Ruf- 
fidn Travellers. — M. Pallas' s Account of 
the Kalmucs.— Anecdotes of the Tongujians, 
the btft of all the Tartar Nations. — Po- 
litenefs to their Women — — 

LETTER XIV.~ 

The Ruffian Amufements upn May-Bay. — 
The Approach of Summer 

LETTER XV. 

Ruffian Summer. — Anecdotes of Prince Naf- 

Jau — of Paul Jones — Princefs Bafchkcff— 

Count Bejhbrodko — Ruffian Dances — Ruf- 

fian Amufements in Summer .1 

LETTER XVI. 



Page 



151 



170 



»73 



Charalfer of Peter the Great Ruffian No- 

Ulity. — Reflexions on Modern Luxury as it 
regards Commerce and Arts. — PiSiure of 
modern Ruffia i g - 

LETTER XVII. 

The Arrival of a RuJJian Regiment from 
.: Oczakow at Peterfhurg, under the Com- 

mand 



I 





1 IIS 




H 


= LO 






1 


ppi 








1 


r 1 


= — 00 






¥^^H^| 


^— C\J 


uamm^ 


r 


J 


^ 


K . 




^ 


-w.. 


^^ ^ 



: CONTENT &\ 

mand of an EngliJIj Officer. — Anecdotes of 
me of the Grand Dukes — of Princefs Naf~ 
fau—of Captain Bentinck, of the Britifh 
Navy — of a Portuguefe Colonel — of Lord 
Wycombe, Mr. Howard, and Mr. Whit- 



Page 



J 99 



217 



LETTER XVIII. 

Summer Amufements in the Metropolis. — ^he 
Imperial Family. — The Public entertained 
at Count Strogonoff's Gardens 207 

LETTER XIX. 

Ruffian Climate. — A Ruffian Wedding. — 
Anecdote of a Ruffian Soldier — of a Band 
ofGipftes ' 

LETTER. XX. 

Defcription »/ the City of Peter/burgh. — 
Old PeterJLurgh.—The Citadel— miliams 
JJland. — The Exchange. — Mufeum. — Im. 
ferial Academies — Cadet Corps. — Statue 
of Peter the Great. — Imperial Palace^ 

LETTER XXr. 

Defcriplion of Cronftadt. — Fortrefs of Cronf-. 
lot. — Admiralty. — Naval Cadet Academy. 

Palace 



225 



CONTENTS. 

Palace of Oranietibaum. — Palace of Peter" 
heff.-- Anecdotes of Peter the Great 



XI 



■Page 



— 241 



LETTER XXII. 

The Abbe Chappe d' Auteroche—his invidious 
Account ef the Ruffians,-— The vague Ac- 
counts given by late Travellers, and the 
Cavje of it, — Chara5fer of the Rtijftans 



254 



LETTER XXIII. 

Of the Plan adopted by Catharine II. for the 
Emancipation of the Rvjfian Peafantry. — 
Manners and Cufloms of the Rujfians . — The 
Simplicity of the Religion of the Peafantry 260 

LETTER XXIV. 

Soil of the Province of In^ria. — Prefent State 
of Agriculture. — Economy of the Peafant- 
ry. — Anecdotes of the Grand Bake Paid 
Petrovitfch — his Attempt to emancipate the 
Peafants. — German Colonies for the Im- 
provement of Agriculture. — Anecdote of a 
Sdmceide Member of the RfJJlan Parliament 275 

LETTER XXV. 

Cufloms and Manners of the Finlanders.-— 

Conircfi of Chara3er between the Ruf- 

/tans and Finlanders. — ChareMer of the 

Ruffians- 



1 

} 

\ 

i 
1 


*^^^^ 



ftTMtdai* .. 



^^ 



■■^l :.-^ 



xn 



CONTENTS. 



Pdg«: 



Ruffians. — Native PoUtenefs and Goodna 

tare. — Anecdote of a Ruffian Boldier—cf 

a R.'jjian Sheriff — — » 289 

LETTER XXVr. 

Rujfian Climate. — Of the hot and cold Baths ^ 
their ill Effects upon the Conftttution of the 
Natives. — The Rvfjlins enabled to bear 
Cold by warm Furs alone. — Fhyfical and 
moral EffeSis of the Baths j-o j 

LETTER XXVir. 

Anecdote of M. Pleficheyeff. — General De-^ 
Jcription of the RuJJlan Fjnpire^ its Produce 
and Commerce. — 'Fhe Britifh Commerce 
wish RuJJia ill conduced.— Propofal for 
tr an/planting the whole Nation of Finlanderi 
to the Ukraine. — Population of Ruffia. — 
DifiinSiion cf Ranks 



LETTER XXVIII. 

Government ofRufJla, Civil and PditicaL- 
Revenues \ua ";' , ' 

LETTER XXIX. 

Anecdotes of foreign Officers in the Ruffian 

Service — of Count , a French Officer 

killed at the Siege of Ifmael — of Prince 

Potemkin^ 



316 



33^ 



t 



CONTENTS. 



Xlll 

Page 



Potemkin, a Polander — cf General Gor- 
don—of Count Romanzow — of Marfhal 
K<ith, — Of the Progrefs of Civilization in 
different Countries 342 

I.ETTER XXX. 

B'Jiinguiplng Chara5lerijlics of the Northern 
Nations — of the Britip Confiitution — of 
Commerce and Agriculture in Britain. — The 
Britifh and RiiJftdnPeafant, their Situation 
compared : — the Wretchednejs of the firfi, 
the Happinefs of the hji. — rOf the fatal 
Effe^s ff overgrown Commerce — 351 



LETTER XXXI. 

Norway — and Lapland 



— ■ 365' 



LETTER XXXII. 

fiujfian Climate.— Contrtijl of Rnjfian and 
Englifh Cujioms: — Winter JJjemblies. — 
Ruffians and French nearly rejemhle each 
other in pharaSler, Manners, and CuJloms 378 

LETTER XXXIII. 

R''ffi^->t Ice Hills. — Winter Diver/ions. — Tra- 
velling Rigidations. — Anecdote of' a Ruf- 
fian ColomU — Ceremoiiifs of the Rvffian 

Church, 



"•■^ 



I 



SMf 



CONTENTS. 



Church. — Of the Religion of ancient Scan- 
dinavia — — - 



Page 



S97 



BETTER XXXIV. 

Contrafi of Climates and Manners. — Feter I. 
imports foreign Birds into RuJJla to in- 
habit the Forejls. — Of Birds, Natives of 
Rujfta. — Ruffian Climate^ and of the 
heft Means to preferve Health in Northern 
Regions. — Settlements of Europeans in 
Greenland . 41Q 

LETTER XXXV. 

Contrafi of CharaEler of different Nations — 
the EngUJh — the Germans — the Ruffian 
Men and Women. — Cujioms and Manners 
of the Ruffians. — Erroneous Opinions of fe- 
vsral J'Vriters refpe£iing the CharaSier of 
the Ryjftins ■ 421 

LETTER XXXVI. 

Of the niofl celebrated Travellers to the North. 
— Account of Lapland and of the Lapland- 
ers. — Climate of Lapland — Houfes — Pre- 
viftons. — RefleHions upon the hefi Method 
of improving arid cultivating barbarous Na- 
tions. — Lapland Commerce. — Manner of 



Travelling 



429 



LETTER 



CONTENTS. 



XV 



LETTER XXXVI r. 



Page 



Account of Lapland continued. — New Cede of 
Laws. — Natural Hijiory of the Rein-deer, 
the mcji ttfeful Animal of the Brute Crea- 
tion. — Cujioms and Manners of the Lap- 
landers. — Error of M. Maupertuis. — Lap- 
land ManiifaSfures. — Of wild Animals 
common to this Country. — Specimen of Lap- 
land Poetry. — Economy of Nature. — Man- 
tier of Fifhing and Hunting — Cookery. — 
Difeafes. — Plan to render the Laplanders 
more comfortable in their native Country 446 



msff^ 



f 



ERRATA, 

Vol. n. page zzB—fir Feb. 1791 read Teh. 1792. 
■ page 241— for Teh. 1791 read Teh. 1792. 

— — — page 2^6— for March 1791 read Mzxch 1792, 
'■ pagfe 418, line i^—for Volhinia read Livonia. 



LETTERS 



FROM 



SCANDINAVIA, 



LETTER I. 

Pelerpurg one of the greatejl Centres of hu- 
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ERE a philofopher to choofe a ftatlon 
from v.'hence to obferve human nature in its 
greateft diverfity of charader and appear- 
ance, he ought to fix upon the capital of 
Ruflia. From the Hotel de JLondres from 
VOL. I, J3 whence 
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whence I now write, he would fee a conti- 
nual fifcceffion of people from all quarters 
of the globe, dreffed in the fafliion of their 
country ; and with the fanciful ornaments 
of courtiers, and cavaliers, and heydukes, 
and running footmen ; the venerable beards 
and flowing veftments of priefls, and the 
cropped heads and leather coats of pea- 
fants ; forming one of the moft amufmg 
and whimfical fcenes that can be ima- 
gined. 

The diverfity is as great in the manner 
of life, as it is in the appearance of thofe 
who inhabit this city. Foreigners "-ene- 
rally continue attached to their native ha- 
bits and predileaions : and, in Sr. Peterf- 
burg, you may be entertained after the 
manner of almoft every nation in Europe j 
as well as moft of the Afiatic tribes, from' 
the wall of China to the mouth of the Oby, 
and from Conftantinople to the fea of 
Kamtfchatka. 

I am much pleafed with the freedom 
which ftrangers enjoy here-I mean the 
freedom from being molefted on account 

of 
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of the fingularity of their manner and ap- 
pearance. In London you muft not only 
drefs in the Englifh ftyle : you muft alfo fol- 
low all the capricious. varieties of fafliion, if 
you would avoid being marked out as ridi- 
culous, or hooted as a monfter. A Ruffian 
cap and furtout would excite as much idle 
wonder in the mob of London, as a fpeak- 
ing fifli, or a learned pig. A friend of 
mine, who had occafion lafi: winter to vifit 
London after a long refidence in this coun- 
try, experienced this to his great mortifica- 
tion. Feeling the Englifli drefs rather too 
thin, one" cold morning he ventured to put 
on a comfortable fur great-coat; and in this 
equipment to defy the eaft wind, and the 
curiofity of the inhabitants of Thames- 
f^reet. But he foon found that he had 
mifcalculated the effeds of this laft princi- 
ple. The furprife which his firft appear- 
ance excited, was foon fucceeded by fufpi- 
cion, and fufpicion by infulc. After he 
had been fufficiently mortified by the coarfe 
jokes and indecent ribaldry of thofe who 
gathered round to gaze at hira, a doubt 
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was fuggefted by fome one whether he Were 
really a man, or a monfter. A virago, who 
feared neither man. nor monfter, ftepped up 
to him in order to determine this point j and 
having examined him round and round, while 
he ilood motionlefs in an agony of terror 
and vexation, ftie fpit in hiis face ; and giving 
him a box on the ear, told him that " a 
French fon of a bitch like him deferved no 
better." This adventure efFeciuaHy cured 
him of all defire to appear again on the 
ftreets of London in a Ruffian great-coat. 

In St. Peterfburg you are perfectly fafe 
from all fuch ridiculous difafters : not only 
do you fee people appearing in national 
drefles of the moft various fafliions and ma- 
terials, without drawing on the mfelves par- 
ticular regard ; but often alfo, on a mafque- 
rade evening, you obferve many walking 
to the public rooms in their mafques and 
other whimfical accoutrements, without at- 
trading a troublefome degree of attention. 

Some of our countrymen, v/ho are fo 
zealoufly Englifla as to revere even the fol- 
lies and excefies which fpring out of our 

free 
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fi-ee conflkution, afFed to confider this cir- 
cumftance as an inftance of the ftupldity of 
the Ruffian charaaer, and of the degradation 
to which the people are reduced by the ac- 
tive operation of a dcfpotic government. It 
does not appear to me, however, that any 
fuch fuppofition is neceffary to account for 
the fad. The Ruffian empire is made up 
of a variety of nations, differing from one 
another in language, in drefs, and in man- 
ners. The Court drefs being purely foreign, 
there are no circumftances which give to 
any one national drefs of the empire the 
fuperiority over all the reft. Hence every 
tribe preferves its own : and as the capital 
naturally attrads to itfelf fome individuals 
from every nation of which the empire is 
compofed, the inhabitants of St. Peterlburg 
are accuftomed to fee much greater variety 
of drclTes than thofe of almofl any other 
city. Habit produces the fame effeds in 
Ruffia that it does in other countries : a 
Ruffian can nomore than an Englifliman 
be fuppofed to fland gaping in idle wonder 
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at objeds which he may fee every hour 
of the day. 

I happened to be, about the middle of 
the late war in America, at a town in the 
fouth of England, at the time it v^as an- 
nounced that a Highland regiment was on 
Its march to be ftationed there for the win- 
ter. A petticoated regiment had not been 
feen there in the memory of man, and the 
profpea of fo ftrange a fight raifed the moft 
lively curiofity: all ranks were equally 
eager in their enquiries about this wonder- 
ful battalion, and anxious for the day of its 
arrival. To have feen the intereft that was 
excited, you would have imagined that an 
army from the moon, if not from a ftill 
more diftant planet, was on its march to 
blefs the inhabitants of this fortunate city 
with fights hitherto unfeen by mortal eye* 
The wiflied-for day at length arrived ; and 
men, women, and children, myfelf among 
the number, turned out to fee a regiment 
of men in fhort hofe and fl^orter petticoats, 
with tartan plaids around their fhoulders, 

and 



I 



SCANDINAVIA. 7 

and hairy purfes dangling before them. 
For the fpace of a week curiofity continued 
unfated. The parade was crowded withfpec- 
tators. Whenever a highlander appeared, all 
eyes were turned on him. In all companies 
you heard of nothing but the Highland re- 
giment. The gentlemen admired the eafy 
garments and unincumbered motions of the 
foldiers ; and the ladies dreamed of nothing 
but the fingularity of their drefs. 

But wonders, like other things, come to 
an end. The novelty foon wore off, and, 
by the end of the fecond week, a highlan- 
der had nothing more marvellous in his ap- 
pearance than another man. The cafe is 
the fame in Ruffia. New fights excite a cu- 
riofity as great, though not fo troublefome, 
in a Ruffian as in an Engliihman. But it 
is not a proof of ftupidity in the Ruffians, 
that they are not ftruck with appearances, 
which, though they be uncommon wich us, 
are familiar among them. 

Strangers enjoy in this empire, as entire 
a freedom in matters of religion as in drefs 
and manner of life ; neither do the natives 

B 4 difcover 
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dlfcover a greater degree of curiofity to ob* 
ferv-e the one than the other. The EngUdij 
the French, the Germans, the Dutch^&c; 
have churches in St. Peterlburg, which 
are attended by the ladies and domeftics of 
their refpedive congregations. Sometimes 
alfo you may fee a few gentlemen in thefe 
churches ; but this is comparatively a rare 
occurrence. It i. alfo extremely rare to fee 
natives led by their curiofity to obferve the 
cei-esnonies of any religion except their 
own. Indeed, the forms of the Ruffian na- 
tional church are fo fplendid and impofing, 
that thofe who have been educated to re- 
vere them, muft neceffarily look with con- 
tempt on the nakednefs of other religious 
inftitutes which have no fuch pompoul ap- 
pendages to fet them off. 

The freedom which foreigners enjoy in 
thefe refpeds is, however, counterbalanced 
by fome reftraints and mortifications to which ' 
they are expofed. An Engliftiman, for ex- 
ample, thinks it extremely hard that he is 
not at liberty to fpeak his fentiments of po- 
litical meafures, or political men and ivo- 
^ men j 
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fnen } nor to travel more than a few pofls 
out of town without a paflport ; nor to pafs 
a man of rank without makhisr way for him. 
In thefe refpeds, however, he is only on 
a footing with the natives. Political dit 
cuffion is almoft wholly interdided : and 
thole who ftill venture to fpeak of the mea- 
fures of government, do it in whifpers ; and 
not til! they have looked carefully around 
them, to fee whether any fufpicious perfon 
be within hearing. Yet, notwithftanding 
the care that is taken to prevent the too 
free agitation of riiattets of ftate, men will 
fometimes take liberties with forbidden fub- 
jeds of difcourfe even in Ruffia. In thefe 
cafes a fpecial ftatute is ilTued, prohibiting 
all converfation whatever on that particular 
point, and denouncing high pains and pe- 
nalties againft all who fliall be found tranf- 
greiling *. 

What 

*The only ordinance of tliis kind that has been 
publiflied fince I have been in Ruffia, w.as ilTued on the 
occafion of the death of Field Marfhal Prince Potem- 
kin. This man, who had the good fortune to pleafe his 
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cogent motives to obedience which feldom 
fail of producing their efFed. A great teacher 
of politicaHubmiffion, called a knout-raafter 
general, keeps his refidence in this capital; 

known that he had been accuflomed to carry the in- 
dulgences of the table to a grofs excefs ; and that two 
of his nieces had fucceffively lived with him as his mif- 
treffes. Even liis courage v/as calJed'in quefiion : and 
as itwas known that,inhis pradice, he was a mortalene- 
ray to duelling ; this circumftance, which had formerly- 
been afcribed to his moderation, was now accounted a 
proof of his pufillanimity. Pofteritj', if it fhall tliink the 
life of Prince Potemkin worth the recording, may, 
perhaps, find in him both good and great qualities : but 
as his contemporaries were not inclined, after his 
death, to allow him either the one or the other ; his 
fovereign, who refpedcd the memory of a fervant fhe 
had believed faithful, chofe to confign his name to a pre» 
mature oblivion, and to impofe filcnce when fne could 
not command approbation. 

As Prince Potemkin appears again in thefe Letters ' 
3S an important aftor on the theatre of RuiTia, it v/ill 
readily occur to the reader, that this note was written 
fome time after the letter to which it is annexed. 
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■who, though but little converfant with the fci- 
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UK ii;;' could be done by all the reafbuing of all the 
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more degrading than fome puniihments that 
are inflided in our own country. Confider 
the public whippings which are, in a mul- 
titude of cafes, awarded by our own law ; 
cr the flill more dreadful floggings, &c. 
which our military delinquents are obliged 
to undergo ; and you will fee that one of the 
fieeft and moft enlightened nations that ever 
exifted, has not yet been able to devife any 
probable expedient to mitigate, beyond a 
certain degree, the feverity of legal inflic- 
tion. I would not be underfliood to Infinii- 
,.ate any unqualified approbation of either the 
• one praftice or the other. I only wilh to 
aifure you, that the dreadful defcriptions we 
^"yhave read of the puniiliment of the knout arc 
Offconfiderably overcharged; at leaft, that they 
^'.jare not applicable to the prefent prafliice ; 
although they may have been fuggefted by 
fome of the moft atrocious inftances of former 
times. 

, Travellers have -either been mifled by 
their own feelings on this fubjedi, or they 
have voluntarily mifled their readers. Were 
I to tranfiate the word knout by its precife 
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equivalent wbip, and tell you that. In 
Ruffia, perlbns convided of certain crimes" 
are puniihed by, whipping, I fhould tell you 
the exad truth : and yet it would not ftrike 
you as in the leaft degree extraordinary ; 
becaufe you may fee the fame fpecies of 
difcipline infliaed on the fame defcription 
of offenders in every town in Great Britain. 
But when I retain the Ruffian word, and 
fay, that in this unhappy country male- 
fadors are knouted ; imagination fupplies 
the place of exad defcription, and your 
blood begins to freeze, from a confufed no- 
tion you form, of flaying alive, and tearing 
out the tongue, and otherwife mangling 
the carcafe of fuch miferable wretches as are 
condemned to this inhuman -punifhment. 
Truft me, there is more deception in this 
than you may be apt to imagine. The knout, 
as it Is commonly infliaed, is not more fevere 
than the whippings in raanycafes ordered by 
an Englifh judge. It is not by any means 
fo terrible as the floggings fometimes in- 
fliaed on our military offenders. A Ruf- 
fian, after having juft received the ordina- 
ry 
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ry number of ftrokes of the knout, which 
feldom exceeds twelve or fifteen, has beea 
heard to fay, that for a bottle of brandy he 
would undergo as many more. You may 
indeed infinuate, that this muil have beea 
owing to his attachment to brandy, rather 
than to the mildnefs of the punifhment. 
But I imagine the greateft drunkard in the 
Englilh army, when fufFering the excru- 
ciating effed of five hundred lafhes, would 
not confent to take another five hundred 
for all the diftilled fpirits in Britain. But, 
although in point of " corporal fufferance" a 
flogging in RufTia be not more fevere than 
onis in England, I acknowledge that I can- 
not think of the office of knout-mafter ge- 
neral without abhorrence; becaufe, from the 
manner in which the fufpicious policy of 
favourites and minifters caufes it to be ex- 
crcifed, it is a vile inftruraent of opprcflion, 
employed to execute the atrocious purpofes 
of prlyate revenge, as often as to punlfli the 
guilt of real delinquents. Not only may 
mafters order their Haves to be knouted by 
the public executioner, without affi<rnina- 

any 



I 






i6 



LETTERS FROM- 



i; fi 



any reafon but their own pleafure; but a 
mandate is fometimes iffued, under the au- 
thority of government, ordering the knouU 
meijier general to inflia the fame punilhment 
on perfons of rank and fafhion who have 
had the misfortune to fall under fufpicion ; 
that is, who have given offence to fome of 
thofe poifonous infeds^ which, under the 
names of courtiers and favourites, are con- 
tinually buzzing about the ears of majefty. 
In thefe cafes the knout-meifl:er, attended 
by fome of his gang, goes privately to the 
houfe of the devoted perfon, and, whatever 
be the rank or fex or age of his vidim, ex- 
ecutes his orders with unpitying rigour. 

J have been told (for I never had an op- 
portunity of feeing it) that when thisolHccr 
is ordered to IVIofcow, which fometimes 
happens, as moft of the difaffcded or difap- 
pointed nobles have their winter refidence 
there, his appearance operates like the break- 
ing out of the plague. The public places are 
ihutup; focial intereourfe is almoft wholly 
fufpended, and the city waiting in fearfiil 
expectation where the blow is to fall; 

for 
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for It IS well known that the knout-mei- 
fter never makes fuch journeys In vain. 
Cenfure is totally inadequate to fuch a vil- 
lanous police. Read the account of it, and, 
with me, thank Heaven that you were born 
an Englifhman ! 

I- am, &c. 
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Atrocities common in all Periods oj the RuJJian 
Government. — Voluntary S-ubniiJJion of the 
Ruffians to Defpoti/m.—InJiances of the ^ Fero^ 
city of Peter.— ASlion andRe-aBion between 
'Tyranny in a Government and Degradation 
in a People. — Difficulty of political Reform, 

- and Danger of political Innovation. — IgnO" 
ranee and Objiinacy of the Ruffians — over- 
come In a great Meafure by the per fever- 
ing Energy and Wfdom of Government, — 
Magnanimity and other Virtues as ivell as 
Talents of Catherine II. 



St. Peterfburg. 
DEAR SIR, 

jL OU exprefs your aftonifliment how any 
nation can fubmit to a government which 
authorifes fuch enormities as the private 
caftigations mentioned in my letter. Had 
you attended to the internal hiftory of this 
empire, your furprile would have ceafed. 

The 



^ 






^H 


— I— 1 






^^ 


= ^ 






^^^^^ 


= 






1 


= ^ 
= 0^ 




SCANDINAVIA. I9 


1 


^ r-{ 




The annals of the princes of this country. 


1 


= CO 




with only a few exceptions, are ftained with 


1 


= ' 




deeds of unGommon atrocity. The gibbet, 


1 


^ r-\ 




the axe, and the knoiir, were the great in- 


; fl 


= VD 




ftruments of their adminiftration; and hence 


' M 


=^ 




the people, feeing the rod of tyranny conti- 


"M 


= LD 




nually waving over their heads, became by 


^1 


— '^ 




degrees callous to its impreffion. From the 


H 


^ I— 1 




practice of fubmitting to the will of their 


I 


= 00 




princes arofe habits of fubje£lion in the peo- 


I 


= I— 1 




ple, v.-hich have rendered them the willing 


1 


= OJ 
^ I— 1 




vidims of arbitrary power, and liveted the 


;l 






fetters of defpotifm. 


■ 


= I— 1 




At what period, or from what circum- U 


tSHi-' ^1 


/ — ^ 




ftances, this tendency was firft impreffed on 11 


K^iifefl 


^ I— 1 




the national fpirit is perhaps impoiTible to H 




(T\ 




be known. The caufes which give to na- ||l 


IHH ^M 






tions their diftinfliive charader, feem to me II 


VmJkM 


= — CO 




to lie generally without the reach of our ^ H 


ftnim 


^ 




obfervation. I imagine that government, IH 


^^^E f / ;^H 


= — r~ 




wliich is generally fijppofed to be the great H 


B 1 


^ 




agent in this cafe, is as much the confe- H 


Ir 1 


= — ^D 




qnence as it is the caufe of national charac- H 


iH ' 1 


= ' 




tcr. At one period, the form of govern- WM 


^^H' ^1 


— — lO 




^ent over the greater part of Europe was il 
C 2 nearly IH 


Hh ^fl 


^ 




■1 


— — "^ 

= — 00 




i 


■J 


^— CM 




^ 1> 


= — I— 1 
= S 


cm 


. 


2 3 ^ 


I 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 ] 


_3 14 





10 



LETTERS FROM 



liiii' 
f 



nearly the fame. The charaders of the 
different European nations were, how- 
ever, at that period, as diftindl as they are 
now. The thi-ee nations of which the Bri- 
tifh empire confifts have long enjoyed fimi- 
lar privileges ; yet the Englilh chara£ter is 
very different from the Irifh, and the Scotch 
is diftin£t from both. 

It would feem, therefore, that the origin 
of thofe charaderiftic peculiarities which 
diftinguiCi nations is very remote, and that 
it is vain to fearch for its caufes. But, 
when the tendency of national manners and 
opinions is once formed, it is eafy for go- 
vernment to aflifl its progrefs, to complete 
its effed:,.and prolong its duration. Accord- 
ing to this view, the forms of government, 
which have been fandified in RuiTia by 
immemorial prefcription, appear fully ade- 
quate to account for the abjed fubmiflion 
which diftinguiflies the fubjecls of this em- 
pire. Without recurring to the barbarity 
of more anticnt times, I fliall beg leave to 
turn your attention to Peter the Great, 
juflly in many refpetls ftyled the father of 

his 
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his country. I need not remind you of the 
atrocious punifhments inflidled in his name, 
and by his authority. You cannot be ig- 
norant of them, and I wifh not to revive in 
you the fentiments of horror and indigna- 
tion which you muft have felt in perufing 
the accounts of them. Peter, indeed, fel- 
dom had recourfe to the private mode of 
punifhment which I mentioned in my laft, 
but he often punifhed with his own hands 
fuch delinquents as he did not wifh to deli- 
ver up to the public executioner. The in- 
ftances of this kind that are on record are 
almoft innumerable. I fele£t a fmgle ex- 
ample. He had fummoned a meeting of 
his council, I have forgot on what occafion, 
at feven in the morning. When he enter- 
ed the fenate-houfe, he was aftoniflied to find 
not one of thofe arrived whom he had or- 
dered to attend. By the time he had wait- 
ed about ten minutes, and w,rought himfelf 
up to a proper degree of rage, the preiident 
appears ; who, feeing the ftorm that was 
about to fall on him, begins to make an 
apology. But in vain, Peter, whofe paffions 
C 3 never 
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never llftened to excufes, inftandy felzes 
and belabours him, moft feverely. Every 
member fliared the fame fate according to 
the order of his arrival, until General Gor- 
don appeared. The general was not a lit- 
tle alarmed at the appearance which the 
council-room prefented. But the Empe- 
ror's rage was by this time pretty well ex- 
haufted, and he only told Gordon, that, as 
he had not been pun£tual to his time, he 
was very lucky in being fo far behind it. 
*' For," added he, " I am already fufficiently 
** fatigued with beating thefe fcoundrels; 
" and I underftand that a Scotch conftitution 
*' does not agree well with a drubbing." 

The private inflidron of the knout feems 
to be the legitimate offspring of this ready 
difcipline. The Ruffian fceptre has, you 
know, been held, fince the days of Peter the 
Great, only by women, except during the 
fhort reign of Peter the Second, and the few 
months which Peter the Third furvived his 
aunt. Although fome of the Princefles 
who have fucceeded to the throne of Peter 
the Great have Ihewn themfeives qualified 

to 



SCANDINAVIA, 



23 



to fvvay his fceptre, none of them have been 
able to wield his cudgel. Hence this duty 
has devolved on the knout-meifter general. 
How far the nation has loft of gained by 
the change, 1 fhall not pretend to guefs. 
But it feems to be owing to the refpecStable 
origin of this mode t)f caftigation that there 
IS lefs of difgrace connected with it thaa 
could eafily be imagined. It is well known 
that chaftiiements which Peter the Great in- 
flicted with his own hand were never fup- 
pofed to difgrace thofe who fufFered them. 
When a courtier was foundly drubbed, or 
pulled by the nofe, or had a tooth torn out 
by the Emperor, at all which exercifes 
Peter was remarkably dextrous, he fufFered 
orily the bodily pain of the operation. His 
honour was not in the lead affected. And 
as it feldom happened that his mailer put 
lefs confidence in him after fuch an accident 
than he had done before it, his credit buf- 
fered as little as his honour. Menzikoff 
ufed to appear in all his native haughtinels 
and prefumption, even when his counte- 
C 4 nance 
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nance bore the moll unequivocal marks of 
his mafter's refentment. In like manner 
the private inflidion of the knout is hard- 
ly fuppofed to difgrace a RuiFian gentle- 
man more than flagellation does an Englilh 
fchoolboy. 

On thefe accounts this fpecies of difci- 
pline is lefs atrocious, and excites lefs abhor- 
rence, than you feem to imagine. When 
an inftance of it occurs, thofe who hear of 
it thank their good fortune that they were 
not the vidims, and continue to treat the 
fufFerer with the fame confideration as be- 
fore. I muft alfo add, that the inftances of 
it which now occur are very rare. 

Yet with all the alleviations I can fuggeft 
(and I am willing to fuggeft all that truth 
will allow), you will fay, that the govern- 
ment muft be abominable which authorizes 
fuch enormities. I fhall not difpute this 
point with you ,• for I think little can be 
urged in favour of that fyftem of legifla- 
tion which is held together only by the fear 
of corporal inflidion, which muft degrade 

before 
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before it can govern, and make of the hu- 
man rpecies bad men, in order to render 
them good fubjeds. 

But, although I cannot furvey without 
abhorrence the fyftem of defpotifm that 
prevails in this empire, I think there are in- 
fuperable difficulties in the way of fpeedily 
introducing any confiderable improvement. 
The corruption of the people feems to keep 
pace in every nation^ with the vices of the 
government. Perhaps tyranny in the go- 
vernment and degradation in the people 
Z&. mutually in producing one another ; 
juft as, in certain difeafes, the derangement 
of the body induces mental debility, and 
the debility thus induced increafes the 
bodily diforder from which it arofe. 
Whatever there may be in this fuppofi- 
tlon, the fpirit of the Ruffian government 
and the manners of the Ruffians are well 
adapted to one another. A free govern- 
ment would hardly be reliffied by the na- 
tion in its prefent ftate, and a more en^ 
lightened nation would not tamely fubmit 
to fuch a government. . 

I have 
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I have often, indeed, heard bold theories 
propofe to annihilate at once whatever is 
vicious in the government of this empire, 
and to create a free conttitution in its ftead. 
A furgeon might as well cut off a limb in 
order to remove the pain of a corn on the 
toe. The cure might, to be fure, be in both 
cafes accompliflied-; but I acknowledge, I 
fhouid not choofe to truft either my perfon 
to fu:h radical pradlice, or my political 
quiet to fuch adive theory. Such men 
feein to confider the fcience of legiflatiou 
as analogcJtzs to a mechanical art, in which 
from previoufly calculating the power of 
every conftituent part, you can deduce 
with mathematical certainty the general ef- 
feO: of the whole. But legiflators have 
not like mechanics inert matter to ad upon, 
which they can mould into whatever fhape 
they pleafe. They have for the objed of 
their fcience, beings refradory to the hand 
sof the manager — unreafonable in their pre- 
judices, in their prediledions and antipa- 
thies, and who retain the original impref- 
fion and bent of their charader with an 
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nation. Had Peter's genius been Ms fub- 
lime and impofmg, or had his people been 
more clofely united by a free communica- 
tion, and a knowledge of the national tenv 
per, this great legijQator might have been 
known to the hiftorian only as filling up a 
blank in the barren annals of defpotifm, 
or at beft as a prince who perifhed in the 
rafh though generous attempt to overcome 
nature, and imprefs the poliih of civiliza- 
tion on the barbarous manners of a favage 
people. The attempt which the Emprefs 
Elizabeth made to introduce 9. more re^^-ular 
admihiftration of juftice, and a better fyf- 
tem of jurifprud^nce, was not more favour- 
ably received. Clamorous complaints were 
fet up in all quarters by thofe interefted in 
the continuation of old abufes j and ea"-er- 
ly re-echoed by thofe who were the dupes 
of a blind attachnient to ancient ufages, and 
who had neither common fenfe to fee the 
tendency of the propofed laws, nor fpirit 
to feel the oppreffive nature of thofe that 
were to be abrogated. " If they will not 
confent to receive good laws," faid Eliza- 
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again taken into the fervice ; becaufe he 
did not know how to live as his own raaf- 
ter. I think the nation would be as inca- 
pable of fliaking ofF at once its old preju- 
dices, as this foldier was ; and as unfit for 
reliftiing the bleffings of freedom. Too 
many are interefted, or fancy themfelves 
intereftedj in the continuation of the exift- 
ing abufes, to allow them to be remedied 
without oppofition. The reclamation of 
fuch men, coinciding with vulgar notions, 
would unavoidably excite general difcon- 
tent.- The nation is not fu/liclently en- 
lightened to judge of the motives from 
which alterations in the form of govern- 
ment are introduced, or of thofe from 
which they would be oppofed. 

In fuch a difpute, the party whofe argu- 
ments were addreffed to the national pre- 
judices would be fure to have the advan- 
tage over his antagonift. 

But though it be very unlikely that 
Ruflia is to obtain a diilinguifl->ed rank 
among nations, either for the njildnefs of 
its government or the civilization of its in- 
habitants ; 
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habitants ; the nation is certainly in a pro- 
greflive flate of improvement, in both re- 
:(pe£ls. For the honour of royalty I mull 
add, that the progrefs is entirely owing to 
the exertions of the fovereign power. If 
■we were to compare in this refpedl the fo- 
vereigns of Ruffia, from the acceffion of 
Peter the Firft to the prefect time, with 
the princes of any other country in Europe 
for an equal length of time, and at a pe- 
riod when the nation was equally unen- 
lightened with the Ruffians ', Peter and 
his fucceffors would, I am perfuaded, gain 
much by the comparifon. Even: in En- 
gland, national improvements have feldom 
had their origin in the fovereign power. 
The fpirit of the people has generally led 
the way ; and the court has only had the 
merit of following. In many cafes it has 
been reludiantly dragged along, and forced' 
to fan£tion improvements which it could 
no longer retard. 

But in Ruffia this progrefs has been com- 
pletely reverfgd. At the acceffion of Peter 
the Firft to the throne, the nation was funk 
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into the groffeft ignorance and barbarity* 
Peter and his fucceffors have had not only 
to fet the example of civilization, but alfo 
to compel their fubjedis to follow it. The 
nation, fancying itfelf, according to the ab- 
furd pride of barbarifm, the firft people on 
earth in regard to every ufeful accomplifh- 
ment, has not admitted, without the utmoft 
relu£lance, the improvements that have been 
enforced by the foverei^n power. The fo- 
reigners who have been employed to inftrudl 
the people, have met with every difcourage- 
ment from the nation, that ignorance and 
pride and prejudice could throw in their 
way. And the natives have generally fuc- 
ceeded an making the fituation of thefe men 
fufRciently irkfome. Of the Englifh officers 
who have entered into this fervice, I have 
not found an individual who has not had 
caufe to regret that ever he had flattered 
himfelf with the dreams of greatnefs in 
Ruffia. Admiral Sir Samuel Greig (hould 
have been an exception. His integrity was 
above fufpicion. His abilities in his profef- 
fion were not difputed; and he poflefled the 

friendfhip 
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friehdHiip of many of the principal men of 
the empire. Yet was his fituation i-eadered 
extremely difagreeable, from the national 
jealoufy of foreigners, and the fretful oppo- 
fition of men who would not be inftrudied, 
becaufe they were not convinced that they 
needed to learn. " I am fdrry you have fo 
" many enemies," faid the Emprefs to him 
on one occafion, " but 1 know the reafon 
*' of it I and you may depend on my pro- 
" tedion." 

The colonics, whom the prefent emprefs 
invited to cultivate the wafte lands belonging; 
to the crown, and inftrud the natives in the 
different operations of hufbandry, met with 
a ftill worfe reception. The imperial orders 
in their favour were, it is true, fulfilled ac- 
cording to the letter of the ftatute. Each fa- 
mily received horfes and cows, and inftru- 
ments of hufbandry, and provifions, accord- 
ing to the terms of the agreement* But the 
horfes and cows were either old and ufelefs,or 
elfe fo wild and untradable, that a great part 
of them made their efcape into the woods. 
The utenfils were the worft and the cheapeft 
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that could be procured ; and the provlfions 
■were for the moft part fo much damaged as 
tq be unfit for ufe. The unhappy colonifts 
were reduced, by thefe iniquitous and in- 
human arts, to extreme mifery. Many of 
them died of hunger; and not a few, finding 
their fituatiou insupportable and hopelefs, 
put an end to their own lives. In the mean 
time the principal authors of thefe abufes, 
Mr. Betfkoi and Mr. Rutfky, were continu- 
ally boafting of their fervices, and prefcnting 
accounts of excellent horfes, and cows, and 
carts, and provifions which they were fur- 
nifliing; and complimenting their fovereign 
on the happy confequences which muft fol- 
low from her benevolent plans for the im- 
provement of the country, and receiving 
great fums from the treafury for the behoof 
of the colonifts, befides croflfes and ribbands 
and gratuities for their own fervices. The 
iiifignificance of thefe men might have clafled 
them with the multitude of knaves whofe 
names are forgotten when their vices have 
ceafed to be troublefome, did not the nature 
of their crimes drag them from the oblivion 

to 
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tb which they feemed deftined.and hold them 
up to more than common deteftation, 

Almoft every plan that has been adopted 
for the impfovementof the coimtry has met 
with a fimilar oppofition. The artifts who 
were a fewyearsago invited overfromBritain 
to put the iron works on a better footing, 
found themfelves harafied with fo many 
impofitions, and fubjeiled to fo many mor- 
tifications, that ahnoft all of them have al- 
ready refigned their places. At Petrazaved- 
Iky, where they were chiefly ftationed, only 
two have remained. In all probability, their 
forbearance will foon alfo be exhaufted. 

It has feldom happened that the fovereigns 
of Ruffia have found fervants fufHciently 
enlightened to fee the utility of their plans 
of improvement, and at the fame time fufS- 
ciently honeft to co-operate, with good faith, 
in carrying them into eiFect^ The men who 
have been employed for this purpofe have 
either failed in their duty from national 
prejudice, becaiife they did not with the 
objects entrufted to their care to fucceed, or 
they have employed the confidence repofed 
D 2 in 
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in them, difhoneftly, to fatisfy their ownt 
avarice. Catharine the Second has found ' 
many a Betfkoi and Rutfky to make her 
plans of improvement fail of the efie£t they 
fhould have produced. 

Yet, with all thefe obftrud'ons, Ruffia has 
certainly made very confiderable orogrefs in 
improvement fmce the sera of Petvr the Great. 
Manufadlures of almoft every kind have been 
brought to much greater perfcdion, and 
are carried on upon a much more extenfive 
fcale. Moll of the ufeful as well as many- 
ornamental arts have made great advances. 
Commerce has been greatly extended. Even 
learning has made fome progrefs. It is now 
no uncommon thing to meet with Haves 
who can both read and write ; whereas, in 
the days of Peter the Great, fo uncommon 
were thefe accompliflimentSjthat even Prince 
MenzikofF, Peter's great favourite, and who 
afterwards ruled the empire under the no- 
minal reign of Catharine the Firft, was all 
his life-time unacquainted with both. The 
prefTes of Peterfburgh and Mofcow have 
furnifhed the nation with a conliderable; 
6 variety 
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variety of books in the Ruffian language. 
Moft of them are indeed only tranflations 
from other authors, chiefly Englilh and 
French, but Ruffia alfo furniflies fome ori- 
ginal writers. 

Thefe circumftances, while they ardently 
mark the progreffive improvement of the 
nation, lead us to conclude that the pre- 
judices which have fo long counteradled 
the attempts of the fovereigns of Ruffia to 
raife their fufajedls out of their ancient ftate 
of barbarifm and degradation, will gradually 
difappear. The Ruffians will acquire jufter 
notions of the national intereft ; they will 
become fenfible of their own deficiencies ; 
they will deferve a better fyftem of govern- 
ment by feeling that they ftand in need 
of it. 

I am confirmed in thefe anticipations, 
when I confider that the Ruffian govern- 
ment has become much milder in its ex- 
ecution than it was in former times. The 
adminiftration of Elizabeth was confiderably 
more lenient than that of Peter the Great ; 
pf MenzikofF, under Catharine the Firftj or 
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of Biron, under the Emprefs Anne. Eli-^ 
zabeth was not naturally cruel. She even 
afFeded the praife of clemency. Yet at the 
acceffion of Peter the Third to the throne, 
feventeen thoufand perfons are fald to have 
been reftored, from banifhment or imprifon- 
ment, to their liberty. Many of thefe had 
been guilty of no other crime than that of 
being the relations or dependants of thofe 
perfons of diftinftion who had been facrificed 
to court intrigues. For, even in the reign 
of Elizabeth, it continued to be too much 
the pradtice, to involve in the ruin of any 
great man who had become obnoxious to 
the court, every perfon who was fuppofed 
to be particularly attached to his fortunes. 

During the reign of the prefent emprefs 
this abfuid fpecies of tyranny has never been 
admitted. In general the adminiftration of 
Catharine the Second has been milder than 
that of her immediate predeceflbr. It has 
exhibited very few ftriking inftances of fe- 
verity. Thofe miferable beings with whom 
the mines of Siberia are ftill amply fupplied, 
confift almoft entirely of the refufe of the 
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people, who have been condemned by the 
ordinary courfe of law, and whofe fate court 
intrigues could not have influenced. That 
fpecies of offenders vv^hom the jealoufy of 
former fovereigns would have punifhed with 
the utmoil rigour, I mean thofe who were 
fufpeded to be dlfafFeded to the interefl of 
the ruling party at court, have not generally 
met with a feverer punifhment than that 
of being permitted to travel into foreign 
countries, during a certain term . of years, 
for their improvement. Elizabeth, to gratify 
the fpleen of her favourites for the time, 
baniflied to Siberia, Leftoc, whofe talents and 
adivity had been the principal means of raif- 
ing her to the throne, and that after fhe 
had given him the ftrongeft afTurances, con- 
firmed by a folemn oath, that ihe would 
never liften to the infmuatxon of his enemies 
againll him. Catharine the Second, after her 
elevation to the throne, allowed the Count- 
efs Elizabeth VoronizofFto live unmolefted, 
although this woman had been the favourite 
miflrefs of Peter the Third, on whofe ac- 
count he had formed thofe refolutions againft 
D 4 his 
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his wife which brought on the revoiutlon 
in 1762. 

With equal magnanimity, and in equal 
oppofition to the maxims of Ruffian revoiu, 
tions, flie continued Count Munich in all his 
offices and appointments, although he had 
been the moft zealous of Peter's adherents, 
and had been prevented only by his matter's 
pufillanimity from precipitating her from 
the throne to which fhe was raifed. 

The fame fpirit of moderation has diftin- 
guilhed the courfe of her reign. Under 
former fovereigns, the difmilTal of a favourite 
or minifter from his office was generally 
the prelude to fending him to Siberia. The 
prefent Emprefs has feldom changed her 
fervants; and thofe of them who have been 
difmiifed, have been allowed to retire ho- 
nourably, and live in peace. Although her 
plan of forming a new code of laws has not 
been carried into effed, ffic has eftabliihed 
many particular ftatutes, and adopted many 
regulations favourable to an equal diftribu, 
tion of juftice. In the emancipation of the 
peafants on the crown lands, flie has fet an 
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example which, it is to be hoped, many of 
the Ruffian gentlemen will foon follow. A 
few of them have already been in part her 
imitators in this refpedt ; and as the good 
effeds of this liberal policy become apparent, 
it is not to be doubted but that it will be 
more generally adopted. 

During the prefent reign the public has 
been totally unaccuftomed to fuch fliocking 
examples of barbarity as were often pre^ 
fented to them in former times. The na- 
tural confequence of this circumftance, taken 
in connexion with the increafed diffufion of 
knowledge, has been, that the national fpirit 
has acquired a certain degree of independ- 
ence which it did not before pofTefs. Abfo- 
late fubmiffion to the will of their fuperiors, 
tliough ftill a very prevalent principle, is 
not now the ruling principle which aduates 
the fubjeas of this empire. Were Peter the 
Great to rife from the tomb, and feize his 
former fceptre, his courtiers and officers 
would not fubmit to be publicly beaten by 
him without refiftance; nor durft he attempt 
?o exercife on the moft defpicable fet of men 
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in the empire thofe atrocities with which 
he formerly extinguiflicd the Strelgi. 

Although therefore much remains to be 
done, in order that the government of this 
country may be eftabliflied on Uberal and 
equal principles, yet confiderable approaches 
have been made to this objedt. The admi- 
niftration of Catharine is as different from 
that of fome of her predecefTors, as it is 
from that of our own government under 
George the Third. 

I am fenfible that, in attempting to beftow 
praife on the Emprefs of Ruffia, I have to 
encounter opinions which have long been 
eftabliflied in your mind. Like moft of our 
countrymen, you have formed your idea of 
her charadier from a few detached fa£ts; 
which, as generally happens to fuch reports, 
have been embelliihed in proportion to the 
diftance from which they have come, with 
many imaginary circuraftances fafliioned to 
the theories of thofe who have imported and 
rehearfed them. I am fure however you 
will do me the juftice to believe that I would 
not willingly miflead you, efpecially on a 
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fubjedl where I can have no intereft in miC- 
reprefentation. I had when I came into this 
country fimilar impreffions of this augufl 
perfonage with you ; and, when I firft heard 
her virtues extolled, an emotion of difguft 
involuntarily "ttiixed itfelf with my incre- 
dulity. But a longer refidence has convinced 
me, that it is not without reafon the natives 
confider the revohjtion to be one of the moll 
fortunate events that ever happened to the 
empire. Without entering into the difcuffion 
of the particular fads, on which the prejudice 
againft the Emprefs of Ruffia is founded, 
I only beg leave to fubmit it to yourfelf, 
vhether the fovereign can be fuppofed to 
poflefs fmall merit, who, coming by a very 
equivocal title to the throne of a nation 
accuftomed to fa61:ion and revolution, has 
been able during a long reign of upwards of 
thirty years to unite in her favour the ge- 
neral voice of the people. 
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LETTER III. 

Slownefs of progrejjlve Improvement. — T'he 
Circumftances that promoted various Im- 
provements in England — contrajied with 
many untoward Circumjlances in the Con- 
dition of the Rujians, — The Emprefs Anne^ 
and Adminiftration of Count Biron. — The 
Emprefi Elizabeth.— The Fall of Peter III. 
— Extremes of Knowledge andfgnorance in 
RuJJia, and of Rudenefs and Barbarifm. — - 
Errors of former Sovereigns of Ruffta^ in 
their Mode of endeavouring to diffiife 
Knowledge throughout the Empire, 



•DEAR SIR, 



St. Peterfijurg. 



J.N my laft I gave it as my opinion, that 
Ruffia is in a progrefs of improvement in 
regard to both the adminiftration of its go- 
vernment and the charader of the people. 
If, however, you take vsrhat you are accuf- 
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tomed to fee in Britain as the fta^ard with 
which you compare the ftate ofTms coun- 
try ; and imagine- that, in Ruffia, arts and 
fcience^gand ciyilizati-on h^ve made a re- 
markable "progrefs, yout^' miftake very 
widely •^"**Ruffia will in no refpedt bear a 
comparifon with England. Indeed it is 
impoffible it fhould : the progrefs of national 
improvement is neceflarily flow. Within 
the ordinary limits of human life we can 
feldom mark more than a few advances on 
fome particular fubjeds ; and we muft 
take periods confiderably more diftant, if 
we would find the general and remarkable 
difference between the points at which we 
make the comparifon. 

This remark is well illuftrated by the 
hiftory of our own country. England was 
one of the firft nations on which the light of 
civilization dawned, when it began to pierce 
through the mills of ignorance and barba- 
rity which hung over the dark ages. A 
variety of circumftances enabled our fa- 
thers to make the mofb of this advantage. 
An extenfive intercourfe with foreigners 
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made tl^ acquainted with the improve^ 
ments ^frother nations. The mild nature 
of the conftitution led them to form Hberal 
notions of government j to know their own 
privileges, and ' feel their own importance* 
In the long ftruggle between liberty and 
arbitrary power, the energy of the national 
charader had full fcope. The adivity 
formed by thefe, extended itfelf in all direc- 
tions. When precife limits were fixed to 
the different parts of the conflitution; when 
men "vyere no longer perplexed with the 
loquacious fubtilty of fcholaRic divines, and 
the no lefs puzzling arguments of metaphy- 
fical politicians ; liberty, now firmly efla* 
blifhed, gave to every individual a fcnfe of 
independence, equally friendly to virtue and 
to enterprife. The proper mode of philo- 
fophlzing had already been pointed outj 
and the different paths of fcience were, 
explored with ardour and with fuccefs. 
Knowledge defcended to the meaneft of the 
people : philofophy lent her aid to the arts 
of life : commerce and manufadures were 
profecuted with induAry : wealth was mul- 
tiplied, 
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tlplied, and elegance and luxury kept pace 
with increafing riches. The various de- 
partments of fociety affording fcope for the 
exercife of every talent, and being open to 
every man who had fpirit and ability to 
make his way into them, were generally 
filled by thofe who were beft qualified to 
occupy them with advantage. Thus, 
while every man contributed to the public 
flock, his talents, or fkiil, or induflry, in 
that way in which they could be moft ad- 
vantageoufly employed, it happened by ne- 
ceflary confequence that the nation advan- 
ced to an high degree of improvement. 

The cafe has been very different in Ruf- 
fia : hardly more than a fingle century has 
elapfed fince this country began to emerp-e 
from the groffeft barbarity. In that fhort 
period much has been done : the fublime 
genius of Peter the Great formed many 
plans of improvement, edabliflied many 
manufadures, created many inftitutions of 
public utility ; and, by direding with a 
mighty hand the whole power of the State 
to the great objeds he had in view, forced 
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the nation to awake from the heavy flumbef 
in which it was funk. But the national ex- 
ertions were involuntary : they were the 
convuifive ftruggles of a lethargic body 
forcibly roufed into acflion, rather than the 
fteady efforts of an healthful flate direded 
by the will and performed with alacrity. 
No fooner was the impelling force of go- 
vernment weakened, than the national ef-- 
fort relaxed : had that been removed, the 
progrefs would have been fufpended — per- 
haps it might have returned in a contrary 
diredlon. During the period which elapfed 
between the death of Peter and the accef- 
fion of Elizabeth^ the nation made but lit- 
tle progrefs. MenzikofF, who direded the 
public councils during the reign of Ca- 
tharine the Firft, continued to profecute the 
plans of his former mafter, but with infinite- 
ly lefs difcernment, lefs fleadinefs, more ca- 
price, and greater cruelty. Peter tlie Second 
was a minor ; and the intrigues of the diffe- 
rent parties, who ftrove to acquire or to re- 
tain the diredion of their young fovereign, 
left little time during his fhort reign to 

think 



SCANDINAVIA. ^^ 

think of public improvements. Biron, 
whom the Emprefs Anne trufted, came to 
the head of afBiirs with a total ignorance of 
the country : and although he pofTeffed a 
vigorous mind, with confiderable induftry 
and talents for bufinefs, he had neither the 
addrefs to gain the refped of thofe he 
commanded, nor the genius to form thofe 
enlarged views of national intereft, thofe 
exteafive arrangements and combinations 
which enfure fuccefs by comprehending all 
the accidents which might occafion difap- 
pointments. For the honour of Ruffia, I 
pafs over the Emperor I wan in filence. 

Under Elizabeth the national progrefs 
was renewed : this Princefs poiTefled a con- 
fiderable portion of the genius of her father, 
adorned with an elegance of manners and 
a corrednefs of tafte, which were very un- 
common in the nation fhe governed. She 
promoted the improvement of her empire 
by means much more gentle than thofe 
which had formerly been employed, by 
ftriving to make her fubjeds comprehend 
the beneficial tendency of her inftitutions, 
¥OL. I. E ._ rather 
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rather than by ccmpelling them to adopt 
manners, and profecute plans which they 
detefted, becaufe they faw no benefit to be 
reaped from them. The fall of Peter the 
Third, was in a great meafure owing to the 
precipitant ardour with which he attempted 
to introduce alterations, which the nation 
was not prepared to adopt. 

Of the prefent Emprefs I have already 
given you my opinion : fhe has uniformly 
followed out the ideks of improvement 
which the genius of Peter the Great had 
conceived"; and iqnitated his example, in 
every thing, but the feverity of his govern- 
ment and the rudenefs of his manners. 
To a mofl: comprehenfive mind enlightened 
by ftudy and reflexion, fhe adds uncom- 
mon fteadinefs and application ; and, as fhe 
dlfdains not to defcend to the mofl minute 
detail of affairs, fhe has done more for the 
good of the empire than all the fovereions 
who have intervened from the death of Pe- 
ter the Firfl to her own accelfion. 

From this flight flietch you perceive that 

arts and fciences and civilization have been 
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forced forward in Ruffia beyond their na- 
tural progrefs. Hence it has happened, 
that, while a few individuals, forming them- 
felves on the excellent models which have 
been brought within their view, have attain- 
ed to a confiderable degree of eminence ; the 
great body of the people is ftill, compared 
with civilized nations, in a verv rude ilate. 
Indeed, it is impoflible to conceive that, in 
the ihort period which has elapfed fince civi- 
lization began to dawn on the Ruffian em- 
pire, knowledge and refinement fliould 
have become naturalized to the foil. 

The piaure of Ruffia is therefore very 
different from that of England : it is diffe- 
rent from that which any other European 
nation has exhibited at any period of its 
hiftory. Where improvement has advanced 
in its natural order, without being hurried 
on by a premature culture,' knowledge has 
defcended from the learned to the whole 
body of the people. The vulgar have gra- 
dually become lefs prone to fuperftition, 
lefs unreafonable in their prejudices, lefs 
rude in their manners "i in a word, the im- 
l^ 2 provement 
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provement In the mafs of the people has 
borne fome proportion to the progrefs of 
fcience among the ftudlous. But in Ruflia 
this diffufion of knowledge and refinement 
has not taken pUce. Thofe who have un- 
dertaken to defcribe the fituation of this 
country have often remarked, that the ex- 
tremes of magnificence and beggary are 
generally very near neighbours : the ex- 
tremes of knowledge and ignorance, of ci- 
vrhzation and barbarity, are not lefs nearly 
allied. While the few who have turned 
their attention to literary purfuits, are on a 
footing with literary men in other nations, 
the multitude continue to cherifh mofi: of 
the ridiculous prejudices and legendary fu- 
perftitlons which degrade the dark ages. 
While the men of rank and fafliion rival the 
fame dafs of men in the moft civilized na- 
tions in Europe, the mafs of the people ftill 
continue to be very much attached to the 
barbarous ufages of their forefathers. In 
the capital, in many of the principal towns, 
and in the immediate neighbourhood of ex- 
tenfive manufadories, this inequality is lefs 

ftriking, 
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ftriking, becaufe, in thefe, men have better 
models continually before their eyes. But 
in the interior parts of the country you find 
very few who are advanced beyond the 
ftate in which Peter the Great found them. 
The caufes of this appearance are fulE- 
ciently obvious; befides that knowledge has 
not been long enough introduced to have 
fpread through the different claffcs of fo- 
ciety, and diffipated the prejudices which 
long-continued ignorance had fauCtified in 
the minds of the people, the manner of its 
introduction has been unfavourable to its 
fpeedy diffufion. The great legiilator of 
Ruffia diredled his attention chiefly to the 
higher order of his fubjedis. The fchools 
which he infbituted were well enough cal- 
culated for thofe who had money and lei- 
fure to attend them : but thofe who poffeffed 
neither the one nor the other, could reap no 
benefit from them. He invited, it is true, 
into his dominions, foreisrners of learninf? 
and eminence to infl:ru£t his fubjeds : but 
foreigners of learning and eminence could 
ftot be fuppofed to defcend from the heights 

v.. 3 of 
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of fcience to teach the alphabet ; and this was 
the point at which the inftitution fhculd 
have begun, if it was intended to be gene- 
railj ufeful. It is difficult to conceive what 
genei-al benefit could be expected from a 
few teachers of the higher branches of 
fcience, when the nation they were to in- 
ftrud was not tindured with even the ru- 
diments of knowledge. 

The fucceflbrs of l?eter the Great, who 
have laboured to inftrud their fubjecls, 
have genet-ally 'fallen into the f:ime error. 
Half the fums tvliich have been layiflied on. 
fuch* inftitutions as the Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, if judicioufly applied to en- 
courage a great number of teachers of the 
elementary parts of knowledge, would have 
"tended more to civilize the empire, than all 
the labours of ail the learned who have 
ever appeared in Ruffia. I hive fome- 
wiiere feen it obferved, not inaptly, that the 
only benefit Rufha h£\s reaped from the 
Academy of St. Pcterihurg, was that of 
having ac(j.uired a c-dendar in the Ruffian 
language, calculated for the meridian of tlie 

capital. 
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capital. This is no doubt expreffing the 
matter both too ilrongly and hidicroully, 
though it is certainly true, that Ruflia has 
derived more fplendour than benefit from her 
academies. It is, indeed, generally the fate of 
fuch inflitutions as have for their object the 
good of the multitude, that their utility is 
almoft their only recommendation. He 
who eftablifhes a parifh fchool, at which an 
induftrious teacher is maintained, to hiilrudl 
thofe young perfons vvho before had not 
-the means of knowledge within their reach, 
does more than the man, who, by founding 
a profefforlhlp, affords the means of luxury 
and lloth to one of thofe ufelefs beings who 
take refuge from the duties of life in the 
mdolence of univerfities. Yet the endower 
of a paridi fchool reaps no other advantage 
from his benevclence but the confcioufnefs 
of having done good ; while the founder of 
a profeflbrfhip is celebrated for his munifi- 
cence ; has his name infcribed on the walls 
of colleges, and his praifes rehearfed in peri- 
odical ledures and.biographlcal didtionaries. 
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Had the fovereigns of Ruffia direded 
their chief attendon to civilize and inftrua 
the niafs of the people, they would not, it 
is probable, have feen the learned vie with 
one another in praifing them as the patrons 
of letters (for the learned, like other men, 
are generally loudeft in their encomiums of 
thofe who are moft liberal to themfelves) ; 
but they would have had the fatisfadion of 
being ufeful to their country. The world 
would not have feen fcience enriched with 
the many excellent publications which 
have proceeded from the Academy of St. 
Peteriburg : but it would have feen a fpec- 
tacle infinitely more interefting—not a few 
individuals only, but a nation enlightened 
by the efforts of the government— the 
mind which had long been cramped with 
the fetters of defpotifm and fuperftition 
opening to receive more rational impref- 
fions— the ridiculous prejudices and rude 
ufages of a mighty empire giving place to 
liberal fentiments and pollll^ed manners. 
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L E T T E R IV. 

Wife Attention of the prefent Emprefs Catha' 
rine IL to the Improvement of the lower 
Orders of her SubjeSls. — Circumflances that 
retard and objiru^ the Progrefs -of Im- 
provement in RuJ/ia. — Slavery of the Pea- 
fants. — MifappUcation of Study exemplified 
m the Purfuits of a Ruffian Bifliop. — 
Situation and CharaSier of the Ruffian 
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Peteriburg. 



X OUGHT to except the prefent Emprefs 
from any fiiare in the cenfure which I 
think due to the fovereigns of Ruffia, for 
having negled:ed the mafs of the people, 
in their endeavours to civiUze their em- 
pire. She has beftowed her chief attention 
on the lower orders of her fubjf £ls. The 
inftrudion of the higher clafies had aheady 
been fufhciently provided for. But it re- 
mained 
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mained for her to procure the means of 
improvement for thofe who had neither 
money nor leifure to attend the feminarics 
which had formerly been inftituted. Ac- 
cordingly fhe has eftabhfhed a number of 
fchools, in various parts of her dominions, 
at which the children of the lov/er claiTes 
are inftruGed in the elementary parts of 
knowledge fuited to their ftation. 
■ Many circumflances, however, make it 
probable that, with all the fupport govern- 
ment can be flow, the progrefs of knov/- 
ledgc will not fpec:dily become cxtenfive In 
Ruffia. The ftate of the country is highly 
unfavourable to its general diffufion. The 
llavery in which the peafants- are held 
checks the fciiit of improvement in that 
numerous body of men. A man who can 
gain notliing by becoming wifer than his 
fellows, will hardly be tempted to take 
much trouble in acquiring fuperfluous ac- 
compidhments, or in bellowing them on 
'.his children. A Pvuffian peafant has no- 
thing that can Rimulate him to the pur- 
iVit of knowledge. Ke fees hiaifelf fixed 
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to a particular fpot, from which he caa 
have no hope of removing ; and furrounded . 
with beings ignorant end briitifli like him- 
felf. His induftry, if he has any, is ftrid- 
ly and permanently appropriated. So 
many days in the week, and fo many 
hours in the day, he knows he muft la- 
bour for his mafter : and, be his own ne- 
ccffities what they may, he is fenfible that 
this portion of his time muft not be en- 
croached upon. If he pofTefs horfes or 
cows or inftrumcnts of his occupation, a 
large portion of what he can earn by them 
goes to the ufe of his mafter. If he has a 
wife and children, thefe alfo are but par- 
tially his own : his mafter may command 
their fervices whenever, and in whatever 
manner, he pleafes. He is hardly permit- 
ted to ftir from his hut without his mafter's 
leave, nor can he earn a iingle morfel of 
bread without his permiffion. If his chil- 
dren are to be taught any trade, it is the 
mafter who orders what that trade fliall be, 
and who is to be the teacher ; if they are to 
go to fchcol, the mafter fends and removes 
« tbem 
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them at his pleafure ; and if they wifh to 
marry, they muft do it agreeably to his 
commands. In a word, a Ruffian peafant 
depends on his mafter for every thing, fie 
cannot, it is true, be fent out of the world 
without the forms of law ; but, by the ne- 
gative which every mafter poiTefles againfl 
the marriage of his people, he may be pre- 
vented from coming into it ; and when 
once he has got in, his life may be made as 
burdenfcme as tyranny and caprice can de- 
fire. 

It is to be expecled that a power thus 
fhamefuUy unlimited, will be often as 
Ihamefully abufed. Accordingly the do- 
minion of the nobles over their flaves is 

leaft pernicious when it is leaft aftive 

when it leaves the peafant to vegetate in 
hopclefs indolence. If it is exerted to in- 
fpire him with induftiy, it confiders him 
merely as a machine which does more 
work according as it is impelled with a 
greater force : or as a beaft of burden, 
which is forced to exert its ftrength, by the 
fpnr and the whip. The improvement of 

the 
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the minds of the peafants is a projed which 
has not yet entered into the plan of the 
Ruffian landholders ; it is a projedl that 
v.'0uld be generally confidered by them as 
chimerical, if not pernicious. The villain- 
ous policy of defpotifm has commonly la- 
boured to degrade thofe whom it would 
govern ; and to guard, with the mod 
jealous circumfpedion, every approach 
through which light may break in on thofe 
whom it dooms to bondage and darknefs. 
In confequence of this odious fyftem, the 
peafants are trained to confider themfelves 
as beings of an inferior nature ; as mere 
inftruments in the hand of their mailer, 
who ought to have no will but what he 
di£tates, no induftry but what he infpires, 
no emulation but what he excites. — I will 
not indeed fay, that this is the unhcrfal 
charaSer of the Ruffian peafantry (for the 
peafants of a few noblemen, as well as 
thofe of the crown, are fortunately an ex- 
ception) : but I may fay, with truth, that 
this charader is very general, through this 
miferable race of beings. 
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The great body of the peafantry being 
thus completely fhut out from the paths of 
knowledge, not only is the general progrefs 
of improvement retarded j but the chance 
of the appearance of individual talents is 
alfo extremely narrowed. In every coun- 
try, the number of men of genius who 
arife to refine the public tafte, and improve 
the national charader, will be in propor- 
tion to the number of thofe who have the 
means of knowledge in their power ; to- 
gether with the profped of extending 
their reputation, and improving their fort 
tune by their acquirements. In Ruffia 
this number is extremely fmall. Hence 
Ruffia has produced very few men of dif- 
tinguiflied abilities in any line. Her moft 
celebrated academicians have all been fo- 
reigners. She has produced hiftorians and 
poets and painters ; but their works will 
not bear a comparifon with the fiift of the 
fame kind, which moft other nations in 
Europe cm bo aft. 

It would feem that, in the progrefs of 
fcience, the actiuiring of a juft conception 
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of the proper objed of literature is not 
one of the firft attainments of the learned. 
Great literary labour, and that too fuftained 
by confiderable talents, has been wafted, 
by.fome individuals in this country, on 
fubjcfts of fingular inutility. 

A Ruffian billidp has fpent a great part 
of his life in tranllating the-iEneid into 
Greek verfe. Had he tranflated it into 
Ruffian verfe, his country would have been 
indebted to him : but little praife, furely, 
is due to the efforts which aim only at 
ereding a monument to oftentation. You 
will not, I am perfuaded, fmd, in the pre- 
fent age, another country in Europe, v/here 
induflry could have been fo ftrangely mif- 
applled. The labours of this learned pre- 
late ought, in juftice to the fruitleffnefs of 
their object, to be clafTed with the manu- 
faftures of thofe poetical artifts who work- 
ed their verfes into the figure of hearts, 
and wings, and altars, and many other in- 
genious devices. 

It may be made a general obfervation, 
that the few natives of Ruffia, Vv'ho have 

devoted 
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devoted their lives to ftudy, have attained 
only the pralfe which is due to the middle 
clafs of the learned : they have by no 
means equalled thofe who ftand in the 
higheft ranks of literature. 

If the condition of the peafants be fo 
highly unfavourable to the progrefs of im- 
provement, the fituation and charaQier of 
the clergy are equally unfriendly to it. A 
fmall number of the fuperior clergy may 
be found Eminent, among the Ruflians, for 
learning and virtue ; but, with this abate- 
ment, the order confifts of men either i^r, 
norant, or profligate, or both the one and 
the other. 

A great proportion of the regular clergy 
confifts of the lowed of the free people, 
who have taken fanduary from the bufi- 
nefs of their ftations in the torpor of the 
monafteries. Many regulations have been 
made to prevent this abufe ; but thefe regu- 
lations are calculated only to prevent the 
flute from being deprived of the labour of 
men whofe induftry might be ufeful ; they 
are not intended to make the monafteries 

fchools 
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ichools la which men might be trained to 
learning and piety* The law fixes the age 
at which men are to be admitted, and that 
is an age at which it would be abfurd to 
exped them to begin their ftudies with 
any pnofped of fuccefs. It determines alfo 
the number to be received into each mo- 
naftery, the degree of reftraint to be im- 
^ofed on them, the prayers and pfalms, 
and homilies, and ringings of bells, of 
which the fervice muft 4;on{ift, and othet 
fuch momentous particulars : but the only 
point in which fuch eilablifliments can be 
ufeful, the education to which they fhould 
be fubfervient, is left, Avith only general re- 
commendations, to the judgment of thofe 
\vho prefide over each raonaftery. 

From fuch eftabliihments little benefit 
can be expedled ;— certainly, very little is 
derived from them. They however do feme 
good. Part of thofe conneded with them 
receive fuch an education as might have 
been got in the monaileries of England 
three centuries ago. They learn to read and 
write. Some of them accjuire a knowledge 

VOL. I. F of 



/' 



.i' 






*^ ■ ^-'"^ 






,k-j 



';>'*. 



66 LETTERS FROM 

of the Latin language; nay, even Greek may 
be learnt in fome monafteries. But the num- 
ber of the clergy who acquire thefe laft ac- 
complifhments is very fmall. I have accofted 
a great many of them in Latin, but have 
met with only a fmgle inftance of a prieft 
■who underftood me. The lives of the regular 
clergy, inftead of being devoted to literary 
purfuits or any other ufeful purpofe, are 
(lumbered away in the inanition of indo- 
lence, interrupted by the irkfome frequency 
of prayers without devotion, and praifes 
without fentiment. 

I have often .ftepped into their churches 
to obferve their fervice. The whole feemed 
to me to be artilicial ; and formed fo exadlly 
on the fame model, that even the paufes, and 
tones, and geftures, which I have obferved in 
any one church, were precifely funilar to thofe 
I have obferved in every other. Some parts of 
the fervice were unifoi-mly hurried over with 
the moft indecent rapidity. I could hardly 
have fuppofed it poffible for the human or- 
gans of fpeech to acquire fuch an aftoniihing 
volubility. This portion of the fervice ad- 
mitted 
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ftiltted of fome variety in the execution, ac- 
cording to the ftrength or weaknefs of the 
kings of him who performed it. But every 
clergyman whom I have heard read it, hur- 
ried over, iti an uniformly fuftained voice, 
as many words as he could poffibly pro- 
nounce at one infpiration ; then flopped— 
no matter whether at the end of a fentence, 
or word, orfyIJabJe,fo long as to fetch breath; 
and fo proceeded to the end of the lefTon. 
Other portions of the fervice were uttered 
in a hollow, grumbling uniformity of tone ; 
and with the features formed into an ex- 
preffion of fuch horror as one might fup- 
pofe a coward to exhibit when the ex- 
ecutioner was fixing the halter about his 
neck. Betwixt thefe two extremes are many 
Intermediate gradations ; but none of them 
approaching to the natural tones and in* 
flexions of the voice. 

The parochial clergy are ftill lefs refpea- 
able than the regular. Nothing more is ne- ' 
ceffary to the obtaining of this charader 
than being married, and being al^Ie to read 
and write. The firft of thefe qualifications 
F 2 is 
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is indifpenfablej the others, being lefs eflen- 
tial, are more eafily difpenfed with. I have 
often heard it affirmed, that the parochial 
clergy are the moft worthlefs fet of men in 
the empire. In fuch a comparifon it would 
certainly be difficult to determine to whom 
the preference is due. 1 therefore think this 
charge too general to be true, although there 
is, doubtlefs, abundant room for improve- 
ment- in this clafs of men. Defpifed by the 
higher claffes of fociety, they are reduced to 
the neceffity of affociating with the meaneft 
of the people: hence, inftead of rifing to the 
rank of refpedable citizens, and afpiring to 
the praife of learning and virtue, they retain 
the meannefs of fpirit, the low fenfuality, 
and the difgufting vices of thofe with whom 
they aObciate. 

The poornefs of the ecclefiaftical livings 
feems to be the chief caufe of the degradation 
of the clerical charadler in Ruffia. Mod of 
the benefices afford nothing more than a 
fcanty fubfiftence, and that of the pooreft 
kind. To qualify men for fuch appoint- 
ments, literary accomplifhments, or indeed 
6 accomplifh- 
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accompllflimcnts of any kind, cannot be re- 
quired. It is impoffible to fuppofe that men 
(hould fubmit to much previous difcipline, 
as the means of pufhing themfelves into 
a profeffion which can reward them with 
barely the articles neceflary for their fubfift- 
encej a profeffion in which even the prizes 
may be confidered as blanks. In this refpedt, 
the regular clergy have fome advantage over 
the parochial ; and the effedrs of it are ap- 
parent In the difference between the two 
orders. The dignitaries of the church are all 
chofen from the regular clergy. Every man 
of this order has therefore a chance, though 
a wondrous fmall one, of rifmg in his pro- 
feffion. Hence among the regular clergy 
fome men of learning and virtue are found ; 
while among the parochial clergy you will 
hardly find an individual eminent in any 
reiped:. 

I fhall not enter into the- policy of thofe 
reafons of ftate which induced the fovereigns 
of Ruffia to deprive the church of her re- 
venues. I am no advocate for an opulent 
ecclefiaftical eftablifhment ; for I have gene- 
F3 rally 
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rally obferved, that riches are apt to induce 
habits very different from thofe which chrif. 
tianity fhould form in its teachers. But 
Ruffia affords the moft unequivocal proofj 
that poverty is not lefs inconfiflent w^ith the 
purity of manners, and refpedlability of 
chara£ter, which we look for in the public 
teachers of a pure and benevolent religion. 
Priefls, like other men, mufl poiTefs a certain 
rank in fociety, to enable them to fupport 
a proper charader : they mufl be raifed 
above the temptations which fpring from 
want, before they can be fuppofed felicitous 
about the attainment of ornamental accom- 
plifhments. The Ruffian clergy are not ge- 
nerally looked upon as gentlemen ; and there- 
fore they cannot be fuppofed to be very 
anxious about adling agreeably to a cha- 
radter to which they are not allowed to lay 
claim. They are condemned to hopelefs 
penury 5 and therefore they cannot reafon- 
ably be expefted to aim at attainments, 
which, without improving their fortune, 
could only reflet a painful luftre on the 
mean condition to which they are doomed. 

Akhougl; 
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Although however the ecclefiaftical liv- 
ings be thus miferably fcinty, fome monaf- 
teries and churches poffefs great wealth, in 
plate, in robes, and in jewels. You can hardly 
iraagine any thing more fhewy than the 
appearance of the priefts of thefe churches 
on their feftival days. But if the wind fliould 
chance to blow afide the facred veftn\ent, 
you w^ould probably feel a degree of difguft 
not eafily defcribed, at feeing ihoes and 
ftockings, and breeches and fliirt, of the 
coarfeft materials, generally ragged,; and 
always dirty, appearing from under robes 
of the mod fuperb and coftly embroidery. 

This fituation of the clergy is highly un- 
favourable to the general improvement of 
the country. In all the enlightened nations 
of Europe, the priefts form the moft nume- 
rous body of the learned. They are alfo 
the clafs on whom the civilization of the 
lower orders of the people chiefly depends. 
They are naore uniformly fpread over the 
country than any other defcription pf men 
of letters. The vulgar are intimately con- 
neded with them, and have a high refpeS 
F 4 for 
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for their opinion. Hence they have it more 
than any other clafs of men in their power, 
to perpetuate error, or to difFuie the'know- 
ledge of the truth through the mafs of the 
people. A priefthood, like that of Ruffia, 
who are themfelves tindured with all the 
prejudices of the vulgar, may ferve to ob-. 
ftrua, but cannot promote, the progrefs of " 
improvement: and while the church-livings 
are fo fcantv, it is not probable that men of 
abilities will be induced to enter into fuch 
m unprofitable profeffion. 
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LETTER V. 

Winter Drefs and Diverjions of the Ruffians. 
— Manners and Cujloms. — RtiJJian Jubilee. 
• — Ancient and modernDreJfesoJ the RuJJians. 



St. Peterfburg, January 1789. 



DEAR SIR, 



irlAVING in my preceding letters en- 
deavoured, in the manner of poets and his- 
torians, to intereft you in my febjedl by a 
very general fketch of what is moft promi- 
nent and ftriking in the viciffitudes, man- 
ners and cuftoms of Ruflia, I fhall from 
time to time, as leifure may permit, or cir- 
cumftances and opportunities invite, com- 
municate to you whatever may appear to 
be anywife inftrucftive or amufing in this 
metropolis and country; which, if I may be 
allowed fo vulgar a figure on fo vaft and 
gomprehejiriye a fubjeft, is a kind of half- 
way^ 
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way-houfe between Europe and Afia. It 
may probably happen that I may quit and 
refume the fame fubjedls again and again. 
But the fame objeds feen in different lights, 
and under different fets or affociations of 
ideas, may fugged different fentiments and 
refledions. I do not pretend to fyftema- 
tife or dogmatife iu any thing : and even 
my arrangements muft be chiefly cafual. I 
muft, in all refpedts, plead the privileges of 
epiftolary correfpondence, free and wild, 
above rule or art ; though faithful to truth 
and to nature. 

The firft day of the year is a great day at 
court : every ftar, garter, and ribbon, is wait- 
ing upon Her Imperial Majefty. The can- 
nons, drums, and trumpets are all at work: 
thefe are the drawing-room furniture of 
an imperial palace. 

It is now defperately cold weather, no lefs 
than twenty-five degrees of Reaumur. I 
{liall be frozen to a ftatue. We drive about 
the ftreets and upon the Neva in Hedges of 
a different conftrudion from thofe ufed for 
{ravelling ; feme refembling a fmall boat, 

and 
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qnd others the body of an open chaife. 
The higher ranks in general, however, ufe 
their coaches, placed upon a fledge frame : 
and it is merely for an hour's amufement 
when they drive in fledges. 

Every gentleman and lady of the lovper 
order, as long as they have a copic to fpend, 
lays it out cheerfully in hiring the ftreet- 
fledges, ranged at all the corners pro bono 
puhlico. They look like fo many Phaetons 
by the fpeed of their horfes; only their car- 
riages have no wheels. 

The ifliwhoihics, or fledge-drivers, make 
it a point of honour to pafs every other 
brother of the reins; they ufe no whips: 
there is a continual fliruggle for fuch pre- 
eminence. Their hbi;fes are excellent ; few 
of them worth lefs than twenty or thirty 
guineas. The ifliwhcfliics, by a peculiar 
management of the reins, make them anfwer 
the double purpofe of abridle and whip ; and 
indeed they have but to fpeak to their geld- 
ings if they wifli them to run ; they cannot 
flop them fo eafily. I have never feen 
Ijojrfes with naore fpirit. Peter I. ufed thofq 
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ftreet- conveyances in common with his fub- 
je£ts ; and it frequently happened that he 
bad not money in his pocket to pay the farej 
on which occafion he borrowed of fome 
perfon or other to difcharge it. The Ruf- 
fian beau attends his miftrefs in a fledge, 
fitting \A?ith her, or ftanding behind. The 
grand field where they parade is the Neva. 
It is the race-ground where the gentlemen 
difplay their expertnefs at driving, and the 
fiectnefs of their nags ; a part of the frozen 
river is railed in for the purpofe. But, in 
ordinary, there is racing every where, and 
jt is well if one efcapes being rode down. 
This gives conftant exercife to the eyes in 
watching, as well as to the feet in getting 
clear off: and this, I prefume, may be the 
caufe of the quick ftep and look of the Pe- 
terfburgheis. There is a perpetual flight in 
the ftreets to preferve legs and arms ; and 
the word Pady, or " Get out of the way," 
refounds from morning to night. Street- 
travelling is much cheaper here in winter 
than in fummer. The fledges are very nu- 
pierous : many of the Ruffians in the coun» 
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try, whofe work is put an end to by the 
froft, come into tov>?n with their horfes, 
and commence hackney fledgemen. When 
fummer returns, the gentlemen and ladies 
are turned out of their carriages, and again 
prefs the pavement with their feet. The 
wheel carriages are double and triple the 
expence of the winter equipage. There 
are no regulations for the hire : a circum- 
ftance which very frequently calls forth the 
moft violent exertions of oratory; The ifh- 
whofhic knows by a glance of your coun- 
tenance how much to alk. If you are a 
foreigner, he demands five times his fare j 
if a Ruffian, he only afks double ; calculat- 
ing upon receiving a half of his demand 
from each. The hirer makes an offer en 
pqjfant ; it is refufed, and he walks away : 
the ifliwhofhic endeavours to perfuade him 
to give more, until the gentleman is out of 
hearing; when, being convinced that argu- 
ments are fruitlefs^ he drives after him, and 
receives the paffenger without exchanging 
another word. Thofe fledges aSually add 
to the feverity of the Ruffian climate. The 

quick- 
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quicknefs of their motion, if the wind is Li 
your face, occafions, befides the increafed 
coldnefsj a fenfation as if your brow was 
cut with a razor. Againft this you muft de- 
fend yourfelf as you can by the aid of a 
muff, which covering the whole of yout 
face, you fit very comfortably while taking 
an airing in the dark. The ladies have the 
advantage of their male relations : they paint 
inch thick ; which, if it does not add to 
their beauty, at leaft prevents them from, 
being froft-bitten. I fee the fair damfels 
galloping in twenty degrees of Reaumur, 
without even a bonnet ; while the fons of 
Mars, fwords, bucklers, and all^ are rolled 
up in fable. Vanity in our fex has the 
fame efFeft as paint in the other. A Ruffian 
beau of the firft magnitude defpifes a warm 
drefs, as it fpoils his fhapes— he ftruts in 
filk ftockings, a hat and cockade ; and as 
often a.4''the cold will permit, he throws his 
fur cloak afide, to difplay his filk breeches 
and fatin veil. 

The police are very attentive to preferve 
the people from ufing improper freedoms, , 

Of 
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or expofing themfelves to this ungracious 
climate. The theatres, and all places of 
public amufement, are fliut vyhen the 
cold is feventeen degrees of Reaumur. A 
cuftom of the Ruffian nobility and gen- 
try makes this regulation abfolutely necef- 
fary. Afiatic pomp prevails here, as much 
as at Ifpahan or Delhi, in defiance of ice 
and ftorms. They make their attendants 
wait with their carriages wherever they go, 
for one, or for tea hours, as it happens, let 
the cold be -ever fo violent. The miferable 
grins of thefe half-frozen wretches con- 
vince me that it is not their choice : the 
coachmen are fometimes frozen to death 
upon their boxes. I fhall fpeak of the 
hardinefs of the natives when I have feen it. 
Could I forget for a moment fuch barba- 
rity, this afied:ed pomp of frozen attendants 
would be truly laughable. Every gentleman, 
who is entitled by his rank rather than by 
his fortune to be drawn by fix horfes, mufl 
have that number ; but no regard is had to 
quality, fize, or colour ; fo that it is common 
to fee among the fix horfes four of differ- 
ent 
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ent tints. The coachmen have beards 
hanging to their girdles, and from every 
hair depends an icicle : the poftillions are 
all young boys blowing their fingers : 
add to this portrait the iheep-fkin doublet, 
and a cap of the fame fluff, as black as if 
the Ikins were already prepared for {hoe- 
leather. ■ To contraft this fpedacle, the 
great man within, and his two or three 
liverymen behind the chaife, are covered 
with gold lace. Many of the nobility go 
to the other extreme; and the magnificence 
of their carriages, their horfes, and their fer- 
vants, is Ijecoming only of crowned heads. 
The Rmlian jubilee has commenced. 
Tce-hills are ereded upon the Neva, and all 
the apparatus of a Bartholomew fair. The 
river is crowded with the beft and with the 
worft company : much is the noife of me», 
and dogs, and boys. There muft be at 
leaft thirty thoufand peopie affembled. 
Her Imperial Majefty Catharine II. drove 
amidft her fubjeds, in a Hedge, followed by 
feveral others with the attending officers 
of the court. A party of the huffar guard* 
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cfcorted Her Majefty. The fame day- 
appeared the Grand Duke and Duchefs; 
and after them came their children, the 
young Grand Dukes and DuchefTes. We 
had with us the whole imperial houfe of 
Ruffia, and they were received with every 
demonftratlon of loyalty and affection. The 
fevere winter procured the Neva this ho- 
nour. Thefe aflemblies do not take place 
upon the river unlefs when the Ice has at- 
tained fuch a thicknefs as may infure fafety. 
There is no riot with all this buftle ; not 
a furly look nor a fmgle blow given or 
received. The Ruffians are fo bufy in 
drinking, finging, and laughing, that they 
have no time for quarrelling. The police 
are watchful ; but there does not appear to 
be much reafon for their vigilance. The 
temples of Bacchus and of Venus now open 
their gates. Thefe are built here of a con- 
flruftion proper for the climate, having 
ftoves, folding doors, and double windows. 
' The daggering votaries of the former make 
the air refound with their fongs. A Ruf- 
fian never walks by himfelf when he gets 
VOL. I. G drunk. 
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drunk, if he can lay hold of a friend : three 
or four ftagger in concert, and, very fo- 
cially, knock their heads together. They 
get diunk in company, and rife and fall as 
one man. They do not tipple for hours j 
they fwallow as much in two or three mi- 
nutes as completely does the bufinefs they 
came about. If there be no fophas at hand, 
they can make a fhift to lie wherever they 
tumble. With regard to love and to dreft, 
a beard a yard long is in high eftimatioa 
among the fair nymphs of Ruffia. The 
Scotch have a merry air, beginning with 

The Cjirle he came o'er the craft 
"With his beard new fnaven. 

Such a preparation in a Ruffian lover 
would go near to ruin his fuit. The com- 
monalty have ftill a great veneration for 
this fringe of human hair, notwithftanding 
the efforts of their monarchs to root it out ; 
and it is only thofe depending upon go- 
vernment, in the army and navy, who have 
yet complied with the cuftom and wifh of 
the Court. Thofe who retain their beards 

retain 
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retain llkewife the ancient drefs ; the long 
fwaddling coat, either of {kins, or of coarfe 
cloth lined with fkins, ia winter; and ia 
fiimmer, of cloth only. About their mid- 
dle they have a fafh of any colour ; but 
what they moftly afFed is green or yellow. 
They wear trowfers iuftead of breeches and 
ftockings : their linibs are, bcfides, wrapt in 
many folds of woollen fluffs to keep them 
warm ; and above all they wear boots. 
Their fhirts are fafliioned as women's ; their 
necks expofed to the cold, and »s hard and 
impenetrable, from this pradice, as a piece 
of adamant. Government continues to ex- 
ert every nerve to compel the fubjefts to 
adopt the German drefs. The clergy alone 
excepted, none can procure any place, any 
favour from Court, upon other conditioa 
than banifhing the Afiatic fheep-fkin robes. 
The worn-out veteran retires with a penfion, 
upon the cxprefs terms of never again af- 
fuming the habit of his fathers. But fo ze_a- 
loufly attached are the multitude to former 
manners, and fo honourable do they efteem 
G 2 them. 
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them, that a Ruffian drefled in his beard 
and gown tells you by his looks that he has 
not proftituted the meiTiory of his anceftors. 
The drels of the women is the reverfe of 
the men both in fafhion and colour; every 
part of it being as fhort and ti^ht as de- 
cency will allow, and as g mdy as their co- 
pics will admit. The dreis of the Ruffian 
women is exactly the fame with that of the 
highland women in Scotland : both have the 
fhort jacket, the ftriped petticoat, and the 
tartan plaid ; and both too, in general, have 
a napkin rolled about their head. The 
Ruffian women are, however, far more ele- 
gant and rich in their attire : nor is gold 
lace wanting to fet off their charms, any 
more than the art of painting. The young 
generation are modernizing thefe antic veft- 
ments ; the ftifF embroidered napkin is fup- 
planted by one of flowing iilk ; the jacket 
and petticoat are of mullin or other fine 
flufrs ; and the plaid is exchanged for a filk 
or fatin cloak, in the cold feafon lined with 
fur. The better clafs of females wear vel- 
vet 
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vet boots. ' The drefs of the higher ranks 
is after the French and Englifh faihion : and 
all muft have a covering of fur fix months 
of- the year. Thus equipped, the prince 
and the peafant are hurled in their chaifes 
and fledges through the dreary Scythian 
winter. 
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LETTER VI. 

^/ Petcrjhurg the vinji firiUng AJfemhhge of 
all Nations.—The native gsod Tajle of the 
RuJiansforMufic.—rhe Rujian Theatre. 
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DEAR SIR. 



St. Peterfburg, January 17S9. 



FEEL myfelf here as in another world ; 
the drefs, the manners, and cuftoms of 
the people are fo different from thofe of 
other nations in Europe. 

Befides the variety of nations which 
compofe the Ruffian empire, in my daily 
walk through the city I meet with Englilh, 
Danes, French, Swedes, Italians, Spaniards, 
Portuguefe, Venetians, Poles, Germans, Per- 
fians, and Turks : the laft, prifoners from 
Oczakow. This aflembly is a natural 
mafquerade, and no city upon earth pre- 
fents any amufcraent of this kind in fuch 

perfedion 
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perfeftlon as Peterfburg. In other great 
cities the variety of ftrangers is not fo dif- 
tinguifhable as here; owing to their ac- 
commodating themfeU'cs to the drefs of the 
country in which they refide or fojourn, in 
order to prevent the mob from flaring at 
them. 

In Peterfburg there is no need of this 
compliance : let foreigners be drefled ever 
{o oddiy, they will find in every lane fiib- 
jedsin the Ruffian empire to keep them in 
countenance. She brings into this ball her 
various fwarms, from the fnowy mountains 
of Kamichatka to the fertile plains of the 
Ukraine— a fpace of 40O0 miles ! — Sibe- 
rians, Tongufians, Galmucs, and an endlefs 
train of Tartar nations, the Fins, the Gof* 
facs, &c. 

Peterfburg is a ftrange city even to the 
RiifTians: it increafes daily with new re- 
cruits from every corner of the ernpire. 
Ruffia refembles an heir newly come to his 
eftate. She is only beginning to learn, and 
feems flruck with her own importance. 
This young heir has got his dififerent maf- 
G 4 ters 
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ters to attend him : the Englifli mafter Is 
teaching him the art of navigation and 
commerce ; the French, as ufual, to dance 
and to drefs ; the Itahan is drawing plans 
for hishoufe, and teaching him to fing j the 
German makes him wheel to the right and 
to the left, and teaches him all the other 
arts of war. 

The truth is, the Ruffians are going on too 
faft in afFeding as well as attaining improve- 
ment. Foreigners have put too many things 
into their heads; and, I believe, are picking 
th,eir pockets, by the idle fchemes with which 
they amufe them. The Ruffians, in general, 
look upon foreigners as a kind of fuperior be- 
ings, in regard to the arts and fciences. They 
Value themfelves chiefly upon their valour, 
and the ftrength of their army and navy. 

The improvement that firft attrafted my 
attention was the theatre: in the depth of 
a fix months winter, this naturally attracts 
us from other objeas perhaps more valu- 
able. They have French, German, and 
Ruffian comedians, and an Italian opera. 
The mafquerade is a favourite amufement 

at 
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at this dreary feafon. There are - fuch 
great diftinftions of ranks without doors, 
that they ai'e happy at times to fink and 
forget thefe in a mafque. On the contrary, 
in England, we are fo much upon a level, 
without and within doors, that it would be 
no amufement or relaxation to repeat the 
fame fcenes : and this I take to be the rea- 
fon that we have few mafquerades. 

The French ad:ors are highly efteemed j 
and I aflure you the Ruffian players are no 
lefs fo, in comedy. The latter have a pecu- 
liar turn for works of humour, but in trage- 
dy they cut a poor figure. Tragedy has no 
charms in their eyes ; and I am very much of 
their way of thinking. There is a fufficient 
number of melancholy fcenes prefented 
every day in real life : I prefer, with the 
Mofcovites, to fmg and dance while we 
may. This turn for humour in the 
Ruffians is attended with a fault : their co- 
medy too often approaches to farce. They 
,enjoy with all their fouls their native operas ; 
in which are introduced rural fcenery and 
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afraid of your calling me Goth, I would tell 
you I prefer many of the Rufs fongs to the 
Italian: they are fimple, but exquifitely 
pleafing ; the Ruffians forget every thing 
elfe while they are liftening to them. Even 
among the waggoners and other ruftics, we 
fliall fometimes find five or fix dividing 
their voices into as many keys, and pro- 
ducing a concert no way contemptible. 
They are felf-taught, and do not under- 
ftand what tenor, or bafs, or treble means. 
I wonder the Italians have not pretended 
that fomc David Rizzio had vifited this 
country, feeing they are jealous of their 
quavers. 

The Ruffian inftruments of mufic are fim- 
ple asthcir fpngs. Of thefe the balileka is the 
favourite of the common people. This is 
a kind of guitar with two firings : the per- 
former places' it upon his knee, and Itrikes 
the wire with fuch art, as to move fome cor- 
refponding chord iu the breaft of every 
Ruffian within hearing. Several of their 
other inftruments refemble thofe of the 
ancient Romans ; particularly the pipe of 
5 Part 
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Pan is matched by their whlftle of nine ©r 
ten joints, placed at each other's fides, of uiv- 
cqual lengths. 

You nriull always expect to hear poetry 
mentioned with mulic. Ruffia has produced 
two excellent poets in SomonofofF and Su- 
morokoft. Before their time, the Ruffiaa 
ftage was difgraced by burlefque obfcenities, 
equally ofTenfive to good ienfe and decency: 
and thefe indecencies were often incorpo- 
rated with fcenes borrowed from fcripture. 
We are told by Stael-hen, that he has feen 
the Emprefs Elizabeth's maids of honour 
a£l a comedy, foraetimes in unfurniflied 
houfes, aqd at others in a hay-loft about the 
court fcables. Other ftroiling companies 
a£ted in the public fquares : their exhibi- 
tions were often little better than the buf- 
fooneries adted at Bartholomew fair ill 
Smithficld. 

Fedor Wolkot, the Garrick of Ruffia, 
after exhibiting for fome time fuch fcenes as 
have been juft mentioned, introduced upon 
his ftage the plays of LomonofofF and Su- 
morokofF. Wolkot painted the decorations 
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of his theatre with his own hands^ and af*. 
Med in the makinerlip of dreffes. He very 
frequently gave a play gratis, in order to 
infpire his countrymen with a tafte for the 
drama. But though the pieces of Lomo- 
iiofoff and SumorokofF were well received, 
his countrymen, for many years, continued 
to prefer before all theatrical entertain- 
ments, the riotous amufements of the ta- 
vern. The Emprefs Elizabeth in the year 
1752 brought Wolkot and hJs company to 
St. Peterfburg, where, upon the court ftage, 
he played the tragedies of S^imorokoff. ij 
order to improve this campany, flie efta- 
bliOied a national theatre, on which Wolkot 
was the chief adlor. And for the purpofe 
of exciting a fpirit of emulation, fhe appro- 
priated about a thoufand pounds fterling, to 
be divided amongft the adors according to 
their abilities ; and allowed them, befides, 
to aa once a week for the public and their 
own benefit. Befides all this, the Court 
bore the whole expence of the play. Thea- 
trical improvamenis were made from time to 
time J and alon^ with the produaions of 

SumorokofF 
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Sumorokoff tranflations of Moliere and 
fome other French ,comic writers were 
played. The Emprefs Catharine augment- 
ed the fain appropriated by Elizabeth for the 
falary of the comedians to about tuur tliou- 
fand pounds fterling. Two celebrated ac- 
tors, Wolkot and his brother, were enno- 
bled ; and the Emprefs gave them eftates 
and peafants (for the former are in no va- 
lue in Ruffia without the latter — fo that in 
the north as well as in the fouth of Europe 
mansrial lords are found among players *, 
Talents of all kinds ought to be rewarded : 
but is it not extravagant, and indeed inde- 
cent, to confound a good player with a 
great general? a Rofcius with a Scipio? 
When Catharine gave land with the rank 
of nobility to the Wolkots, what more 
could ihe referve to Prince Potemkin and 

* This alludes to the circumftance of Mr. Garrick's 
purchafmg the manor of Hendon. This, however, con- 
fers not any rank or order of nobiUty. h might have 
been purchafed by a hangman if he had been rich 
enough : and it has now aaually paffed into the hands 

of an apothecary. 
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Count Romanzow ? I blufh to think that 
players, and feme filly poets, as well as pa- 
triots and heroes, are to be found in Weft- 
niinfter Abbey : Henderfon and Garrick as 
v^dl as the Duke of Marlborough and Earl 
of Chatham. 
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^ Tragi-cotnedj performed by Rujfian Stroll- 
ing Players —An Hijlorical Play written 
by Her Imperial Majejiy Catharine 11. 



I 



Ingria, near St. Peterfburg, Feb. 1789. 

X AM juft arrived from attending two 
Ruffian village girls to the theatre. A 
number of flrolling players from St. Pe- 
terfburg have honoured the villagers, re- 
fiding in the midft of a wood, with a vifit. 
The theatre of this ftraggling village con- 
fifts of one room about twenty-five feet 
fquare. A blanket, very properly in this 
feafon and climate, fupplied the place of a 
curtain. 

The manager had, this morning, paraded 
the village, dreffed like a harlequin, and 
beating a drum. Another of the a£!:ors 
performed upon the French horn. They 

promifed 
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promifed to the inhabitants of the village 
an entertainment confi^ling of divers cu- 
rious and novel pieces, tragical and comi- 
cal. The performance did not begin until 
the arrival of the great folks, viz. the vil- 
lage bailiff, his wife, and daughter, who 
were received by all the audience wi^h re- 
peated marks of applaufe. The gende- 
man and ladies being feated in the ftage 
box, on the end of the firft form neareft 
the aflors, the blanket rofe. 

The firft ad confifted of the School for 
Scandal, with abridgments, however, as 
well as variations ; which were the moft 
intereftlng, as they fiiewed the tafte and 
turn of the Ruffians. The manager's wife, 
in the charafter of Lady Teazle, having 
given ear to the addrefles of her gallant, 
lies down upon tbe floor, and a mock en- 
gagement takes place before this delicate 
audience. Bearded faces pufhed forward 
in every direaion to behold this amorous 
exhibition, and grinned a very high degree 
of fatisfadlion. The ladies tittered, and 
held down their heads. Full of love and 

love's 
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love's difports, the pair fall alleep, and are 
caught in this fituation by Sir Peter Teazle, 
who finds both Jofeph and his lady with- 
out any fcreeh before them. Imagine to 
yourfelf the confternation of Lady Teazle,' 
when fhe was awaked by a kick with her 
hulband's foot ; and Jofeph with the appli- 
cation of a whip acrois his fhoulders. The 
frighted Jofeph rofe, and in a hurry ran pfi 
without pronouncing one fentiment. The 
unfortunate fair one wept, and in a fong 
told us how the bafe man had deceived her. 

Another comedy, the title of which I do 
not recoiled', was prefented in the fecond acl. 
The principal character was performed by 
the fame lady, the manager's wife, who again 
was nearly caught tripping in an exhibition 
fimilar to the former. ■> 

Tragedy drew her dagger in the third a£t. 
The cup remained with the audience, who 
fefrefhed themfelves betvveen the ads with ■ 
brandy. A vaunting foreigner arrives in 
Ruffia : by his ribbon I found they meant 
Prince Naflau. He tells the audience that 
the Ruffian officers could do nothing ; and 
promifes to do wonders for her Imperial 
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Majefly, The other tragedian, in the cha-^ 
rader of a Ruffian nobleman and naval of- 
ficer, takes fire at this, and, having borrovi^ed 
a white jacket and trowfers from one of the 
auditory, and fixing the order of St. George 
upon his fi-ately fhoulders, he challenges this 
boafting ftranger. Many thrufts wtre given 
and received ; at laft, as might be expedled. 
Prince NaiTau fell : the blanket fell too by 
accident, and covered his bleeding body 
from the rejoicing company, who expreiTed 
the greateft encomiums upon the champion 
of their country, and deteftation of fo- 
reigners. 

A ne w. hiftorical play was lately produced 
at the grand theatre at Feterfburg. Report 
gives it to the pen of the Emprefs. It al- 
ludes to the ancient hiftory of Rufiia, and 
of the connexion between the Ruffian and 
Grecian fovereigns, and of their intermar- 
riages together. Some petty princes who 
dillurbed the primitive dukedom of Ruffia, 
•whoie capital city was Kioff, are brouo-ht 
in chains before the Czar. KiofF, fituated 
upon the elevated baiiki; of the river Nieper, 
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is pidured in a beautiful fcene. The galley- 
fleet appear afloat upon the river. The Duke 
is bufied in the hall of audience, receiving and 
fending awaydifpatches to various provincesj 
and giving orders to his furrounding mi- 
iiifters. 

His fon the young Duke fets ofF for By- 
zantium^ and riiarries a Grecian princefs. 
The royal pair vifit in his capital their Ruf- 
fian father. A moveable fcene reprefents 
the diftant march of their efcort ; numerous 
armies, waggons, camels loaded with pre- 
cious articles: fquadrons of cavalry guard 
the young Princefs and her hufband in their 
triumphal can 

The heralds with trumpets announce their 
arrival. The proceffion pafles along the ftage ; 
the officers of the Grecian court, in their 
proper habits and. infigaia : the Princefs's 
maids lead or follow in the procelTion, 
according to their ranks. The Duke received 
them in his hall of audience. The youno-' 
Prince conduds his veiled bride to the pre- 
fence. The fuperior lady of the Ruffian 
court, who appears to be a prieftefs, ap- 
•^ 2 preaches 
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preaches the Grecian Emprefs, and poursi 
myrrh or other pounded herbs upon her 
head. The Duke entreats her to unveil: an 
officer of the court, or priefl, at a refpeftful 
diftance, touches the Princefs's veil with a 
wand, and lifts it off. She appears crowned, 
and in the Grecian habit ; and making her 
obeifance to the Duke, he embraces and 
falutes her. Attended to her chamber by her 
own and the Ruuian female maids of honour^ 
the latter undrefs the Princefs, and again 
drefs her in the Ruffian habit. The Prin- 
cefs refumes her veil, and, feated at the head 
of her ladies, the Ruffian female dancers and 
fingers entertain her with their performances. 
The Princefs, having remained for fome time 
at Kioff,- takes leave of the Duke, inviting 
him to vifit the court of Byzantium. 

The next fcene again prefents to view 
tlie ciiiy of Kioff. The Duke embarks in 
his galley, for Byzantium, and fails down 
the Nieper. As the entertainments given at 
his own court were fimple, and charaderiftic 
of the manners of his nation, fo the fplendid 
reception he met with from his Grecian 
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daughter was equally fo of the power and 
greatnefs of her empire. The heralda an- 
"nounce the arrival of the Duke. The Gre- 
cian Emperor and Emprefs rife from their 
throne in the audience chamber, and receive 
him, as do the numerous and fplendid cour- 
tiers, with every mark of honour and reve- 
rence. The Duke's heralds read a lift of 
his titles. I fufpe^t, from the length of 
this lift, that Catharine 11. had added fe- 
veral not then exifting in the pcrfons of 
the Ruffian Dukes, 

A table is fuperbly covered : the goblets 
and cups were of maffy iVlver, fent from the 
palace at Peterlburg. The whole fervice 
was of the fame metal, as well as many 
pieces of pure gold. 

The mock fovereigns wore crowns of 
gold, fparkling with real diamonds of great 
value. A guard flood behind the fcenes 
to prevent any attempt upon the rich 
fcenery, which had never before been intro- 
duced into theatres. 

The Grecian Emprefs fat at the head of 

the table, the Duke upon her right, and her 
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hufband upon her left hand. The courtiers 
and ladies of the court flood around them, 
but other attendants waited at table. At 
intervals a band of mufic, Grecian dan- 
cers and fingers, perform before the au- 
guft affemblage. The fovereigns rife from 
table. The Duke leads the Emprefs to the 
amphitheatre, which appears in the next 



13 pre- 



fcene erefled round the flage. Th 
fented a new and uncommon profped. It 
was crowded with the gentlemen and ladies 
of the Grecian court, and with the Ruffian 
courtiers who had accompanied the Duke in 
their national habits. The Grecian and 
Ruffian guards in their ancient national uni- 
forms filled up the remaining fpace. The 
Duke, the Emprefs, and her hufband, wer^ 
feated in the fame gallery upon the right, 
but divided from their courtiers by a par- 
tition ; and their place otherways diilin- 
guifhed. The Grecian fencers, gladiators, 
wreftlers, {hooters with the bow, in their 
turns difplayed their dexterity : fometimes 
they contended in parties, fometimes only 
two fought for the prize. The foot racers 
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wheeled around the pofts, and preflkd on to 
the goal. The conquerors were crowned 
with laurel ; they carried too the arms of 
the vanquifhed, who walked around the 
ftaoe behind them ; and all, as they pafled 
the fovereigns and courtiers, faluted them. 
A fecond ftage was ereded beneath, 
and at the further end of the amphitheatre. 
A reprefentation of the ancient drama was 
exhibited. Two adors alternately appear- 
ed, and delivered difcourfes from the plays 
of Euripides. The audience were tranf- 
ported into old times, and imagined them- 
felves feated in Rome or in Athens. At the 
conclufion of this drama, confifting of feve- 
ral aSs, between which the audience were 
entertained, as ufual, with mufic, a ftair was 
conftruaed to the gallery where the fove- 
reigns and minifters were feated ; they de- 
fcended by this ftair, railed with the buck- 
lers, the banners and fpea-rs of the conquer- 
ors in the preceding games. The curtain 
dropped amidft the huzzas of the guards 
and the found of trumpet?. 



\j 



Nl 



.»' 






11 4 



LET' 



r i^~ 



lOX 



LETTERS FROM 



LETTER VIIL 

Eajer Holidays.— 'The River Neva, — Ruf- 
Jtan Climate. — JVititer Market at Peterf- 
bitrg, a great CurioJiiy.—-The Benejit which 
the Rujians derive from fevere Frofls. 



St. Peterfburg, April 1789. 

1 HE Eafter holidays have ended, and the 
Bartholomew gambols are again renewed, 
but not upon the ice. The Neva is begin- 
ning to ihake ofF its icy chain: it is only 
when he is a bound flave that people, ven- 
ture to tread upon him. 

One of the fquares of the city was fixed 
^pon for the exhibidons. Wooden huts 
are ereaed,^vithin which the multitude are 
entertained with brandy^ and theatrical amuje- 
ments. Befides-the dramatic fcenes in thofe 
huts, there Vveie a variety of fways, upon 
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^hich the Ruffian lads and laffes mounted 
together into the air. I faw feveral Turks 
Swinging along with their conquerors. I 
was happy to fee the poor Mahomedan pri- 
foners in fuch good fpirits. Indeed they 
are treated here with much humanity. Pe- 
ter I. had, no doubt, brought the model of 
thofe entertainments from London or Am- 
flerdam, as the beft to be had at that time. 
They do not appear to be of Ruffian ori- 
gin. It is furprifing to view the firfh nobi- 
lity of the empire, driving in their carriages 
around thq circle which holds the rabble, 
flaring at one another, and at the mob, for 
hours together. 

The Neva, by the continual frofls fince 
the beginning of November laft, has attained 
an amazing degree of thicknefs, and it would 
ieem to require a whole fummer to melt it. 
Were the river to remain fhut until the ice 
v/as melted, there would be no navigation 
pn it before July or Auguft. The current 
of the river, when the ice turns weak and 
porous by the melting of the fnow upon its 
lurface, hurls this body away and clears the 

Neva : 
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Neva; and the Neva, in like manner, clears 
the lake of Lodoga. Soon after the Neva 
ice is gone, the rotten ice of the Lodoga is 
drawn into the river hj its current. Nature 
has cut out a river from rnoft of the north- 
ern lakes, to drain them of their ice. The 
intenfe he:it of the polar fummer aiTiRs in 
this work, and to i-ender them foon naviga- 
ble for the purpofe of fifliing and tranfport- 
ing of merchandife. An intenfe fun might 
reduce the ice to a perfect honey-comb: but, 
while it floats, it incommodes all naviga- 
tion, and therefore the rivers are abfolutely 
neceffary to difperfe it. 

It has been afierted, that the northern win- 
ter is the beft feafonfor tranfporting merchan- 
dife, from the uninterrupted fmoothntfs of 
the mads over the frozen land and water. 
This is fo far true : it accelerates the tranf- 
porting of goods in fledge?, from inland parts 
to the principal towns fituated near lakes 
and rivers, to be fent by water in fummer, 
to the great marts of trade, as Peterfburg, 
^rchange!, and Riga : but the goods could 
pet be brought to thefe laft ports by land 

carriage, 
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carriage, from one or two thoufand miles 
diftance, allowing the roads to be ever fo 
fmooth, without raifmg the price to an 
enormous height. It is by lliipping alone 
that the Ruffian commerce can efFedlually 
be fupported, Peterfburg is fupplied by 
land carriage in the winter with provifions; 
not becaufe land carriage is cheaper or more 
convenient than carnage by water in fum- 
mer, but becaufe the provifions cannot be 
brought at any other feafon with fafety. A 
live ftock cannot be brought to market at 
the fame expence, as when killed and pack- 
ed at the place where it was fed : and be- 
fides the expence of driving, a live ftock 
■would require to be. fatted at their arrival. 
When killed, cold weather is the only fea- 
fon, in a country where the fummer is fo 
warm, for tranfporcing thecarcafes to market, 
frefli as well as to fait, and conveying provi- 
fions to, the cellars In diftant towns for fum- 
mer ufe, Wild game, and fifh in particu- 
lar, could not be conveyed frefh, in any 
pther manner, from a diftance of many 
hundred miles, than in a frozsn ftate. I 

need 
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need only add, that fifh here is the princi- 
ple article of confumption. The frozea 
market in Peterfourg is a curlofity pecuUar 
to Ruffia. It is not held upon the river, 
but in one of the great buzars, or fquares, 
in the fuburbs. Here is a very extenfive 
pi£ture of dead life — a kind of refurreftion 
of quadrupeds. The peafants who fell this 
colledlion to the inhabitants, place the dead 
animals, ftripped of their fkins, upon their 
legs, and in different poflures. A ftranger 
beholds too, with wonder, an innumerable 
variety of the feathered creation— an ex- 
tenfive collection of zoology : every tint 
with which nature has painted the feathered 
inhabitants of earth and air, is llrewed 
around at the foot of tyrant man ! The ti- 
mid hare, clothed in his winter robes, is 
not permitted to wear them long, but is 
dragged to fwell the various feaft. 

This vaft wholefale warehoufe fupplies 
the other buzars in the city, where beef is 
cut down and fold in the fmalleft quantities. 
The fifh, from a fize not two inches in, 
length, to the fine falition and fturgeon^^; 
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from three to five feet, are heaped in frozen 
piles. The young fry of the lakes and ri- 
vers fliould not be fuffered to be fold in the 
markets : it will in time exhauft the libe- 
ral gift which Providence has beftowed upon 
this nation, in filling her lakes and rivers 
with every variety of the finny kind. 
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proclaims likewife the approach of war. 
The ftreets are daily crovv^ded with troops 
marching to the frontiers of Sweden. The 
temple of Janus is opened. I heai'd from 
my window the trumpet'^ fhrill found : I 
went out and followed the regiments, and 
mixed with the crowd attending them. 
*' May you conquer our enemies, and re- 
*' turn victorious and unhurt !" faid a poor 
peafant to a foldier ; and, while he fpoke, 
the tears gufhed from his eyes. The foldier 
ftepped afide and kiffed him. The inhabi- 
tants look wifhfuUy at thofe going to fight 
for them. The foldiers feem pleafed with 
this mark of tender concern, and grafp their 
mufkets firmer in their hands. 

Several thoufand Tartars, Bafkeers, and 
Kirgees are arrived and encamped near the 
city. They are all horfemen : poor mifer- 
able looking creatures, efpecially the Kir- 
gees. They refemble a band of gypfies, 
and their encampment keeps up the refem- 
blance. Their tents are of poles covered 
with rags ; and in addition to thefe, a few 
ruinous huts. Their arms are bows and ar- 
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rows and a kind of fpear ; a piece of flick 
with an iron fpike or nail at the end of it- 
Their horfes are very fmall but fpirited ani- 
mals, continually fighting with one ano- 
ther. The hoi-fe furniture is a wooden 
faddle foftened with rags, a very ufeful 
article in a Tartar equipage ; and a bridle 
made of a leather thong or bit of rope of a 
fimple conftrudion. But as the Tartars 
fpeak to their horfes, they have the lefs oc- 
cafion for fpurs or bridles. The Tartars ob- 
ferve no kind of order in camps, and very 
little in their march : they have no uniform, 
though a blueifli colour is the prevailing fa- 
fliion among them. The faftiion of their 
coat differs not much from the Ruffian, but 
it is fhorter and with open fleeves ; over 
which the officers wear a long robe of fear- 
let or other gaudy colour, ornamented with 
narrow gold lace, or embroidered more or lefs 
according to their dignity. Their caps are 
of fkins, with long flaps hanging about their 
necks and ears. The common men are fo 
ragged and dirty, that one is at a lofs to de- 
fcribe their habiliments. Their face is fliort 
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atld rather oval, with high cheek bones, 
aquiline nofes, fmall lively eyes, tawny com- 
plexions, and low ftature. They are very 
awkward in their gait in walking, but quite 
at home upon horfe-back; and tliey delight 
in inclining their bodies to one or other fide 
of the horfe^ to fhew how eafily they can 
recover themfelves. They frequently prac" 
tife fhooting at marks, and feem to have no 
ideas but fuch as relate to their horfes and 
their quivers. The officers have pi/lols and 
fabres richly ornamented with filver and gold. 
The armour of their men is very mean ; they 
have all of them uvbres, but are ill enough 
provided with mulkets, with and without 
locks. They are not fond of fighting with 
or againft mufketryi what work they do in 
battle is done quickly^ and loading takes up_ 
time : they beat or ar'e beaten in a moment. 
I am at a lofs to guefs what fervice they can 
be of in Finland, whofe rocks and moun-^ 
tains, fo unlike the plains of Tartary, will be 
another world to thofe tribes, and overturn 
all their fchemes of war. They may, in- 
deed, butcher the defencelefs peafants ; but 
VOL. I. II hope 
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I hope this difgrace will not happen to the 
Ruffian arms. The ftrldeft regard to the 
laws of war can alone alleviate its horrors^ 
or adorn its triumphs. No fituation, no 
provocation, no neceffity will apologize for 
cruelty. Would a monument hung round 
with human heads, like the gates of the 
kings of Perfia and Dahomy, who drench 
every paffion in the blood of their fubjea: 
flaves, tranfmit a hero's name with honour 
to pofterity ? Such might have been ereft- 
ed for Montcalm at Quebec. The order 
or permiffion of that accompliihed and 
intrepid commander to the favage allies of 
France, to commit wanton ads of barbari- 
ty, tarniflies the crown of glory that other- 
wife would have been his due : and even 
the facred name of Wolfe is fullied by per- 
mitting retaliation. 

I lament the vvar of Sweden with Ruffia, 
and earneftly pray for a Ipeedy termination 
of it. With regard to the Turks, the ene- 
mies of the Chriftian name, I ctjuld wifti to 
fee them difmilFed from Europe. Notwith- 
ftanding the follies and vices of Rome, I 
^ cannot 
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cannot patiently behold the murderers of 
the Greeks and Romans. If Greece and 
Rome gave us the firft models of laws, reli- 
gion, arts, and fciences, is it grateful in us 
to fuffer, and even to proted, a monument ' 
of their difgrace ? Would it be cruel to fend 
the Ottomans to inhabit the fertile plains of 
Afia Minor, now deferts for want of cul- 
ture ? "Would it be illiberal to feparate the 
Greeks and Turks, to prevent thereby the 
daily torments endured by the defcendants 
of the Athenians ? to abridge the empire, 
and to fhorten the reign of barbarifm ? 
The ancient connedion of Mofcovy with 
Greece, through the intermarriages of their 
fovereigns, points out the Imperial Houfe of 
Ruffia as the legal heirs to Turkey in 
Europe. 

I do not conceive that a jundion of the 
Turkifh and Ruffian empires would be fa- 
vourable to the general balance of power, or 
to individual interefts. But, perhaps, were 
the Grecian crown plapped upon the head of 
a younger branch of tHe Houie of Peter the 
Firft, it might preferve the political balance 
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of power, much better than to fuffer the 
Turks to remain, to be played off, at the plea- 
fure of intriguing politicians, againft the re- 
pofe of Europe. There would be no danger 
from the family compatft of Greece and 
Ruflia, unlefs it could be proved that the 
Houfes of Bourbon andof Holftein have in- 
creafed their power by their family connec- 
tions. The hiftory of nations, as well as that 
of individual families, abundantly proves, 
that oppolition of iutereft and mutual jea- 
loufies are able to divide brothers and cou- 
fuis juft as eafily as any other neighbours. 
There cannot happen a more favourable pe- 
riod than the prefent to give Greece a king 
and liberty, and to prefcrve thofe few rehcs 
of her former fplendour which ftill remain. 
To raife Greece again from her afhes, and 
to make her again th^ feat of learning and of 
elegance, would do more honour to the 
powers of Europe, and to humanity, than all 
their political balance fchemesand intrigues ; 
which as yet have only ferved to make man- 
kind more wretchel! : their cabinets have 
been the nurferics of war and legal murder. 
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On this fubjed it may be further obferv- 
cd, that the Tartarian hordes have for ages 
continued to dlflurb Europe, and ftlU con- 
tinue to do fo. The prefent war in Europe 
is occafioned by difputcs of which they are 
the foundation. After having themfelves 
ceafed to be a terror to European powers, 
bloody ftrife flill fubfifts relating to thofe 
vagabonds, altogether degenerated from 
their former charader ; which, though 
fierce, was diftinguifhed by many-noble and 
manly virtues. It throws unfpeakable dif- 
grace upon Europeans, to permit the Tar- 
tars and Saracens of Alia and Africa ftill to 
difturb their repofe : and what adds to this 
difgrace, Europeans keenly engage in quar- 
rels with one another, while they not only 
put up with every indignity from infolent 
barbarians, but even take afide againft thofe 
European powers who have the fpirit to al» 
tempt their extirpation. 
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The moft northerly parts of Siberia are in- 
habited by Fins and Tartar tribes in the 
loweft date of civilization ; the fouthern 
provinces border upon Tartary, properly fo 
called. 

There are many of the Tartars dill inde- 
pendent, if WQ call by that name the liberty 
of running from, the protedion of one fo- 
vereign to that of another. The Ruffian 
Government gives them every encourage- 
ment to fettle in Siberia, and in the king- 
doms of Cafan and Aftrakan ; and the Tar- 
tars begin to fhew a difpofition to become 
hufbandmen. The Kalmuc hordes are the 
moft obftinate ; they dwell near the Wolga, 
and maintain themfelves by fifhing and 
with their flocks and herds. They refufe 
the name of Tartars, becaufe the word rig*- 
nifies a vagrant. 

The Kalmucs are efteemed by the other 
tribes as a fuperior clals ; the Kirgees are 
much inferior in charadler as well as in 
wealth ; yet I could not help looking with 
veneration upon our Scythian fathers, 
though in rags. The Kalmucs deny them. 
The Kirgees, Baflceers, and other Tartars, 
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deny the Fins; the Fins deteft the Lap^ 
landers ; and the Laplanders, buried in their 
earthen caves, efteem thenifelves of divine 
origin. This is the beft ridicule of family 
pride and connexions that I have met with. 
The Fins are quiet and induftrious, and 
confequently fuperior in fome refpeas to 
all the otiiers. « But," fay the Kalmucs, 
" they are farmers — they till the ground ; 
" they are clowns : we are KQntfmen and 
." warriors, the immediate defcendants of 
" Zinghis Khan. and Tamerlane, conquer- 
*' ors of India and China* !" 

The Tartars are, at this day, divided 
into four grand divlfions : the firft inhabit 
their native plains of Tartary, under their 
khans; the fecond are mixed with the 
Chinefe, under the fame government and 
laws ; the third, having fubiliitted to the 



* The Indian nations in America admit the fupe- 
jiority of the Europeans in arts and fciences and all 
kinds of refinement, but they defpife them for fub- 
mitting to induftrious labour : in like manner the an- 
tient Caledonians, inhabitants of the mountainous re- 
gions, and addided to hunting and predatory war, by 



;way of contempt called the Ixsw Country Scots 
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government of Ruffia or to its protedlon, 
dwell in Siberia iand upon the banks of the 
Wolga ; the fourth acknowledge the Sultan 
of Conftantinople for their chief, and pitch 
their tents in Little Tartary : the laft of 
thefe divifions arrived, under the command 
of a defcendant of Zinghis Khan, at the 
time the Crimea was in the poITeffion of the 
Genoefe, whom they drove out by the 
affiftance of the Turks : hence the alliance 
between thefe two hordes. The Turks 
confider the Tartars as flaves ; and their 
princes of the Houfe of Ghyri-a-Gheary, 
their firft leader, receive an annual fubfidy 
frbm the Porte, upoii condition of appear- 
ing in the field with an army in the Turkiih 
wars. The Turks depofe their princes at 
pleafure ; but they appoini: a khan always 
from among the relations of the Ghyrian 
race. Thofe people have partly changed 
mafters fince the conqueft of the Crimea by 
the Ruffians j but they are ftill attached to 
their old lords from habit and fimilarity cf 
religion ; and many have deferted to the 
Turkifh provinces adjacent. 

Emigrations from the mother country at 

various 
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various periods filled the country adjoining. 
The new fettlers, following the example of 
the Crimeans, adopted in part the Maho- 
medan religion, and became allies of the 
Porte. The Moguls, or Kalmucs, fettling 
upon the eaft of the Wolga, were entirely 
feparated from their brethren in Little Tar- 
tary. The Czars of Mofcovy permitted 
them to live in their own way, only upon 
condition of remaining quiet, and paying a 
trifling tax in their iamb-fkius ; which are 
famous and univerfally worn in Ruflla. As 
the Kalmucs, notwithftanding thofe gentle 
terms, were much addided to lawlefs dif- 
order and plunder, the Czars were more 
than once obliged to curb their infolence 
and depredations. They could claim a fu^ 
periority to the Crim Tartars but in one 
point — their fteady adherence to the reli- 
gion of the Lama ; both purfued the voca- 
tions of hunting, and robbing. The Cri- 
means were diftinguifhed by the name of 
Mahomedan Tartars, and confidered as 
apoftates. 

Mcvmtaincus countries are faid to be 
moil favourable to liberty ; and yet the Tar- 
tars 
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tars in their wide plains boaft of freedom : 
their emigrations, to feek the protedion of 
foreign monarchs, however, prove that 
they have got tyrants at home j who, no 
doubt, contend in arms with one another ; 
in confequence of which, the defeated are 
happy to find an afylum in other countries. 
The freedom of unpolilhed nations, in- 
deed, confifts merely in lawlefs plunder and 
difputes. When a wandering nation is pre- 
vailed upon to fettle, and to fubmit to th? 
laws of their prince ; he ill deferves the 
name of tyrant, who endeavours by laws, 
by commerce, and by other means, to re- 
form his fubjects, even in fpite of tbem- 
felves, and make them capable of liberty. 

None but the fpeculative enthufiaft will 
ever brand the name of Peter 1. nor of any 
prince who purfues meafures fimilar to his, 
with the name of tyrant. There cannot lie 
3 ftronger proof of a monarch's wifhing his 
people to be free, than that of his taking 
every ftep to render them capable and 
worthy of freedom. The Kitan or Kathan 
Tartars were the firft conquerors of China, 

and 
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and gave their name to it, Cathay ; by which 
name it is ftill known to the Tartars and 
Ruffians ; who call too the ftufF Nankin, 
the famous manufadlure of China, Ca- 
taylca. Thefe firft conquerors, in conjunc- 
tion with the original natives, built the ce- 
lebrated wall, to keep out the numerous 
fwarms that crowded after the Kitans to their 
good fortune. The Kitans and Chinefe 
were, however, overpowered fucceffively by 
the Mogul and Tongufian Tartars. It is 
a prince of thelafl hotde that now fits upon 
the Chinefe throne. 

The ruin of the Chinefe empire would 
have naturally followed its conqueft by the 
different nations of Tartars, had the Tartars 
then been the barbarous race they now are ; 
and a fecond Rome have tumbled before the 
Goths of Scythia. The Romans, unable 
to fave themfelves, faved China. In their 
expeditions into Tartary, they left behind 
them a tafte for the fine arts ; and, no doubt, 
many ftragglers of their legions. The 
Tartars had, befides, in their wars with In- 
dia, procured a tafte for induftry as well as 

plunder : 
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plunder ; and monuments of ancient gran- 
deur, the remains of noble cities and other 
works, inconteftably prove that Tartary was 
formerly the feat of elegance and arts. 
Thofe tribes who boaft their refemblance 
to the ancient Moguls by their prefent va- 
grant life, expofe their ignorance and dege- 
neracy. 

It would appear that China had drawn 
into it all the enterpriiing and induftrious 
Tartars, for thofe left behind fell off from 
the reputation of their forefathers ; or elfe 
the fuccefs of one tribe in the conqueft of 
that country, raifed a fimilar fpirit in their 
brethren at home ; which, however, fub- 
fided at laft after many confliils among 
themfelves, in fubje£tion to one or other of 
the great powers around them. That part 
of Tartary which fent China her prefent 
lords is under the fame laws, and its natives 
ftilTaefaiowledge the Emperor of China for 
their khan : they have feveral times attempt- 
ed, with the afliflance of the Chinefe, to 
fubjugate other kingdoms in Tartary, but 
have been repeatedly driven back by forae 

brave 
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brave and numerous hordes, which yet Re- 
main to defend the tombs of their anceftors. 
The Moguls arid Tongufians, when they 
pafled the great wall, were not one hun- 
dredth pare fo numerous as the Chinefe : a 
civil war among themfelves gave an oppor- 
tunity of attack to a few daring invaders. 
By adopting the drefs and manners of the 
vanquiflied, they prevented them from feeing 
this inferiority of numbers. The Tartar 
language, alfo, bearing a near affinity to the 
Chinefe, the conquered could not diftin- 
guifh, in the armies of the ufurpers, who 
were Tartars, or who their countrymen ; 
nor know, of courfe, with what probability 
of fuccefs they might be attacked. 

China may be confidered as a province of 
Tartary. It has certainly, from the earlieft 
period of tim.e, been peopled by refugees 
from this mother country, flying from ty- 
ranny and opprefiion. The mountains af- 
forded them protedion, and the delightful 
cUmate and rich foil eafdy invited thofe who 
had fled from war to arts of peace : it was 
probably owing, in like manner, to defeat 

and 
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arid oppreffion, that colonies were diiven 
into China by fea from Egypt. The 
Tartars poured forth on their neighbours 
in every direction, and carried their vidlori- 
ous arms and made conquefts in India, 
Greece, Italy, Germany, France : in a word, 
in every quarter in Alia and Europe ; nay, 
even in Africa, A great deal has of late years 
been written, and not a little of this by men 
of real genius and learning, on the fubjeft 
of Tar tar y ; among whom Mr. Bailli and 
Mr, Pallas are particularly diftinguifhed. 
There are monuments, both natural and ar- 
tificial, that carry the philofopher, who fur- 
veys that wide zone of the earth, back to the 
remoteft antiquity — periods antecedent to 
written records, and even to oral tradition. 
Tartary has probably, and indeed without 
any doubt, undergone many viciffitudes as 
well as other countries, particularly cham- 
paign countries of great fertility and extent. 
The Etrufcans were a civilized people in 
Italy before the Romans : and other nations, 
in that fine country, were, no doubt, in 
civilization and knowledge prior to the 

Etrufcans. 
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tudes that, iffuing from the Tartarian plains, 
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move from their own territories, and to in* 
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vade thofe of others : when they have, 
indeed, like the ancient Germans, begun to 
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In many things they were barbarians, but 
not in the art of war : fo that what was 
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and firfi: migrations of thofe people lay be- 
yond the northern hiftoric horizon of the 
antients : which horizon was bounded by 
the 57th degree of northern latitude. The 
northern coafts of Europe to the north-eaft 
of the Elbe were not at all known : the ex- 
tenfivefea was very little if at all navigated. 
There was no certainty about the Cafpian, 
which was fuppofed to be a great bay of the 
rsTorthern Ocean ; as was alfo the Euxine. 
The Scythian clans of the Roxolani, dwell- 
ing on the north of the vale of Boryfthenes, 
were the moft northerly people known to 
the antients ; for, the regions beyond ihem, 
although in a parallel more to the fouih 
than many parts of Britain v;hich were 
known to be inhabited, were fuppofed to be 
uninhabitable on account of the extreme 
cold : this was the northern boundary of 
the geographic knowledge of the antients. 
AH beyond was unknown, and fuppofed to 
be a region of inhofpitable cold and dark- 
nefs. The more remote antients, as Ho- 
mer and Hefiod, in conformity with the 
popular notions of their times and country, 
vx)L. I. K fuppofe 
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fuppofe all thofe beyond thofe precinds to 
be beyond the bounds of the earth ; nay, 
beyond chaos, to be the region of Ihades, 
and fubterranean. This region, however, 
they called Tartarus, by the name of a peo- 
ple and country that really exifted. This 
unknown land, defcribed as beyond the ex- 
treme bounds of the habitable world ; and 
even beneath the earth, was the fabulous ha- 
bitation of the Cymri j Cimmiari or Cim- 
bri of the early ages, a people known to 
the antients only in fable. 

The Greek and Roman writers then were 
unable to explore or even to form any plau- 
fible conjediure concerning the origin or 
firft courfes of thofe barbarous people : and 
their migration, and inundation of the coun- 
tries all around, has been generally confide?- 
ed as a fubjeft of wonder and aftonifhment 
rather than an objed: of philofophical inveftir 
gation. 

, In the prefent age of rational curiofity 
and enquiry, it. may be expeded that men 
of leifure, genius, and learning, will colled 
all the fads, and t|ie fragments of fads, 
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relating to that deluge of barbarians, that 
lie feattered amidft the mais of h'lftoric ru- 
insj and try to recompofe them into feme 
femblance, at leaft, of their original exid- 
ence. The philofophical enquirer will not 
view thofe hordes upon hordes as dropping 
from the clouds, like fwarnns of infeds; 
or, as birds of paflage flying through the 
air. He will be attraded by their capacity 
of moving, and the means of fupporting and 
enabling them to move in a body. He will 
not give way to the fuggeftions of an indo- 
lent prefumption, that thofe people were 
mere favages, or refolve all their movements 
and Operations into mere brutal force. He 
will immediately perceive military difcipline 
and fubordination ; a regular fyftem of march 
and caftrametation ; and an effedive plan 
for the fupply of provifions and warlike 
ftores, with the neceffary means of carriage. 
At the head of thofe tribes, or hordes, he 
will find leaders of fpirit and vigour of mind 
fufhcient to command the refped and obe- 
dience of their ferocious officers and foldiers; 
and of fuch military experience and Ikill, as 
K 2 well 
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well as fortitude and bravery, as to meet in 
the field the beft generals in the civilized 
world ; and finally to condu£t their com- 
mand, through an infinite variety of un- 
forefeen occurrences and emergencies, to 
the deftined point of fervicc. 
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LETTER XI. 

Flnnlfh Nations, — Error of Mr. Btiffon. — 
Cujloms and Manners of the 'Tartar Na- 
tions. — Of the Religion of barbarous Na- 
tions. — Similarity of Cuftoms between the 
Tartars and American Indians. 

St. Peterfburg, April 1789. 

1 HE Finniih nations in Europe are thofe 
inhabiting Finmark and the provinces bor- 
dering upon the gulph of Finland. They 
are different from the other tribes inhabit- 
ing the more northern parts of Europe and 
Afia, in language and rehgion. Their man- 
ners have a nearer refemblance, as muft 
happen to tribes and nations, whether they 
be of the fame origin or not, dwelling in 
the fame climate, and under the fame cir- 
cumftances. Difference of language is not 
always, however, a certain proof of a dif- 
K 3 ferent 



^^ 



LT) 



C\l 



O 



-O^ 



i ^y 



-r~- 



-VD 



-LO 



-00 



//f 



-CxI 



3 = 




■■ 


^H 


^^^^^^li^^^^^B^|^2^S- 


■ 


h- ' — = 






CO — = 


H| ;i34 LETTERS FROM 




ip^ — ^ 


I'li 


ferent origin ; nor, on the contrary, is fi- 
'. milarity of cuftoms a prcjof of the fame ' 
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^H " whofe figure is uncouth, and whofe 
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^H *' to be of a degenerate fpecies, they are nu-? 
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WM ^' merous, and the countries they occupy 
IH " extenfive. The Laplanders, the Danes, 
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Swedes, and Danes are as unlike the natives 
beyond the ar£tic circle, as the other inha- 
bitants of Europe. They are, in general, 
tall, well made, and comely, and as differ- 
ent in language and cuftoms as any two 
people poffib'ly can be, except in one in- 
ftance ; wearing fur cloaks in winter. 

The Afiatic tribes inhabiting Siberia and 
the banks of the Wclga are divided into 
Fins and Tartars. The latter prevail in 
number. The Laplanders, with the Green- 
landers, Fins, and other tribes upon the 
Frozen Ocean, were, without doubt, the ori- 
ginal inhabitants of Ruffia, Denmark, and 
Sweden, and had been driven out by the an- 
ceftors of the prefent poffeffors ; a matter 
which is confirmed in a certain degree by 
the traditions of Lapland. The Ruffians 
call the fiirft numerical figure Odin, proba- 
bly in aiJufion to the firft in place and dig- 
nity, as this celebrated leader was of the 
northern hives. The native country of 
Odin was Scandinavia. As we approach 
the pole, or enter the diftant plains of Tar- 
tary, he is lefs known. In Tartary he was 
K 4 only 
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cnly chief of a wandering tribe. In Scan- 
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fixed nations. We find the Laplanders and i 
i Tartars in particular having other gods than 
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Odin: they worfhip the fun, in which, 
however, they fuppofe the exiftence of a 
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between them ■ and the Ruffian females, 
as there is between both and the balladieres, 
or dancing girls, in India. Their manner 
of dancing is ex'acftly the fame as that cf 
the women of the iflands of the Indian 
Ocean, reprefented in the plates of Captain 
Cook's Voyage. 

Befides the fun, the Tartars have various 
inferior deities, prefiding over vegetation, 
over harveft and hunting J and every family 
too, and every forelft, and river, and lake, 
has its peculiar god. The lower man is 
funk in ignorance, the greater is his fear ; 
he multiplies his gods, as a kind of body- 
guards, againft the equal number of evil 
genii which his fertile imagination creates 
alone with them. He cannot conceive 
how one deity is able to extend attention 
and protedion to all animate and inanimate 
fubftance. Even, in our moft exalted ftate 
of knowledge, it is almoft too great a weight 
for the human mind to conceive the vaft- 
nefs of a power, which of itfelf created 
and regulates all things. As our minds en- 
large, the fictitious gods are banillaed; the 
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lakes, the woods, and firm land, and float- 
ing feas, are as it were delivered into the 
hands of one almighty Governor 1 

In the facrifice for obtaining plenty of 
food, the women are permitted to join; 
but in no other facrifice. Many tribes, 
who deny the female title to future exift- 
ence, imagine it is unneceflary in the ladies 
to folicit the gods unlefs for prefent fubfift- 
ence. The Tartars open a furrow in the 
fpring with great ceremony; and in this 
they are im-itated by their defcendant, the 
Emperor of China. If the harveft fail, they 
fay it is owing to the Ghriftian part of their 
countrymen, who offer no facrifices. They 
have a grand feftival in honour of all the 
gods, and make their offerings before fires, 
as at an altar. They throw cold water upoa 
the viaim ; and if it does not fhiver at the 
feventh ablution, it is deemed an unfortu- 
nate omen. The priefls, when the vidim 
is drefled, hold up a difh with part of the 
animal to the gods, and then divide the reft 
among the votaries, as was alfo cuftomary 
both among the Greeks and Romans. Pa- 
rents, 
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rents, and age, over all the eaft, are highly 
venerated. In the affemblies, in which 
matters of war and hunting are debated, 
the old men are firft heard. The North 
:A-nierican .Indians prefent the moft ftrik- 
ing pictures of filial love, or rather of filial 
adoration, in the annual refurredion of 
their dead relations. The Afiatics do not 
carry their refpeft to fo awful a degree 5 yet 
■ they tranfport the bodies of their dead to a 
vafi; diftance, to be interred near their other 
relations, if they happen to die in the country 
of ftrangers ; and they have annual fefti^ 
vals in commemoration of the dead. The 
Tartars in general are very pious and fin- 
cere in their devotions : every one holds a 
rofary in his hand, by which they mark the 
number of their ablutions. The prieft fits 
crofs-legged upon his heels, facing the con- 
gregation ; he recites the prayers in a foft 
and pathetic tone of voice, and the aiTembly 
repeat them, or anfwer Amen to each. The 
prayers of fuch tribes as are of the Maho- 
medan religion are in the Arabic language. 
. When the word Alia is pronounced, every 

one 
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one heaves a profound figh, ftops his ears, 
fhuts his eyes, covering his face with his 
hands, and bending it towards the ground, 
as if unworthy to hear the facred name pro- 
nounced, or to look up to heaven. The 
Tartars wilh to be interred near the tombs 
of reputed faints, as well as their relations, 
carrying their afFedions and their zeal to the 
grave. If the weather be hot, and the dif- 
tance of thefe fepulchres confiderable, the 
dead body is reduced to a Ikeleton, which 
is tranfported to the deftined place ; while 
they bury the other parts where death firft 
arrefted them. When a Tartar, in travel- 
lingjchances to ride by the tomb of his friend, 
he enters into converfation with the dead, 
enquires into his prefent condition, and, 
fnatching a handful of hair from his horfe's 
mane, depofits it upon the tomb. The Ame- 
ricans refemble the Tartars in every thing re- 
garding veneration for the dead, and fune- 
ral cbfequies. They place the dead body 
upon a cloth, prefenting it with different 
viands and fruits, put a pipe into its mouth, 
and converfe with it concerning the acci- 
dent which occafioned its death. They 

afk 
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aflcifhis wife, or fons, or , daughters, had 
vexed and broken his heart ; promifing 
fatisfa£lion upon the dehnquents, and to 
perform annual honours to his manes. The 
Ruffians have ftill remaining among them 
cuftoms fimilar to thefe : and in feveral 
other cuftoms of the Scythians, the Ximila- 
rity between their manners and the Ameri- 
cans virould feem to confirm the idea of 
America having been peopled from the 
north-eaftern parts of Afia. 

The Tartars formerly, when richer than 
they are now, ufed to bury with the dead 
valuable articles of filver and gold : yet fucU 
is their veneration for their anceftors, it is 
ftill held, as it always was, the higheft facri- 
lege to plunder the fepulchres. The Ruf- 
fians, lefs fcrupulous, find great treafures in 
digging the tombs in Siberia and Tartary. 
This proves the degeneracy of tl;e Tartars 
more than any thing elfe : the permitting 
ftrangers, I mean, to difturb the ihades of 
their fathers. But their antient fpirit no 
longer exifts ; and even the Kaimuc, Vvill 
foon begin to put moft value on things 
of this world. 
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^he different Tartar Tribes.— Marriage Ce- 
remonies, — A Tartar Divorce,~Trial for 
Adultery in Tartary.— Tartarian Gods and 
Goddeffes. — Funeral Orations. ~~ Anecdotes 
cfthe Circafftans. — A Tartar Love Song, 



T: 



St. Peterfburg, April 1789. 



HE various nations of Tartars are not 
only jealous of their diftina origins, but of 
preferving their race pure and unfullied 
from mixture, unlefs with the Moguls or 
Kalmucs, whom they efteem the higheft 
clafs. There are fmall villages in Siberia, 
which contain a whole nation of thofe un- 
adulterated fpecies, covered with rags and 
naftinefs, and funk into the loweft degree 
of ignorance. Sometimes thefe little nur- 
feries of empires are reduced to ten or 
* twenty 
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twenty families ; and, no longer able to esift 
of themlelves, tkey intermarry with the 
tribes among whom they dwell, if thefe 
happen to be of an inferior rank, as none 
others would admit of fuch alliances. Hence 
the language of the reduced tribe, as well 
as their peculiar manners and cuftoms, in a. 
fliort time become extind:. The Arinzes, 
a Tartar tribe inhabiting Siberia, reduced to 
a fmall number by war and misfortunes, 
fled and aflbciated with the Katfehinzes, 
taking wives among them. In the year 
17.35, when Meffrs. MuUer and Gmelin 
vifited the Yenifei, there was only one man 
left who fpoke the Arinzian language : Mr. 
MuUer found this perfon ufeful in giving 
him words from his vocabulary, from a lan- 
guage nearly expiring. When Mr. Mul- 
ler and his fellow-traveller Gmelin vifited 
the fame part in the year .1740, the Arin- 
zian was dead ; and the language of his na- 
tion, and the nation itfelf with him ! 

Whatever difputes may arife about the 
origin of men, the origin of women affords 
no grounds for any : it is perfedly diPdaa: : 

they 
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they are all of the fame race and family—* 
■whether they tread bare-footed the deferts 
of Tartary, or lead the dance in the gayeft 
Parifian aflemblies, they (hew themfelves to 
be of the fame genuine ftock in cufloms and 
manners. The Parifian lady pillages every 
toy-fhop to ornament her perfon : the Tar- 
tarian damfel, for the fame end, is equally 
eager in exploring the ihores of every lake, 
every hill, and plain, and wood : in or- 
der to fet off her charms, flie picks up every 
pebble and fhell : they all agree in one pur- 
fuit — man. Their language and oratory arc 
the fame : the fame their eyes — their tears. 
They allow men to conquer Afia, Africa, 
Europe, and America ; and, when men have 
done, they lay hold of the vidors. 

Wives, among all thofe northern and 
eaftern nations, are purchafed by the men : 
and fo foon as a Tartar female is marriage- 
able, the mother hangs a white fhect upon 
the outlide of the tent, as a fignal to bache- 
lors. The parents in Tartary, as well as in 
Europe, keep to themfelves the privilege of 
making the bargain. The bride, as cudom 

demands. 
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demands, ftruggles hard at leaving the fami- 
ly hut : the bridegroom requires afliftance in 
dragghig her away ; as it would appear for- 
ward and ungrateful, to feem to go willing- 
ly from her parents and houfehold gods^ 
and immodeflly to ruih into the arms of a 
ilrange hulband* They at leaft make a 
ihew of 

•••'■••• innocente, and virgin modefty, 
That would be woo'd, and not unfought be worii 

Milton. 

The bride is carried to bed by force. 
Among fome tribesj they fet her upon a 
mat, and, taking the corners, carry her 
into the bed-room, faying to the bride- 
groom, " Here, wolf, behold thy lamb!'* 
But then comes the ordeal trial : if the bride- 
groom fufpeds the virginity of the bride, he 
returns the wanton to her relations again j 
allowing, however, the purchafe-money. 
Among the Oftiacs the cuftom varies : if 
the bridegroom be fatisfied with his bride, 
he prefents, next morning, a rein-deer to his 
mother-in-law : but fhould he not be fatif- 
fied, the mother-in-law prefents a rein-deer 
VOL. I. L to 
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to the bridegroom ; thereby juftly and inge^ 
nuoufly implying, that, the daughter being: 
under the mother's care, the praife or blame 



of her eondud: belongs to her guardian. 



If 



a Tartar is determined no longer to bear 
with the frailties of his wife, he goes up to 
her, and tears off her cap or veil ; and this* 
of itfelf, conftitutes a divorce. The Ton- 
gufian, when he has detected his wife in 
criminal connexion with other men, chal- 
lenges the adulterer ; and being armed with 
large clubs, the challenger firft receives fe- 
veral blows from the challenged upon his 
back ; which is then returned alternately until 
one or the other is killed, and frequently 
both. If the adulterer refufes the chal- 
lenge, he muft pay whatever is demanded 
by the injured hufband in cattle and goods. 
The Tartars have their gods and god- 
defles in as great abundance as the Greeks 
and Romans, with other names, but with the 
fame employments. Their Juno is called 
Youma Ava, or Mother of the Gods ; her 
fons are the inferior deities. Pan is chriil 
tened Vadafch ; and we find him at his old 

trade 
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trade of flieep-herding. The ttien are un- 
der the protection of the gods — the women 
of the goddeffes, whom they addrefs fepa- 
rately. Unlike the antients, they beftow 
the title of Thunderer upon an inferior 
deity; and, indeed, leave very few things 
for Jupiter to do, except to produce chil- 
dren. The Tartars have fome furies too 5 
but I have not found over whom they pre- 
fide, as the Tartar huftands keep their 
wives in tolerable order with the help of a 
whip — a famous inftrument in northern 
countries for making peace :*— it is the olive- 
branch of Scythia. 

Polygamy is permitted among the Tar- 
tars ; yet it is only the wealthy who can in- 
dulge in this ; the women choofmg, in gene- 
ral, to have a, poor hufband to themfelves* 
rather than to be one of two or three to, the 
richeft chief. If a Tartar has not fufEcienc 
money or goods to purchafe a wife, he 
.ferves his father-in-law a certain number of 
years, as Jacob did of old ; or, perhaps, he 
fteals a wife from a ftrange tribe. They 
prefer Kalmuc women to all others, alle- 
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girig, that they preferve tlie marks of ydutii 
longer than thofe of the common race of 
Tartars ; and to procare fuch alluring 
wives, they make incurlions into the Kal- 
muc countries, in order to carry the wo- 
men off: the haughty Kalmuc would never 
confent to fuch marriages. Should a Tartar 
leave a Kal.muc widow, fhe difplays, in a 
funeral oration, the heroic tendernefs of her 
bufband, who did not purchafe her with 
vile cattle or money, but ventured his life 
to obtain her. She boafts of his conjugal 
love, hisgenerofity, his wifdom, his oecono- 
my, and wealth; the number of cattle 
which he had ftolen, and flaves which 
his valour had procured him. She pour- 
trays the noble figure he made upon horfe- 
back, in the chafe, and in battle. 

The Tartars are not remarkable for the 
ehaftenefs of their charadler ; yet we find 
examples, even among the CircaiTians, wha 
make a trade of beauty, of refpefl to decen- 
cy. Thefe, when under bondage to the 
Khan of Crimea, were obliged to furnifh his 
haram with a handfome young virgin an- 
^ nually. 
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nually. The Khan feat regularly his offi- 
cers to demand this tribute to lull. It hap- 
pened that the officers ufing improper free- 
doms in examining the girls, were put to 
death by the enraged fathers and relations. 
They coUeaed their forces, and cut in 
' pieces the army of the Khan, which was 
fent againft them to revenge the murder of 
his- minifters. 

From native poetry and fongs the difpo- 
fition of a people is beft determined; and, 
if we may judge of the amorous complexion 
of the Tartars from theirs, we fnall think 
very highly of their tender feelings. ' The 
following is a female love-fong, literally 
ttanflated from the Kalmuc language ; the 
fubje£t, the abfence of a lover. 

As ever in tlie morning the larks exalt their voices, 

And I liften to their fong, 

So my beloved comes inceflantly into mv mind 

Ah my father ! excellent at fhooting with the bow ! 

Ah my mother ! of fo kind a difpoGtlon ! 

Muft it then abide only in my thoughts ?— 

Thoughts are ever deceitful ; 

Senfual perceptions alone are real. 

O my friend ! let this be told to you— 

The conjuniftions of nature are powerful. 
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Tlie approach of our fate is concealed : 
Blifs flies of itfelf unexpeftedly, 
And is dellroy'd by che viciflitudes of the courfe of 
the world. 

Thofe Tartars who deny the right of 
women to a future flate, at the fame time 
exempt them frdfti all crimes here ; and 
they arefubjea to no, laws but the reftraint 
of their hufbands. Other tribes admit their 
ladies to accompany them to the other' 
world — where, fa,y , they, good men,- will 
find their families, their cattle and property 
of various kinds, in a much better ftate than 
in this. 

According to their near or remote ac-, 
quaintance with their ?v4ahomedan brethren, 
their rehgion is more or lefs mixed with its 
tenets : and fometimes the dodrines of the 
Lama and of Mahomet are fo jumbled 
among the common race of Tartars, that 
it is difficult to fay what they profefs. 
They call their heaven the land of perfeft 
perfeaion : their hell is a cold one ; where 
the poor v>'retch is doomed to wander, 
IMvering, naked, and forlorn. 
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Cujoms and Manners of the Tariars.'—Inie- 
rejling Anecdote of the forgot Horde.— 
Specimens of Tartar Poetry, from the Ruf- 
fian Travelkrs,--M. Pallas s Account of the 
Kalmucs. — Anecdotes of the Tongufa?ts, the 
I'tfi of ail the "Tartar Nations.— PoUienefs 
to their Jfofnen. 
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St. Petcrlburg, May 1789. 

The Scytlnans, though fliepherds, never 
refembled, in the leaft, the portraits drawn 
of Arcadian fwains. Their crooks are fpears; 
their mellow pipes are harfh-throated horns ; 
and their hamlets are filled with bows and 
poifoned arrows. They are butchers ra- 
ther than ihepherds : their flocks are fed^for 
flaughter. Where there is agriculture there 
is proportionable peace and protedion ; but 
L 4 there 
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there is not the like fecurity and repofe in 
the paftoral' life. However brave they may 
be, we fhali find that nation moft averfe to 
war, whexe agriculture and commerce flou- 
riih moft. Where there is a fixed and 
great property, the poffeflbrs are not fond 
of running the chances of war, by which 
they may lofe, but cannot gain. 

The Tartars are hofpitabJe to ftrangers. 
In their prayers they beg that God would 
beftow plenty, to enable them to warm and 
comfort the traveller. When you have 
once procured their friendlliip by kind of, 
fices, they feldom betray any confidence put 
ni them. To one another they are very 
kind in misfortune j parting with a fhare 
of their wealth to rcinftate their country^ 
men in the condition from which they had 
fallen. Some writers apologife for their 
depredations, on the ground that they pro^ 
ceed from a falfe notion of bravery. When 
a band of. Tartars, or, I Ihall fay, a foraging 
party, have feized upon a herd of cattle, 
they make a feaft, and what is not needed 
for prefent confumption is fent home. As 
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they grow weary of the expedition they 
drop off, without afldng leave of any onei 
Their prifoners they make their flaves ; as 
no Tartar, urilefs in the utmoft neceflity, 
will be a menial fervant. The women diC- 
cover, as every where elfe, a mild and hu- 
mane difpofition ; they are the prifoners* 
advocate with their fierce hufbands, and 
often connive at their efcape at the hazard 
of their own lives. . The Ruffian govern- 
ment having found the Tartars rather fickle 
political friends, oblige them to give hoft- 
ages ; and it is common to fee, in the ftreets 
of Peterihurg, a Tartarian Prince who is 
fecurity for his father's or his brother's fub^ 
jeds. If it be true that the Tartars are 
abjed flaves to their own Princes, whom 
thev almoft adore, we are at a lofs to recon- 
cile with this their love of freedom. It 
would feern, they are attached to their old 
cuftoms, rather than to adual Uberty ; and 
when unreftrained in hunting and robbing, 
they imagine themfelves free. Their ar- 
dent love of a wandering life is ftrongly 
jijarked by the following occurrence. 

The 
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The Torgots, a Mongolian horde, for- 
merly inhabited the banks of the Wolga, 
The Tartarian horde to which they be- 
longed, diflblved at the death of their kh9.n, 
Geldan Zeren, in the year 1 746 ; part fub^ 
mitted to China ; part fled to the deferts, to 
enjoy independence ; and the remainder 
acknowledged Ruffia for their protestor, and, 
pitched their tents near the Wolga, They 
had frequent difputes with the various hordes 
already under the Ruffian government, and 
were conftantly endeavouring to fubdue 
each other. Then- dread of falling at laft in- 
to the power of fome of thefe, or of the Jlufr 
fians, who were under the neceiTity of in- 
terfering, in order to keep their V/olgaic 
hordes in awe, made thqm gonceive the de- 
fjgn of marching back into Soongaria, their 
native. qountry. Their priefts, to accelerate 
their motions, foretold their bondage to the 
Ruffians, ■\S/ho, they pretended, would oblige 
them to follow agriculture, and furnifh rq.- 
cruits for the imperial armies. Trembling 
at this idea, the whole body moved, in the 
beginning of the year 1770, towards the 
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plains of Soongaria. The ground was co- 
vered with fnow, and they had a vaft tra£t 
of country and many rivers to pafs in their 
journey ; the hardfhips of which, and the 
attacks they experienced from the number- 
lefs Tartar nations in their way, reduced 
them more than one half before they ar- 
rived at their deftination. In this ftate they 
fell an eafy vidim to the Chinefe, who 
forced them to apply themfelves to huf- 
bandry, and difmifled their priefts, whoft 
counfels might foon again remove them. 

. Among thofe who were detained by the 
Ruffians, who purfued them and brought 
feveral thousands of them back, we find a 
piece of poetry, the burthen of which is 
the flight of their brethren, and their me^ 
lancholy fituation in being divided : 

" As when tlie heavens, in a night ferene, 
«' The twinkling ftars illuminate the fcene, 
«' And grid the azure firmament on high, 
« And fling their fparkling glpries thro' the iky-rr, 
" "lis filence all ! and peace and pleafure reign ; 
" No cloud obfcures the air, no flprm the main. 
" At once a folemn gloom draws o'er our he^d, 
«' Involvin'T earth und heuv'n in one dark flvade. 
■ ~ "" « Such 
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"Such quick viciffitudes of bllfs gnd woe 

" Attend the curfed fates of men below. 

" <)ur friends src fled ! We folitary flay 

" Where t!ie (."ieferted Wolga finds his Way ; 

»* Where, too, the lovely Mazak's orphan ftream. 

•' Ah, is it thus ? or do I only dream ? 

«/ No, no! they're gone! — At leafl, bid us adieu! 

" And fay, "With broken hearts we part from you ! 

*' Sad is the journey for your flocks and herds ; 

" Was it not better what we have prcferr'd ? 

" Or Ihall we, Heav'n forbid ! drag flav'ry's chains, 

" While you, in freedom, fcour your native plains 

" Hov/ lank, how lean will be the gen'rous horfe ! 

** The herds how crippled, with fo long a courfe 

" O'er rugped frozen hills and fnowy dales ! 

«« Fate bids it fo ; and fate o'er all prevails. 

*'. Ah ! comfort us with hope of your return ! 

*' Muft we from houfehold gods be Qver torn ? 

♦■* Muftwe for houfeholdgodsandyouforever mourn 

« The Kaimucs," fays M. Pallas, *^ are 
*' more aaive than the other tribes. They 
*' are a cunning people, but focial, and even 
in temper, upon every occafion.; friendly 
to their dependents, and faithful to their 
princes ; which is remarkable in fuch 
" widely extended plains and in fuch a va- 
'^ grant people. Were it not owing to their 
" attachment to their native manners, they 

would 
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«• would not keep together. Their tents are 
*' of felt, made of the wool of their fheep ; 
*' and indeed fo hairy, it 'is fit for nothing 
" elfe, but very fit for thisj keeping out the 
*' wind and rain, and being very portable. 
'* They are carried by camels ; which, how- 
" ever, do not thrive well in thofe regions. 
*' A common property among them is '^en 
*' cows and a bull ; or ten mares and a flal- 
" Hon: but they number fometimes by hun- 
" dreds and thoufands. They ufe the bullis 
" for beafts of burden, and keep many of 
" them, efteerning one bull as valuable as 
*' fifty cows. The lambs of their fheep 
'* fupply furs for peliffes or great winter 
" cloaks. 

*' When a Kalrauc horde intends to>e- 

•V move in fearch of frelh pafture, which, in 

'*'*'fummer, they are under the neceffity of 

■^' doing every four, fix, or eight days, peo- 

" pie are, in the firfi: place, fent out to recon- 

■" noitre the beft fpot for pitching the tents 

" of the khan or prince ; for the lama or 

"priefts; and for the idols. Thefe begin 

*' the march, and are followed by the whole 

" troopj 
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" troop, each choofing what place they thinld. 
" beft in the cavalcade. The camel that is 
" loaded with the moft precious furniture^ 
*' is decorated with Httle bells ; the reft 
*' march in a firing, the one behind the 
*' other. The bulls with the lefs valuable 
*' burthens are driven on before. On 
" thofe days, the girls drefs themfelves in 
*' their bell apparel, not forgetting tlje art 
*' of painting, which is common to the Afi* 
*' atics: they have the charge, together with 
*' the boys, of leading the cattle ; and, on 
*' the roads, they beguile the tedioufnefs of 
*' the journey with their fongs. Befides 
*' milk, the Kalmucs are fond of roots. 
" They procure tea, though at a high price, 
" from Ruffia, which they mix ; or fome- 
*' times fubftitiite wild herbs entirely for 
*' this bewitching beverage. They can- 
*' not endure hot rooms, and are very 
«' healthy." 

The Monguls, or Kalmucs — the Mand- 
Ihours, or Tongulians, are the two moft 
diftinguhhed tribes of all the Tartar nations. 
They both claim their defcent from the 

conquer- 
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conquerors of China, and boaft of native 
princes who have fat, or ftill are feated, 
upon the Chinefe throne. The Kalmucs, 
the nation of Tzingis Khan, were driven 
out of China A. D. 1 368. They revenged 
their difgrace upon the other Tartars, and 
deluged their native plains with blood in 
fearch of new fettlements. They have now 
little to diftinguifli them but their name. 
The Mandfhours, more fortunate, were; 
called in by the Chinefe during a civil war ; 
and the wooden horfe, once admitted with- 
in the walls, has kept its ftation. The 
Kalmuc Mongvxls inhabit the countries fitu- 
ated upon the Wolga. The Mandfhours, 
at the other end of the earth, pitch their tents 
upon the banks of the Amur, and coafts of 
the northern and eaftern ocean. The Kal- 
mucs, tired with unfuccefsful ftruggles, fub- 
mitted to the protedion of Ruffia; and the 
tattered remnants of Tzingis Khan's hoft 
craved leave to reft under the wing of the 
Imperial eagle. The Tongufians bravely 
defended therafelves againft the firll Ruffians 
who ventured to attack them in their native 
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country ; but they were at laft vanquiffiei 
by the fuperior difcipline of their invaders^ 
Though vanqulfhed, their fpirit was the 
fame, and breathing ftill independenceV 
They revolted when an opportunity offered, 
and murdered the Ruffian tax- gatherers, - 
It was not until the year 1657 ^^^^ Ruffia 
had obtained the peaceable government of* 
a part of this generous tribe. The Kalmucs 
are chiefly diftinguifhed from the common 
race of Tartars, by their form of govern- 
ment, which is monarchical. Their attach- 
ment to their princes keeps up fome ordef 
among them, and difcipline. The other 
hordes choofe among themfelves chiefs, ac- 
cording to their ideas of their abilities, pay- 
ing, at the fame time, due attention to the 
wealth of thofe eleded. 

The Kalmuc drefs nearly refembles the 
Chinefe ; no doubt from their long refidence 
among that people. The country of the 
Kalmucs is moft favourable to agriculture, 
being of a good foil and climate, and 
not incumbered with woods : yet, the 
breeding of cattle is their favourite employ- 
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tlient, as k is attended with lefs manual la- 
bour, which they abominate, as derogatory 
to their high defccnt, rather than from any 
averfion to eat the produce of the lands, fof 
they purchafe meal and other articles from 
the Ruffians. The Kalmucs I have feen at 
Peterfburg are of a middling fize ; and it in- 
ftantly flrikes you upon fight) that you had 
feen them before. Any perfon the leaft con- 
verfant with the hiftory of China, and who 
has feen the plates in the hiftories ©f that 
country, will be at no lofs to know a Kal- 
muc wherever he meets him. Their head 
and face are broad and round, and they have 
fmall eyes and nofes, with fwarthy com- 
plexions. Their head is Ihaved, all but a 
fmall lock at the top ; and they wear a bell- 
faQiioned cap. The Tartar vifage runs 
through the whole. They have learnt, at 
Peterfburg, to get into chaifes, where they 
cut a droll figure, when contrafted with the 
powdered courtier In his vis-a-vis. They 
have not learnt how many are proper to fit 
in. a chaife at a time, and pack together in 
crowds, refembling a ring of bells. They 
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are faid not to be the moft cleanly in tbe'rf 
peribns : their idle way of life eafily ac- 
counts for this. The Tartars who profefs 
Mahomedanifm, have at feaft changed fo far 
for the better, in learning to wafli them- 
felves. They are a lively, and feem natu- 
rally an ingenious people ; but their lazy 
habits and vagrant life have naturally given 
them all the attendant vices. There are 
few inftances of murder among the Kal- 
mucs, which, as they are exceedingly irri- 
table and revengeful, is attributed to their 
belief in ghcfts. Murder among the Tar- 
tars is puniQied with death, and that in- 
flided by the hands of the deceafed's rela- 
tions. If, however, they cannot find the 
culprit, and their anger abates, they fre- 
quently accept a compenfation in money 
or cattle. 

The Monguls have feme reHds among 
them of their antient pre-eminence. They 
have fchools for teaching their children not 
only the common parts of education, but 
likewife geography, hiftory, aftronomy, me- 
dicine, and theology : and they have written 
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books of laws. Their code is very favour- 
able to women, who are confidered by them, 
as incapable of any crime. Moft of thq 
Afiatics efteem the female fex in no other 
light than as mere inftruments of pleafure, 
and as a kind of human dolls for men to play 
withal. Even thofe Tartars who permit 
their ladies to accompany them to the other 
world, mean it only for their own pleafure. 
They do not bring them before Rhadaman- 
thus : their women, Hke their cattle, are 
only a part of their equipage on the 
journey. 

The domeftic animals of the Kalmucs 
are camels, horfes, cows, fli^ep, and goats ; 
they have neither fwine nor poultry, • their 
horfes, befides the purpofe of riding, ferve 
them in all refpeds as cows : they are fond 
of mare's milk. Horfe's flefh is a delicacy 
with them J fo that upon any expedition they 
are in no danger of wanting food ; as every 
Tartar leads one or two fpare horfes : they 
need not waggons to convey their provi- 
fions ; they contrive to make their provi- 
fions cairy themfelves. 

M 2 The 
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The fleetnefs of their horfes, in their fre- 
quent marches, gives them the preference 
to all other animals, with thofe hordes: 
a man of quality is therefore known by his 
numerous ftud ; in fome inftauces, as fome 
will have it, to the number of four thoufand. 

The camels are ufed for heavy burthens ; 
and the great men likewife ride upon them 
in ordinary journeys, or when the tribes are 
removing to a new fpot of land. 

The women manage the oeconoray with- 
in doors : the men look to every thing elfe. 
The exercifes of the Kalmucs are manly, 
and confift in {hooting with the bow, and 
wreftling. They are fond too of fing- 
ing, but the performance is with the fe- 
males. In addition to the fpecimens of 
their fongs already given, take the follow- 
ing : the fubje£t is a lamentation for a dy- 
ing lover. 

THE MAID. 

Thy reddifli bay horfe 

Falls languifhingly on the banks of the river Sail ! 
Thou falleft, courageous youth ! thou that art mine j 
To thee the moon will be a ftedfaft companion. 

THE 
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THE DYING YOUTH. 

The eagle's feather, that is ftuck in my hair. 

Take from me, and carry it to my friends : 

Ah ! when you deliver it, fo do it, that their tender 
hearts 

Benot fmitten withangulfh at hearing thedolefulnewi: 

And let them the golden lettered Schodba * 

Order to be read for twelve long years for me. 

■The fubjedls of their fongs are, in g;enera], 
the fabulous ftories of gigantic chivalry, 
heroic tales, and amorous ditties. Their 
mufical inftruments are, the lute, the violin, 
and the pipe ; they like wife amufe them- 
felves with playing at chefs and cards. 

Funeral ceremonies are ftridily obferved 
by all the Tartars. The moft honourable 
manner of reducing the body to duft, ac- 
cording to the notion of the Kalmucs, is 
that of burning. They have an idea too, 
that fuch purification by fire procures ad- 
miffion for the foul diredly into paradife. 

The Tongufians are partly under the 
government of China, and partly under 
that of Ruffia. Their charader is a me- 

* Schodba is a fort of mafs for the dead, written in 
letters of gold. 
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dium betwixt the proud oftentatipus Kal- 
inuc and the common tiibes addi£ted to 
pilfering and other low vices. The Ton- 
gufian nation is divided into two elaffes — • 
the Ihepherds and the huntfmen. Their 
rugged country affords good opportunity for 
the chafe, and plenty of game to induce 
them to make hunting a bufmefa. The 
Kalmuc country is flat, and without vpood j 
the Kalmucs, therefore,- hunt but for amufe- 
ment, and that feldom. The Tongufian 
huntfman confiders the fhepherd's life as 
effeminate, and unworthy of men; he firings 
his bow, hangs his quiver at his back, and 
climbs the mountain's fide, fmiling at the 
folly of his lefs adive countrymen, in de- 
priving themfelves of that health and vi- 
gour which the purfuit cf the wolf and the 
bear gives to him. Few of the Tartar or 
northern nations are now diftinguifhed for 
their hardy manner of life.^ 

1 he Tongufian huntfman prides himfelf 
upon his fobriety, as v/ell as upon his ath- 
letic exercifes. He calls the fhepherd luxu- 
rious, who indulges in drinking a fpirit 
2 drawn 



cm 



10 11 12 13 14 



SCANDINAVIA. l6j 

<3rawn from four milk. The (heplierds are 
more wealthy than the huntfmcn, and more 
at eafe. Eafe and wealth have ever occa- 
fioned luxury, and here we fee it' in its in- 
fancy. The fhepherds do not expofe them- 
felves to cold Uke the huntfmen ; but the 
huntfmen are warmer by exercife, than the 
others even with the aid of brandy ; bran- 
dy, which is as dangerous a fubftitute for 
warmth or exercife, as opium for reft. 
Scurvy, the common difeal'e of northern 
climates, is not known among the Tongu- 
fian huntfmen, until old age prevents them 
from undergoing their ufual fatigue : even 
their want of cleanlineis does not bring 
this calamity, until their bodies and their 
minds are no longer kept in motion. Scur- 
vy is the conftant attendant of lazinefs and 
dirtinels ; and wherever it is found, the 
other two qualities are not far removed. 

The Tongufian huntfman, while he pre- 
fents the lineft' charader to be found in 
Tartary, is an evidence againft the impofi- 
tion of thofe excufes that are made for 
drunkennefs : he retains health and ftrength 
M4 of 
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of body to the lateft period of his exiftence '. 
they deteft every thing mean or dlftionour- 
able; are as jealous of any refledion upon 
their good name as the moft polite nations ; 
and, like them, decide all difputes of this 
nature by duel— fhooting the one at the 
other with arrows. They formerly fought 
in prefehce of the elders; but now the 
Ruffian government has forbidden fuch en- 
counters, and the men of honour retire to 
fettle their difputes in other countries. 
Their noble families, too, are as high, 
mettled as any in Europe : the brothers 
are guardians of their filler's reputation ; 
and (hould a lady of birth be imprudent, 
the lover muft marry her, if of equal rank ; 
if not, her brother Ihoots him without far- 
ther ceremony. 

The women are treated with the greatefl: 
refped and tendernefs ; and, in return, they 
are the moft affectionate wives ; £o that, at 
the death of their hufbands, they are not to 
be prevented without difficulty from killing 
thenifelves. The young women make a 
prefent to their intended hulbands of adrefs, 

as 
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as a fpeclmen of their fewing. The wo- 
men are the mufical performers upon all . 
occafions. The Ruffian males contend in 
this art with the females ; but as the Ruf- 
fians are a brave people, we cannot con- 
clude that mufic is an effeminate amufe- 
ment. Nature would feem to have heiitated, 
whether to make the Ruffians a nation of 
warriors, or nightingales ; and, in hefitating, 
jnade them both. 
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- X^ E T T E R XIV. 

^he Ruffian Amufement% upon May -D ay,- 
'Tj?e Approach of Summer. 



I 



Ingria, May 1789. 



N this country of Scythia, I imagine myfelf 
a thoufand years old, and nearly related to 
Odin. I confider you as one of my pofte- 
rity, and myfelf as writing to you from my 
tomb in the Defert of Tartary, I feel a 
cruft of antiquity gathering round me ; the 
■wild fcene of woods and uncultivated tra£t§ 
prefented to the view, keeps up the dream 
of ancient times. When I call my eye to- 
wards Peterfburg, the vifion in part dif^ 
folves ; but, as the country of witches is in 
the neighbourhood, a little farther ftretch of 
imagination can make this emporium ap-^ 
pear the effefl of enchantment. It is with 
difficulty I can reconcile myfelf, after wan- 

dering 
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jderlng through Tartary, and ftirrlng up the 
afhes of gods and heroes, to recur to the 
common tales of travellers, and to inform 
you what the Ruffians are now about. 

This is May-day, and all the world arc af- 
fembled at Catharineburg, and hailing with 
joy the return of lummer, after a winter of 
fix months. The earth, lately buried in 
fnow, appears as rifing from the dead ; the 
white covering, or winding-fheet, is lying 
around in fragments ; upon one hand I hear 
the finging of birds, upon the other the 
rending of the ice. The Gulph of Fiiiland, 
upon whofe Ihore Catharineburg is fituated, 
is flill a frozen field. The Ruflians are 
merry in the woods furrounding Catharine^- 
burg— drinking, finging, aind fmoking, in 
tents ereded for this particular day. Every 
phaife and fingle horfe chair is parading the 
ftreets of Catharineburg, I regret much that 
the Ruffians^have no other plaee more pro- 
per than this, for celebrating fo joyous an 
anniverfary : yet the empire is not limited 
by fuch narrow boundaries — the adjacent 
^puntry not fo fertile or cultivated, as to for- 
bid 
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bid the appropriation of a more extenfive 
and elegant place of public refort. I de- 
left extravagance in private works — I deteft 
ceconomy in public ones. 
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LETTER XV. 

RtiJJtati Summer. — Anecdotes of Prina Nap- 
fau — of Paul Jones — Princefs Dafchkoff— 
Count Bejborodko. — Ruffian Dances. — ' 
RuJJian Amufements in Summer. 



Ingrla, June 1789. 



I 



HAVE retired from the buftle of the 
metropolis to the country. My hut is in 
the neighbourhood of the Ruffian and Fin- 
land villages — each rural fight, each rural 
found. I go out every morning to fifh in 
the river which runs through the woods ; 
and I feldom dine without having a dllh of 
my own providing at table : fo much for 
induftry. The Ruffian girls, who are ga- 
thering berries in the forefts, entertain me 
with their fongs ; and in return I purchafe 
their collection of wild fruits. 

7 * Winter 
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Winter has hardly difappeared, when all 
the earth is drefled in her fineft Uveries : the 
fir-tree alone retains his garb at all feafons, 
and keeps hi,s fliaggy coat in the cold wea- 
ther, in common with the bear and wolf 
who dwell under his branches. The quick 
tranfition of the feiifon is moll diftinguifh- 
able in the birch fcrefts : not many days ago 
they were naked and fhivering j they are 
now new clothed in light green, and make a 
beautiful contraft with the dark hue of the 
pine. Earth's verdant carpet is fpread over 
every plain. There is neither hill, nor 
mountain, nor rock, nor catara£l, to bring 
into my defcription of the Ruffian fpring. 
The lafl: winter was uncommonly fevere, 
and it is fucceeded by a fummer extremely 
hot. The fun-beams are moft unfufferable : 
I plunge into the river to cool myfelf ; but 
the Ruflians do not follow my example, 
until they have parboiled their bodies in the 
vapour bath. This climate is a trying one 
for any conftitution : the Ruffians make it 
worfe by their ridiculous pradices. The 
field of ice upon the Gulph only broke up 
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tL few days ago, notwithftanding the great 
heat from the middle of April laft. The 
farmer was ploughing and fowing, in his 
fliirt, upon land, while winter Hill bound the 
ocean in his fight. 

A new fcene opens : . the fea is covered 
Avith fhips : I hear the thunder of the Ruf- 
fian fleet at Cronftadr, whofe harbour ap- 
pears a wood of mafts. The village where 
I reflde in the country is fituated about 
halfway between Peterfhurg and Cronftadt, 
and near the fhore of the GuIpJi. I view 
the vefTels hourly pafTing and repafTing, 
laden with the rich produce of the empire, 
or carrying to the capital the luxuries of 
other nations. No traveller, either going 
from or coming into RufEa, can pafs me 
unobferved. I was here for a few days in 
April laft, when Prince Naffau arrived to 
take command of the galley fleet. He is a 
fine looking man, and has already approved 
himfelf, at leafl:, a brave officer. The in- 
ilant of his arrival he fent his fervant to the 
poft-mafter, to enquire if the report was 
true of Admiral Paul Jones being difmifled 
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the Ruffian fervice. The Prince does not 
admire his late colleague in the Black Sea 
expedition : indeed, the newly created Ad- 
miral is univerfally defpifed, and muft, of 
courfe, foon retire. I had the honour of 
feeing this hero lately ; he dined at the 
poft-houfe with his doxy, upon a trip of 
pleafure from Peterfburg. He has nothing 
remarkable in his figure : I fhould not have 
noticed him, had he not been pointed out 
to me. He did not know that the poft- 
houfe and .tavern was kept by an Englifh- 
xnan. The Admiral ordered his dinner in 
bad French ; he was anfwered in Englifti, 
and he ftarted backwards : " What," faid 
he to the mailer of the houfe, " you are an 
*' Englifhman ! How did you know that I 
*' was of that country ?" 

Prince Naffau has a fomething about him 
which immediately interefts you. It is not, 
neceflary to be informed that he is a man 
of diftin(Slion. The Prince negleded to 
give his paffport to the poft-mafter. The 
pofl-mafter defired the Prince's fer\'ant to 
aflc it from him, as he cculd not order 

horl'es 



SCANDINAviA. « xjj 

horfes for his carriage, however fatisfied 
he Was of his identity, and errand to Ruffia, 
iintil he favv a regular paflport for his entry. 
The fervant rephed, " That he had aiked 
" the Prince for it once, and that his mafter 
" would of himfelf deliver the paflport 
" without being again put in mind cf it ; 
*' which he would not again venture to do^ 
•' unlefs he wifiied to have his head bro- 
« ken !" 

We expect foon to hear of an engage- 
ment—the Ruffian galley fleet with that of 
Sweden. The weather continues very hou 
A captain of a Britifh Eaft India fhip, Vv-ho 
is juft nov? travelling here, fays^ " That he 
" never felt himfelf more incommoded with 
" heat at Bengal, than he now does at Fe- 
'' terfburg.'' It is even dangerous for 
ftrangers to walk at mid-day, fo powerful 
are the fun's rays : the very woods have 
taken fire in fome parts of Ingrla. ' There 
has been no rain for feveral weeks : the 
grafs fields are burnt up, and the grain is 
1-ipening upon ftraw not one foot in length. 
The river in which I fifli, I am afraid, will be 
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dried up. In the evening at I'un-fet, vail 
fwaims of gnats, or 'mufqukoes, arife from 
the top of the foreft, darkening the air. 
It is a proof of the extreme heaf, when thefe 
infeds, hatched in the fun-beams, dare not 
to venture out fooner : they come at this 
late hour to fip the dew, which then afcends 
from the earth in a white mift. 

I go out in the moi-ning at three and four 
o'clock to fifli or to bathe : I am driven in 
again at fix by the fuhry fkies : I feek' the 
jfhade, and 'exclaim with Virgil, 

— O quis me gelidis in vallibus Hami 
Siftat, et ingenti ramoxum protegat umbra ! 

This poet has given us a pidure of a Scy- 
thian wintei:, but he forgot the Scythian 
fummer. I put on my .trbwfeirs, and take 
my walk in the eyening,f ' 'irt' defiance of 
myriads of gnats.' Andl wander "near Hie 
monaflery of St. Sergius hj the fea-fhore^ 
while the laft knell Warhs the monks to 
prayers and reft: the" nightingale ferenades 
me WMth his fong : perhaps a drunkeii Ruf- 
fian, reeling along the road,' diilurbs the 
fweet Syren with his bellowing noife. The 

bird 
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fcird renews his note when the Hottentot 
has paffed, A fine finger, or a fine orator, 
never prefles you to hear them, and they 
only oblige you, if you attend in refpeaful 
filencel 

I have my concert of vocal artd inftru- 
mental mufic, at the poft-houfe, every Sun- 
day. A Ruffian has made for himfelf a 
kind of harp ; and his wife, Daphne, plays 
a little upon the guitar : but this guitar is 
cracked on the back, and moft part of the 
mufic makes its efcape the wrong wav : 
however, the lady compenfates for this, by 
the excellence of her voice $ fudh as yduhave 
heard chanting the Babes of the Wood, or 
Chevy Chace. We had lately an aflembly ; 
two Finland girls performed a Rufs dance, 
and trotted about to the great entertainment 
of the bearded fpeftators. All the Ruffian 
dances are a kind of pantomime. The 
dancers are more fludious of the manage- 
ment of their eyes and hips than of their 
feet — they endeavour to convey the moft 
wanton ideas. One of the girls ailed the 
man's part, and threw very amorous glances 
N 2 upon 
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upon his miilrefs ; who, in her turn, bluflleJ 
and languifhcd. The Coflac dance was 
rehearfed by the houfe lackey and the par- 
fon's fon of the parifh : this is a challenge 
dance J the one ftrives to exceed the, other 
in the execution of a variety of fteps and 
leaps, which they perform alternately. The 
dancers, in all thefe dances, while they per- 
form their different attitudes and fteps, 
make the figure of a circle, 

A few days ago, as I was attending the 
concert, Madam Shirbinin, daughter of the 
'Princefs Dafchkoff, entered the room, with 
feveral ladles and gentlemen. Madarre 
Shirbinin fpeaks Englith very well — fhe 
has formerly been in England. This Prin- 
cefs v;ouId go a-fifhing: i gave herxny rod 
and lines. She was returning from Cron- 
lladt ; Vv here flae had been to take farev/el! 
of her huiband, who is gone with the gal- 
ley fleet. Monfieur Shirbinin is a briga- 
dier-general in the army. Several regi'- 
ments have embarked with Prince Naffau. 
His Excellency Count Beiborodko, Prime 



MiniHer of Ruflia 



with Prince Kourakin_, 
and 
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and other princes and nobles of the empire 
in company, dined here. The Count has 
raifed himfelf to this eminent ftation by real 
merit and ability ; which are the only re- 
commendations to Catharine II. 

We are daily -vifited from Peterfburg by 
the firft ranks. I cannot get into or out of 
my room, without brulliing againfl her 
Imperial Mgjefty's Orders of St. George 
and St. Andrew ; and have fometimes th^ 
honour of playing at billiards with a Knez. 
The roads are crowded with the fummgr 
carriages of the gentry, called trolleys t 
they are of a more elegant conftru£i;ion than 
thofe ufed by the common people. A dour 
ble row of feats is placed lengthways upon 
a low carriage with four wheels : over this 
is placed a canopy of filk or other iluif, with 
curtains to draw occafionally, at the fides 
and. at the ends, in cafe of rain or duft. 
This fort of carriage is very convenient and 
light : it is eafily drawn by two ; but the 
Ruffian gentry are fond of fplendour, and 
they have generally four or fix horfes to 
their carnages, with a correfponding num- 
N 3 ber 
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ber of livery-men. The company fit in 
two rows, and with their backs to thofp 
upon the oppofite fide ; but when there h 
room, the Ruffian and German beauties re- 
cline themfelves in foft attitudes along the 
feats. They are fond of difplaying their 
charms in the open air : the prefent dry 
feafon colle£ts the duft around them — they 
lock like angels in the clouds. 

The country houfes of the nobility are 
placed clofe upon the public road : their 
noble inhabitants entertain themfelves in 
tents ereded under the trees, if there be any 
adjoining : here they drink their coffee, and 
the ladies employ their hours in needle- 
work or other amufements. I obferved fe- 
male Turks attending upon thefe compa- 
nies, and likewife riding with their new 
miftreffes in their carriages: The Ruffian 
ladies treat them with great tendernefs, an(i 
feem very fond of the daughters of Ocza- 
Jcow. Their gardens are in better tafte 
than their houfes : and, notwlthixandingthe 
dead flatnefs of the land, nature is copied 
■ with much exadnefs. The nobility invite 

the 
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the public in fummer to their gardens, where 
they are entertained with mufic, failing in 
boats upon the artificial lakes, fire-works, 
&c, in a magnificent manner. I was laft 
Sunday in the gai-dens of his Excellency 
M. Narifchin. There was an affemblage 
of the firll rank, as well as of the lower or- 
ders, who gain admittance if decently clean 
in their apparel. The muficlans were dif^ 
pofed in a grove of trees : the mufic had a. 
fine effect, and feemed to afcend from the 
earth. It adds nothing to the pleafure de- 
rived from founds, to view the diftorted fea- 
tures of the performers. An orcheflra 
fhould have a curtain drawn before it : the 
fight of bag wigs, powdered tops, and 
crooked nofes, adds nothing to the pleafure 
which we derive from mufic. If the per- 
formers mufl: appear, let them be drefTed 
fomewhat more like the difciples of i\poIlo. 
I cannot behold with any temper Handel 
taking fnulF, fcrewing his pins, or refining 
his fiddle-flick : it gives the idea of a ma- 
nufacture of mufic, as well as of tobacco. 
Thefe obfervations are not applicable to vo- 
N 4 - c4 
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cai pcrforraers : a finger is an orator of 
hiirmony ; and a good figure and gefture are 
requifite in ai> orator. Any one who has 
feen and heard a beautiful woman fing, will 
confefs that the fight gives new pleafure to 
the hearing. 

Amidft the fports of dance and fong, I 
forget the bloody field of war— and I wifh 
to forget it. The Ruffians are following 
up their vidories over the Turks, with hea- 
vier and heavier blows. The unfortunate 
War with Sweden is profecuted with un- 
equal fuccefs on both fides. The grand 
fleet and galley fleet are both at fea, and we 
expea daily important intelligence. I will 
not entertain you with the vague accounts I 
may receive of battles and fieges : have pa- 
tience until I can with certainty give you a 
true and cDnnefted najrrative. 
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LETTER XVI. 

fJharaSier of Peter the Great. — Rufian Nch- 
biUty. — Reflexions on Modern Luxury as if 
regards Commerce and Arts. — Pi£iure of 
modern RuJJia. 



Ingria, July 1789. 

TAKE my morning walk in the gardens 
of the palace of Strelina Myfa, now ia 
ruins. Peter began this palace, and his' 
daughter the Emprefs Elizabeth continued 
the building, but died before it was finifhed. 
While I fit upon a broken column, a thou- 
fand thoughts rufli into my mind. Peter 
meant to adorn the dreary fliores of the 
Finland Gulph leading to his capital, with 
imperial manfions. The palaces of Ora- 
nienbaum, PeterhofF, and Strelina are evi- , 
dently a part of this plan. The appearance 
pf the oppofite fliore of Carelia, deftitute of 

fuch 
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fuch ornaments, fetsoiFthofe improvements 
in the light of contraft. I can trace, upon 
the banks of the river where I fifli, the out- 
lines of gardens. Wherever I fee a ftraight 
avenue, I know that Peter has been there, 
and has cut fome of the trees, formerly- 
growing where I now walk, with his own 
hand. You may eafily imagine that I feel 
myfelf a foot higher, in walking in a path 
which has been cleared for me by the hand 
of an Emperor ! I am attached to Ruflia 
and to Ruffians — not from any fuperior ex- 
cellencein the natives — they are loaded with 
vices as much as any of their brothers of 
Europe — but becaufe they are the children 
of Peter I. As a proof of my friendfliip 
for them, I will tell them freely of their 
faults. Peter did every thing with the axe 
^nd the fword — they were his only inftru- 
ments in war and in peace : he fixed himfelf 
upon the throne vv'ith them ; he conquered 
the fineft provinces of Sweden ; he built 
and peopled his metropolis ; he built and 
manned his navy ; he eftabliihed an acade- 
my of fcienccs with thofe tools, by feizing 
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the library at Mittau — all this as a warrior 
and legiflator. We wifh we had not to 
add, that, unlike a father, he correded his 
own children with thern. In the academy 
there is a figure of Peter in wax : it would 
have been more charaderiftic in iron. There 
is, in the fame collection, a bar of iron 
forged by his Majefty's own hand. This is 
3. better remembrancer of him : — yes, Peter ! 
y<3u manufadured other articles in the iron 
branch : racks, wheels, and impaling hooks, 
with ftalns upon them that time will not 
efface. 

No am'rous liero ever gave tK^e birth, 
Or ever tender goddefs brought thee forth : 
Some rugged rock's hard entrails gave you form, 
And raging feas produc'd you in a ftorm : 
A birth v?ell fuiting thy tempeftuous kind. 
So rough thy manners 

You fee I can rail at my favourite prince: 
great adlions fhould not make us forget the 
caufe of humanity ; and however neceflary 
his feverities might be, yet they were too 
inhuman a facrifice, even to procure the re- 
formation 
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reformation of his people ; which perhaps 
time might have accompUfl^ed without lb 
high a price of blood. 

Peter I. was anxious io make his native 
Icingdom a great nation : he was rendered 
miferable by their oppofition to his plans, 
their cabals and confpiracies againft him ; 
and in fits of defpair, or rather of madnefs, 
he did things unbecoming his character. 
The works of this Prince were of a folid 
and lafting nature. If he opprefled his fub- 
jea:s, it was but for a time, and his objeft 
was, to bring them in the end peace and 
eafe. The event would foon prove the fter- 
ling value of his plans, did the nobles and 
gentry attend to the improvement of agri- 
culture, and ceafe to copy the extravagant 
follies of the reft of Europe ; at leaft until 
their country be in the fame ftate of im-" 
provement. The revenues of the Ruffian 
nobles and gentlemen as they now are, could 
fupport all their ancient grandeur: but were 
their incomes ten times greater than at pre* 
lent, they would not anfwer the demands 
of modern extravagance. The ancient robes, 
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(jovered with gold and filver, were but one 
expence to a family for generations : they 
were delivered from the father to the foil 
with the eftate. An heir of thefe days would 
laugh at his father for fuch a legacy. The 
monfter fafliion, created for a fcourge to 
mankind, has occafioned almofb every evil 
that infe£ts the age ; inconftancy in drefa 
and diet has, befides the daily and wceidj 
renewing of expence, foftered the fame in- 
conftancy in our minds and adiions. If the 
common people of Rufha would only pare 
with their beards, I Ihould be h^appy to find 
them perfiftlng. in their fimpiicity of drefs : 
nor have I much obje£lion to the beard, if 
it were not an enemy to cleanlinefs. It is 
not fo much Ruffia that requires fumptuary 
Jaws ; all clafles in other European! nations- 
are plunged in mifery by modern eXpences. 
which lay them open to conduit unworthy 
of men. Were the leglilators of Europe 
to make fuhiptuary laws, and enforce 
obedience to them, a greater reform would 
enfue than from any other laws v/hatever. 
Guftavus 111. of Sweden has fhewn the 

worthy 
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worthy example: and his kingdoms will 
derive more advantage from thofe lump- 
tuary laws, than from any war he can evef 
enter into. 

Commercial nations will urge, that the 
confumption of the various articles of fafliion 
employs a number of people : that change-i 
ability of fafhion, and love of diftinCtion in 
fociety, is the nurfe of aits, commerce, and 
all the improvements of life : this is fo far 

true and. the nurfery too of improve-- 

ments in modern crimes and vices. If ex-, 
travagance and fafhion nourifh crimes while 
they nourifh commerce^ — if an equal numi- 
ber of people ar6 rendered miferable, to thofe 
who are employed and maintained by them, 
might it not be prudent to check what is 
allowed, even by the,. advocates, of fafhion^' 
to be the origin of thefe evils? Might i-fe 
not be prudent to look around us, ^nd en- 
deavour to find out fonie lefs dangergus Sup- 
ports for commerce, and for the people ? 

When agriculture has increafed and ar- 
rived at fuch perfedtion, that nothing more 
can be expected from it in regard to com- 
merce J, 
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merce; and when there are people whom 
agriculture and its produQions cannot fern* 
ploy in ufeful and elegant manufaaures ; 
then, and then only, it might be proper to 
employ the people in manufadtures of any 
kind which tend to this purpofe: but, until 
this period arrives^ it is furely wrong to 
augment our commerce by luxury and vice, 
which at leaft fhould onIy.be our. laft re- 
fource. Let us firft try how far commerce 
can be augmented and fupported by induftry, 
which does not depend upon vice, before 
we adopt vices and luxury as the fole pillars 
of the induftry and profperity of mankind. 
Commerce fhould certainly be looked upon 
as in its zenith, when all the people arc 
fully employed and comfortably provided 
for : thofe advocates for commerce who do 
not flop here, will ftop nowhere. China 
holds up an illuftrious pidure, how far agri- 
culture, and the produdlions of agriculture, 
are capable of employing myriads of people, 
independent of foreign commerce. Let U3 
improve upon this plan and example, and 
rejed only fuch articles of foreign commerce 
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as do not employ our own manufadurefs ; 
or let commerce and manufadures remain 
entirely free, and the vices and extravagances 
of the wealthy have full play as ufual. I 
ihall only propofe one fumptuary law to 
prevent the private vices of the rich from 
infeding the public, by at firft recommend- 
ing, and gradually enforcing a national drefs. 
I efteem drefs the principal origin of luxury 
and vice. The higher ranks only can in- 
dulge in various other expences, but every 
clafs is ruined by the little ambition for 
drefs — in every perfon's eye, and more or 
lefs in every perfonV reach. A national 
drefs would foon be.foUovved by numberlefs 
benefits. Many of the lower, and nearly all 
of the middling claffes of the people would 
fave one-fourth part of their prefent ia-» 
comes: their families would be better main- 
tained and more independent: fevi'er crimes 
would be committed. It is not fo much 
againft great crimes or expences we have 
to guard j mankind naturally of themfelves 
fiiiiiik at both. There Is an oeconomy as- 
Well as innocence in nature. It is againft 
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thofe deluding, eafy fteps that lead to lux- 
ury, to crimes, and fuin, that our attention 
ought to be direacd. It is not fo much 
againft thofe vices and luxuries which men 
commit and indulge in private, as againft 
thofe public follies that draw them imper- 
ceptibly to private exceffes. 

Our commerce will equally flourifh, not- 
withftanding this fumptuary law, or at worjl 
be only lopped of fome rotten, though 
gilded branches. Let our merchants and 
manufacturers import and export whatever 
they can find fale for ; and if they do not 
find fale at laft for ingenious ufelefs com- 
modities, they will be under the neceflity 
of getting rich in a more reafonable manner. 
Increafed agriculture will increafe popula- 
tion, which will find additional, though 
perhaps not new, employment to our mer- 
chants and manufadurers. 

With refpedl: to the fine arts, this fumptu- 
ary law can in no way prevent their in- 
creafing perfedion ; but on the contrary. 
I can neither agree, that private vices are 
public benefits, or that fafbion is the fource 
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of rational improvement, fince daily exarii^ 
pie fhews us, that tafte,as well as virtue, is 
frequently excluded by fafhion. While 
the higher ranks of the nation exhauft 
their fortunes for the benefit of many ; that 
many becoming rich^ become vicious like- 
wife by the example of their employers* 
1 will afk, what arts have been improved by 
fafhion? Not architecture, nor paintingj 
nor fculpture, nor hiftory, nor poetry ; be- 
caufe the profeflbrs of thofe arts are the 
moft celebrated, who form themfelves on 
the model of the antients, affifted by native 
tafte and genius. The arts which have im- 
proved under the patronage of fafliion, are, 
embroidering patterns for drefs; the me- 
thod of manufacturing cloth fo as to ftarve 
the wearers ; hair powder, pomatums, 
waflies, and innumerable other articles, 
which, no doubt, give employment to 
numbei's. The manufactures of necefTary 
articles might nearly employ an equal 
number of people, feeing that many unne- 
ceflary manufactures are often fubftituted 
for the others. The remainder would find 
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abundant employment in the cultivation of 
wafte lands, which are very extenfive even 
in the ifland of Britain. But as numbers 
have learned to lean upon our vices for 
a fubfiftence, no rapid change is recom- 
mended ; let the people be gradually taught 
to lean upon our virtues. 

Faftiion diverts the channel of wealth to 
the nurture of every frivolous art, and from 
the fruits of real induftry and elegance. The 
profeflbrs of the elegant arts find them the 
leafl lucrative. 

The enthufiafm ever attendant on ge- 
nius keeps them in exlftence, not the pow- 
erful patronage they experience. The 
wealth of individuals is devoted to riot 
and folly ; the wealth of nations exhaufted 
by their princeSj in fchemes of wild ambi- 
tion. Genius and arts find no encourage- 
ment, unlefs they proftitute themfelves to 
pleafe and flatter a vitiated race : and that 
they are now finding increafed encourage- 
ment, is, I am afraid, no proof of their im- 
provement, of the tafte of the age, or of the 
benefits derived from luxury or falhion. 
O 2 Modern 
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Modern nations have examples from the 
hiftories of remote ages, and of mighty em- 
pires, what fort of benefits were derived 
from private vices ! Private vices multiplied 
by contagious example : all became vicious 
and effeminate, and their empires tumbled 
in ruins! From thofe ruins, not only our 
architects and painters are taught, but the 
prince and the philofopher. 

I confider Ruffia as an immenfe land- 
fcape, in the fore-ground of which appear 
the ftalue of Peter the Great, and the living 
figure of Catharine II. Immediately around 
is that fmall affembly of the nation, which 
their joint efforts have brought forwards 
into life, and to civilization, I am offended 
at their gaudy fhew and decorations j they 
form a contrail degrading to that multitude 
of peafantry which I fee behind them, among 
the woods, and upon the plains, clothed in 
the coarfefl fkins of beafts, ignorant of arts 
and fciences. Do the higher ranks wifh to 
invite the mob to come forward, by that 
glitter of gold and filver upon their veft- 
ments, the elegance of their carriages, and 
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their fuperb palaces? Do they wifh the boors 

to quit the vices of ignorance, and adopt the 

vices of luxury in their place ? Would it 

not be as well, if their Lords would fhew 

them an example of induftry and <Economy; 

and at firft, by training a few peafants upon 

their feveral eftates, as farmers, fpread the 

ardour for ufeful knowledge ? It might be 

time enough too, when their revenues are 

increafed by induftry, to reap the fruits of 

it: and the fruits of induftry are fimple 

elegance ; not vicious eafe, nor the indul' 

gence of vicious paffions. Peter taught 

only the more vulgar, but more ufeful arts 

to a nation in the firft ftage of fociety. It 

is not the beft way to obtain a hearing of 

the great, to tell them of their faults ; yet, 

if I had an opportunity of fpeaking to her 

Imperial Majefty, 1 would demonftrate the 

ill confequences of luxurious habits ; and 

that it will require a longer ftruggle to 

bring back the Nobility, than it will to bring 

forward the reft of her fubjeds to the ftate 

they ought to be in. The taflt of Peter I, 

was eafy, in comparifon with what any at- 

tempts of the kings of many European na- 
Q 3 tions 




1^ 




igB LETTERS FROM 

tions would be, to prevail with the higher- 
ranks of the people to relinquiih their efFe- 
minacy. To reform barbarians, is only to 
work in pafte rather hard j but to reform lux- 
ury, is to cure a leper. While Catharine 
11. is the patron of every folid improvement 
in arts, agriculture, and commerce, empty 
fhow and idle magnificence are not checked. 
I know, that not a little of what I have 
aflerted in this letter will be controverted by 
the friends' of luxury and refinement. I 
admit that it is luxury, or a love of pleafure 
and diftindion, that is the grand incitement 
to all induftry : but, at the fame time that 
our knowledge and our powers are increafed 
by various exertions, our wants and defires 
are increafed alfo ; and, unfortunately, our 
powers of reftraint and fupply do not ad- 
vance in the fame proportion: we may gro\y- 
richer and wifer without being happier. 
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LETTER XVir. 

'ij^he Arrival of a Rujfian Regiment from 
Oczakow at Peterjburg^ under the Com- 
mand of an EngliJIo Officer. — Anecdotes of 
one of the Grand Dukes — ofPrincefs Naf- 
fau — of Captain Beniinck, of the Britifj 
2<[avy — of a Portuguefe Colonel — of Lord 
Wycombe^ Mr. Howard, and Mr, Whit- 
•worth. 

Ingria, May 1789., 

i\T two o'clock this morning, while ftill 
filence reigned, or was difturbed only by 
the ruftling of the leaves of trees, my ears 
were fuddenly ftruck with martial mufic, 
As the public way leads by the river, on 
the banks of which I ftrayed with my fifh- 
ing-rod, I foon perceived a regiment of fol- 
diers upon their march to the capital. It 
has come from Oczakow, and is com- 
O 4 manded 
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manded by an Englifhman. I left off 
work, and marched along with them, making 
enquiries of the officers of their adventures 
in the land of Mahomet. This regiment 
had fuffered much in the attack of that 
city: it confifts of a very fine body of 
men: they were all dreffed in white jackets 
and trowfers of linen, for the convenience 
of marching in fultry weather. Colonel 
Fanfhaw arrived, fome days fince, with his 
family : his little fon, a boy not exceeding 
ten years of age, has already bled in the 
field of Mars : he was wounded in the fiege 
of Oczakow ; at an earlier period than when 
Alexander mounted firft his war horfe, or 
Charles XII. of Sweden had heard the glo- 
rious whiftle of a cannon ball. 

This young hero has been nurfed at 
the mouth of a cannon : his father takes 
him with him in all his expeditions. The 
eagle teaches her brood to fly in the face of 
the fun, to accuftom their eyes to bear its 
fierceft beams. 

At the poft-houfe people of every na- 
tion arrive daily. I mix with the crowd to 

gain 
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gain intelligence. Three fmart' French 
wenches came lately from Cronftadt, at- 
tended by their gallant, Monfieur le Capi- 
taine de Flotte : one of them came clofe up 
to me, Tinging very prettily. « Monfieur," 
faid (he, " is there no chaife to be had V* 
" No, Madam," replied I, « there is no 
other fort than what you fee in the yard ; 
travellers in this country generally make 
ufe of fuch." They were fmall waggons 
filled with ftraw : there was no help for it. 
" Mon Dieu !" faid the girl, and diredly 
jumped into the vehicle, reclining her 
handfome perfon among the litter. So the 
three French fiUes de chambre and Monfieur 
le Capitaine, packed into two ftraw bafkets, 
made their triumphal entry into Peterfburg. 
With what good grace and good nature do 
thefe French accommodate themfelves to 
every circumftance of life, while we fulky 
Britons growl at froward fortune, and are 
awkward in all our motions ! Foreigners 
fmile when they fee a plain honeft Englifh- 
man make a bow in a wrong place, or more 
commonly at his not making a bow at all. 

We 
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We never yet could acquit ourfelves at th© 
foot and hat exercife. 

One of the Grand Dukes, a youth about 
nine years of age, feeing a naval officer 
paffing through feme of the apartments of 
the palace, afked who it was ? — His Highr 
nefs being told it was an Englifh officer of 
the Ruffian fleet, and a brother to a lady 
whq has the care of the young PrincefTes, 
went to the lady to enquire about her bro- 
ther. *' This was your brother," faid 
^he Prince, " and an Englifhman ? Is h? 
*' a real, genuine Briton ? Does he appear 
^' frightened when he enters a room where 
*' there is any company ? Is he at a. lofs 
*' where to put his hat, when he is fo po-r 
'■* lite as to take it off?" The lady afTured 
his Highnefs, " that her brother was in 
*' every refpe£t an Englifhman.'' 

The Princefs NafTau has arrived at Pe- 
terfburg. The young Princefs arrived 
foon after, and lodged at the poft-houfe 
for one night. She is a beautiful young 
creature. When fhe arrived at the houfe, 
fhe ordered, as is ufual for travellers of 

rank 
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rank when they flop, her bed from the car- 
riage : it was fpread upon the floor of the 
parlour, and the Princefs, fatigued with her 
long journey, lay down to repofe at two 
o'clock in the afternoon. The windows of 
the parlour had no curtains nor fhutters j 
fo, when I imagined the lady would be 
afleep, I repaired to the window, and, tak- 
ing my pencil, attempted to take her like- 
nefs. Prince Naflau has already gained 
an important victory over the Swediflj 
galleys. The good fortune of this hero, 
under the Ruflian banner, continues. In- 
telligence of this vidory is juft arrived, 
but I am not yet informed of the parti- 
culars. 

Two captains of the Britlfh navy enr 
tered my room laft night, in fearch of a 
bed. They had come from Revel, where 
they had arrived from Denmark in a fmaU 
open boat, and vifited the Swedifh and 
Ruflian navy in their paflage. This is 
making very little of the dangerous naviga- 
tion of the Baltic, notwithfl:anding this is 
^he flnefl: feafon of the ye^r. The Baltic is, 
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however liable to ftorms at all feafons, and 
thefe gentlemen encountered one, which 
had nearly put an end to their voyage. 
Captain Bentlnck is the name of one of the 
gentlemen : I forget the name of the other, 
A Portuguefe Colonel is arrived here like- 
wife from Revel and Stockholm, The 
Colonel informed me that he had made ap- 
plication to his Swedifh Majefty for per- 
miffion to go by the way of Swedilh Finland, 
the feat of war : but this was refufed, left 
* fome accident fhould befall him in a jour- 
ney through two hoftile armies. He is a 
gentleman, I underftand, of great property 
in the ifland of Madeira. At the cxpira-. 
tion of his travels he marries the young 
daughter of the Chevalier de Pinto, late 
ambaffador to the Court of London from 
Portugal, and now prime minifter of that 
kingdom. The Colonel fpeaks Englifh 
very well : he informed me that he had 
refided in London fome years; and he 
fpoke in raptures of our nation, making 
comparifons between it and the countries 
through which he had travelled. " But 

" money," 
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♦' money," faid the Colonel, " is more ne- 
" ceflary in England than in other parts i 
•' it is true, one obtains for their cafh every 
•' luxury and conveniency, which cannot 
" be had in other countries, in the fame 
" ftyle, even for money." 

Lord Wycombe, accompanied by Cap- 
tain Markham, had palTed for the Ruffian 
metropolis. Ruflia begins now to make a 
part of the grand tour, and not the leaft 
curious or ufeful part of it. Mr. Howard 
is arrived at Peterfburg upon a tour of a 
different kind from every other ; to pour 
oil and honey into the wounds of the un- 
fortunate. His Excellency Mr. Whitworth 
and his Secretary Mr. Frazer were here 
to-day, and played together at billiards. 
Mr. Whitworth refides within two miles 
of the poft-houfe, at the country palace of 
Count Soltikoff, which he has for himfelf 
and fuite during the fummer. 

Our Ambaffador is much and defervedly 
refpeded, notwithftanding the unaccount- 
able breach between the two Courts of 
London and Peterfburg, I call it unac- 
countable. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Summer j^mu/ements in the Metropolis,.—^ 
The Imperial Family. — The Public enter- 
tained at Count Strogonoff^ s Gardens,. 



St. Peterfburg, Auguft 1789. 

Jb ROM my retirement amidft woods and 
lakes, I have after an abfence of three 
months returned to Peterfburg. The city 
is flill deferted by the nobility and gentry, 
who will not return from their country re- 
fidence for fome time, as the feafon con- 
tinues remarkably pleafant, and it is feldom, 
they enjoy fuch weather in Auguft. 

Her Imperial Majefty is arrived in the 
city from the palace of Zarfko Zelo, for 
the winter. A very numerous cavalcade 
attended her Majefty ; the whole preced- 
ed by a party of huffar-guards. Catharine 
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flopped at the Cafan church : Te ]3etltii 
"Was fung for the victories obtained over 
the enemies of the empire. I flood very 
near this great Sovereign, and could not 
help noticing, that the pictures given of 
Catharine II. in fome books of Travels bear 
no refemblance to the original. 

Catharine II. is rather under the middles 
ftature, and rather corpulent in her perfon ; 
yet majeftic in her deportment. This Em- 
prefs has not only the art of appearing, but 
poflefles the quality of being great. She fel- 
dom comes into public, even to the Theatre. 
The fpread eagle over the empty box, facing 
the ftage, points out where once her Ma- 
jefty fat, and feems to point out too that 
the bird is flown. The Imperial palace in the 
city, and that at Zarlko Zelo, have each of 
them private theatres for the entertainment 
of the Court, and of others who have in- 
tereft enough to procure tickets, which are 
given gratis. The Grand Duke, Paul Pe- 
trowitfch, is handfome in perfon, of a mid- 
dling ftature, and has fomething greatly 
good in his countenance. The Grand Du- 

chefs 



i 



SCANDINAVIA* 



209 



chefs is majeftic both in her perfon and 
manner. The young Imperial Family are 
a group of lovely angels. 

It is only within thefe few days that I 
have had an opportunity of obferving the 
Ruffian diverfions during fummer. I find 
the citizens crowding every evening into 
the gardens of the fummer palace upon the 
banks of the Neva. 1 hey are the St. James's 
Park of the Ruffians, and at this time a very 
delightful parade. Early this fummer I en- 
tered them for the firft time, and in walk- 
ing through one of the bird-cage avenues, I 
met the BaQiaw of Oczakow, attended by 
feveral Turkifli officers. I ftepped aflde, 
and viewed with refped this illuflrious pri- 
foner ; one of the guardians of the crefcent.. 
He is treated here with politenefs and atten- 
tion, due to his fidelity and courage more 
than to his rank. ^ 

The gardens belonging to the cadet corps 
is another refort for the better clafs upon 
Sunday. Military mufic falutes the com- 
pany from different parts of the gardens. 
This feafon provided a new military con- 
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cert. In the wooden building ereded irf 
the midft of a fmall piece of water, a band' 
of Turkifli performers were placed. Was 
it fair to make the fons of Mahomet fiddlers 
to z;^^^/ conquerors ? Thefe late drummers 
and fifers to the garrifon of Oczakow gave 
the Ruffians a mod melancholy and grating 
tune for their pains. The Turks beat a 
fort of drum with one ftick, and made a fort 
of whiftle produce melodies refembllng 
the notes of a young pig when its ears are 
{harply pinched. The Ruffian drum and 
fife, the baffoon and clarionet, relieved at 
intervals my organs, and brought into order 
my fenfe of bearing, which was diftraded 
with the Ottoman oratorio. 

The young cadets, dreffed in white or 
bfown, agreeably to their ages, walked 
round the gardens, preceded by their maf- 
ters : the youngeft clafs by the women of 
the nurfery. Parties of the oldeft are en- 
camped in the euAdrons of the city, during 
fummer, where they are taught their exer- 
cifes, and particularly the management of 
the artillery. Hence it has been long ob- 
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ierved of the Ruffian army, that it is the 
beft ferved in the world with artillery, and 
artillery officers and engineers. Peter I. 
carried always a moveable fortrefs with his 
army : at the battle of Paltowa he had eighty 
cannon ; the Swedes had four or fix field 
pieces. 

The Ruffians take as much delight in the 
firing of guns as they do in ringing of bells. 
Artillery in fummer makes a part of rural 
entertainments. I was yefterday at one of 
the fummer carnivals given by the nobility 
to the public. Count Strogonoff's villa and 
gardens are pleafantly fituated on one of the 
iflands at the mouth of the Neva, and bor^ 
dering on this river. Here were colleded a 
very great concourfe of people of all ranks. 
In the front gallery of the Count's houfe 
were a chofen band of vocal and inflru- 
mental performers ; the firft confifted chiefly 
of boys and girls. As we walked in the 
forefts adjoining to the houfe wc were fe- 
renaded with faveurite Ruffian airs. Dukes, 
generals, admirals, traders, and boors, mixed 
P 2 together 
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together. The tents, ereded among the 
trees, received thofe guefts who conceived, 
with Sancho Pancha, that eating and drink- 
ing is the beft of all earthly enjoyments. I 
could fee a feled company of Germans, 
fnugly feated j their ears attentive to the 
mufic, their eyes to fome flices of ham. 

Under a wooden paviUon open at the 
fides, thofe who chofe to exercife their 
limbs, had a room railed in for dancing, and 
a band of mufidans. . Here the ladies of 
eafy virtue, and the virtuous maiden dreffed 
in her Sunday gown, tripped about, to the 
great entertainment of the titled fpedators. 
few join in this afiembly, except the lower 
ranks ; but the outfide of the rail was crowd- 
ed with ladies of the firft diftin£tion . 

A Iky-rocket gave notice that the fire- 
Works were begun. The afiembly broke 
up : the fiddlers and dancers crowded toge- 
ther through the woods to (he open area be- 
fore Count Strogonoff's villa, A vary en- 
tertaining Greenwich Park fcene too was 
exhibited, when beaus and belles, amidft a 
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difplay of fireworks, endeavoured In tumul- 
tuous throngs to efcape the falling fire- 
balls. The Count's windows and galleries 
accommodated his vifitors of quality, among 
whom were diftributfd the good things of 
this life. The Count has a property in iron 
mines from which he derives a liberal in- 
come, and which he fpends with equal li^ 
berality. This evening's amufement con- 
cluded with a general difcharge of the can- 
non from a battery upon the banks of the 
Neva. 

The company now filed off towards Pe- 
terfburg, feme in coaches, others in troikies, 
which convey half a dozen or a dozen peo- 
ple. The foreft echoed with the found of 
wheels and fongs. Several Ruffians had 
devoted the day to Bacchus, and were fing^ 
ing his praifes with all the ftrength they 
had remaining. Their drunken fongs are 
fung in a different ftrain from their foBer 
ditties, though the words and air may be 
the fame. In the former you hear a conti- 
nued roar, for forne moments, or minutes, 
as their breath may hold out j filence then 
P 3 fucceeds 
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fucceeds for the fame length of time, until 
they recover breath. When a drunken 
Ruffian has finifhed his firft ftanza and his 
breath, he refts his head upon his fhoulders, 
gaping for a frefh fupply of aether : he re- 
covers gradually, as from a fainting fit, and 
joins again the grand chorus of his friends. 
He who firft recovers wind begins, and the 
reft inftantly accompany him, with what 
breath they have gathered. Many fall off 
from the troffcy before the journey is ended ; 
but the fong is not interrupted by thefe 
trifling accidents : there is always one or 
two in their feats who keep the mufic alive': 
the driver ftops the carriage, until his pro- 
ftrate brothers replace themfelves, but con- 
tinues his fong. Even the unfortunate, 
while they lie upon their back in the road, 
do not ccafe to perform their tafk in the 
concert. 

In the fummer evenings, when the wea- 
ther is calm, the citizens of Peteriburg de- 
light in faihng upon the Neva in their plea- 
fure boats. The boats of the nobility are 
very elegantly ornamented. The compaqy 
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are feated in the ftern, under a canopy of 
filk, or other fluff, and have with them mufi- 
cians; or frequently the party themfelves 
perform upon different inflruments. The 
rowers are all chofen among fuch of their fer- 
vants as have the bed voices; and they either 
fing in concert with the inflruments, or 
without them. When they have rowed the 
boat againft the flream, beating time to 
their fongs with the oars, they allow her 
to drive with the current, fixing their oars 
in a horizontal pofition from the boat fides ; 
and the rowers colled in a circle. It is at 
this period they exert thtir vocal powers, 
and make fuch exquifite harmony, as to 
draw the inhabitants to the galleries of their 
houfes upon the river's banks, and the foot 
paffengers to the water's edge, to liflen to 
the mufic ; and many follow the boat to 
enjoy their native tunes. The vocal and 
inftrumental parts are generally performed 
alternately, and among the former is al- 
ways one, who with a whiille, or by blow- 
ing upon his fingers, makes a very fhrill 
jioife, accompanying the mufic at intervals. 
P 4 When 
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When the concert is ended, the audience up^ 
on the ftreets go away, repeating the fongs, 
.and echoing them into every quarter of the 
city. Perhaps another boat, conveying an- 
other concert, approaches, and arrefts the 
auditors of the firft melodies. 

Thefe concerts often continue till ten and 
eleven o'clock at night; and when ftill 
filence reigns upon ^he face of the waters, 
it is beyond the power of defcription to 
convey any idea of the pleafing efFed they 
have upon the mind. 
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LETTER XIX. 

Ruffian CUmate.—A RuJJian Wedalng, 

Anecdcte of an old Ruffian Soldier— of a 
Band of Gypjies. 






Ingria, September 1789, 

X HE feafon ftill continues remarkably 
mild and pleafant. If this good weather 
continues a little longer, I ihall alter my 
opinion of the Ruffian climate*, this laft 
fummer has made us amends for the fevere 
■winter of 1788-89. Ever fmce the middle 
of April it has been hot and clear weather 
without interruption, and without being 
accompanied with io much thunder as 
we might naturally have expeded. The 
gnats or muiquitos venture abroad only ia 
the day time ; the evening, when the fun 
is down, turns cold, and the month faft ap- 
proaches when thefe plagues of man and 
beaft will be frozen for nine months. The 
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gnat is fucceeded in the bufmefs of torment- 
ing animals, by the common fly. It is 
cbiefly in June and July that the gnat is 
Iroublefome : the common By bites in Au- 
guft and September. The lling of the gnat 
is hardly felt v/hile they remain fixed upon 
your hands or legs ; the pain is occafioned 
by the fwelling afterwards. When the gnat 
is fixed, it is better to allow it to take its 
belly full of blood and go away. If it is 
killed upon the fpot, fome part of the pro- 
bofcis frequently remains in the wound, 
and caufes more acute pain than would be 
felt otherwife. Rubbing the wound like- 
wife augments the torture. The Ruffian gen- 
tlemen generally wear thin leather ftockings 
under their filk ones, to defend them from 
thofe winged warriors. The bite of the com- 
mon fly is inRantly attended' with a fharp 
pain, but without any fwelling. I dread 
them much more than I do the gnats, 
whofe wounds I can cure without feeling 
uneafinefs, by diredly applying forne lemon 
juice, when the plunderer has left me. I 
Vv'ear Indian mufquito trowfers, which are 
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preferable to ftockings of leather, not being 
fo warm. 

The nobility have all gone into town, 
though a country refidence is more delight* 
ful JLift now than at any time during the 
fultry months. But the Riiffian almanacks 
have fixed the entry of froft and fnow 
in September, and the gentry will not truft 
in the flattering appearance of their fkies. 
I am a whimhcal Briton, and have come 
again to vifit woods and rivers while the 
fun fliines, and to enjoy the fragments of 
a Ruffian fummer, which the great folks 
defpife. 

I am told the winter comes, in the lati- 
tude of Peterfburg, with awful rapidity; 
and that you take farewell of fummer at 
night, and hail the grim tyrant in the morn- 
ing, who thunders around in a whirlwind, 
thickened with fnow and icicles. Let hiiri 
come ! I muft fee it and feel it ; nor will 
I retreat, even before a Scythian winter. 
Cronftadt is yet filled with Britlfh fhips, 
which have a long ftormy voyage to per- 
form, before they can anchor upon their na- 
tive 
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tive fliores. I have only two hours' jour- 
ney to go into the city, and into, fhelter. 
The Britifh fhJp-mafters call at the houfe 
I lodge at, in their way from Cronftadt to 
Peterfburg, as they generally come over land, 
after palling fromCronftadc tcOranienbaum, 
There are now feveral of them in the par-" 
lour making merry. I tell them'to haften 
their departure — mention the dangers of a 
late paflage home — and prefs upon their re- 
colledion the rifk cf having their vefTels 
frozen in the harbour of Cronftadt. In re- 
ply they pall for another bottle, taking no- 
tice of the late period at which they had 
failed from R-uflia in former years. 

We have a wedding in the poft-houfe : 
tlie {hlp-mafters take a peep at the bride, 
and fwear that fhe is a good piece ; adding 
many fea-phrafes illuftrative of her beauties 
and of the happinefs of the bridegroom. 
The bride is the daughter of one of the offi- 
cers of the pofts : the bridegroom is a chorifter 
from one of the churches at St. Peterfburg. 

I went with the company to the church 
of St. Sergius, to behold the Ruffian cere- 
monies 
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monies at the altar of Hymen. The young 
couple kiffed every fault within the walls, 
croffing themfelves oppofite to each. The 
prieft, having made feveral geftures and gri- 
maces, joined their hands and kifled them. 
This was the fignal for a univerfal attack 
npon the lips of all prefent. I hid myfelf 
in a corner to avoid the difagreeahle en- 
counter of long beards: howeverj I foon 
reco!led:ed there was no occaflon for this 
precaution. The Ruffians permit foreign- 
ers to behold every religious ceremony 
without demanding any outward refpe<3: or 
attention, either to prieft or people, further 
than remaining uncovered and fiient. The 
bride, from the time fhe had yielded confent, 
to the day of her nuptials, was attended in 
her hut by two fuch virgins as herfelf ; who 
continued Tinging with her from morning 
to night for two or three weeks. If fhe 
paid a vifit in the neighbourhood, the at- 
tendant nymphs, Tinging as they went along, 
accompanied her. The bride's acquaint- 
ance, male and female, enter the hut dur- 
ing this feftival, making what prefents they 
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are able to Leftow, • and in return, they afef 
at liberty to kifs the bride and bride's maidsj 
■who entertain them with fongs into the bar- 
gain. Our cook, in the courfe of his vifit, 
has fallen a facrifice to the blue eyes of one 
of the bride's maids ; but flie piques herfelf 
upon her family connexions, and has re- 
fufed the poor fellow : fhe fays fhe is the 
Emprefs's flave, and that the cook is only 
the flave of a private gentleman. 

The wedding folks, at their return from 
church, alTemblcd in one of the rooms of 
the poft-houfe ; and Apollo and Daphne, of 
whom I have formerly made honourable 
mention, performed upon this, as they ufu- 
ally do upon every great occafion. The 
bridegroom, taking his bride by the hand, led 
the dance. This ended, he entertained us 
with his fongs : and it is but juftice to fay, 
that he fung like a nightingale. 

It was formerly a cuftom in Ruflia, nor 
Is it yet become wholly obfolete, for the 
friends of the young couple, foon after they 
bad retired to refl:, to enquire if the marriage 
articles were completely ratified. I do not 
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know whether or not this queftlon was 
alked upon the prefent occafion. The bride 
of herfelf declared next morning, with tears 
in her eyes, that Ihe had been cheated ! and 
that her hufband was good for nothing but 
for finging of hymns. The bridegroom 
looked very filly. A monkjhis acquaintance, 
who came with the chorifter from Peterf- 
burg, declared, that he was a very good 
kind of man, and that he had lent him 
thirty rubles to bear the expence of the wed- 
ding dinner. The fathers have, perhaps, 
fent abroad this fyren to charm a few birds 
into their net. 

The watchman at the poft-ofnce is an 
old foldier, of eighty years of age. He 
tells us of the engagements in which he had 
fought, in the war with Pruffia, in the reign 
of the Emprefs Elizabeth. This veteran 
was lately found in the wood, in amorous 
dalliance with the gardener's wife, whom 
he had debauched from the paths of virtue 
with a bottle of Ruffian brandy. The 
other fervants dogged the turtles to their 
heft, ft ripped the fheep's Ikin from the 
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warrior's back, carried it to the neareft fpw 
rit-fhop, and pawned it for brandy ; to which 
muldt, offenders againfl the laws of chaftity 
among the rural nymphs and fwains ar^ 
liable in Ruffia. 

In my walks a few days ago I encounter- 
ed with a band of gypfies, the firft I had 
feen in the country. The females, as^ufual, 
ofiered, for a fmall gratuity, to fcan the fe- 
erets of fate and futurity. There were fe- 
veral beautiful gii Is journeying bare-footed 
with the caravan, an itinerant beggar^s opera. 
I had feen a party of this fquadroa at fome 
diftance, at the window of a Finlander's 
hut, and heard them earneftly entreating 
the landlady to give them bread and fait. 
The landlady remained obdurate, and the 
prayers of the gypfies were changed into 
curfcs. I entered the fame hut, and pro- 
cured fome milk. The woman of the 
houfe told me that fhe was daily plagued 
with thofe people. That fhe gave them 
fometimes bread in fummer; but that the 
long winter approaching, and having a 
large family, fhe could not fpare any thing 
from her (lore of provifions. 

LET- 
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L E T T E II XX. 

hefcrlpt'ion of the City of Peterfmrg.— 
Old Petcrjhurg.—rhe CltadeL^WiUiams 
IJland.—The Exchange. — Mufeum. — Im- 
perial Academies.— Cadet Corps.—Statuc 
of Peter the Great.— Imperial Palace, ^c. 



&c. 



St. teterfbufg, Oaober 1789. 

'ETERSBURG, with all its ftately paiaces 
and gilded domes, is fituated in the midfl: 
of a wood, as wild and barren as any in the 
north. It prefents a wonderful pidure of 
Tsvhat power and genius can accomplifh. 
Independently of art, the Neva is its only or- 
nament : a dead, fandy, flat country, cover- 
ed with brufh-wood, furrounds it upon 
every fide; a few miferable huts,fcattered 
about, complete the fcene. The great Pe- 
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ter did riot look to the mod beautiful, but 
to the moft ufeful fpot, for the fcite of his 
capital : his obje£t was commerce folely* 
Petcrfburg is the emporium for naval, Mof-- 
cow for rural affairs. The Ruffian em- 
pire, extending over a confiderable part of 
Europe and Afia, muft have a capital city 
to every kingdom of which it confifts. To- 
boUky is the chief city of the Ruffian do- 
minions under the pole, and bordering upon 
China ; Petro Fauloufky, of the eaftern 
countries adjoining to America and Japan ; 
Orenburg^ of the provinces bordering upon 
Tartary and India ; Gafan and Aftrakan, of 
kingdoms of the fame name, near the fron- 
tiers of Perfia ; GherfoR, of the Crimea and 
provinces adjoining; andKioff andMohilow, 
of the Ukrane and Little and White Ruffia 
bordering upon Turkey and Poland. 

The city of Petcrfburg is rtot huddled to- 
gether :- it fpreads out like the wings of the 
imperial eagle. The principal quarter 
. ftands upon the continent, and upon the 
fouth banks of the river Neva ; the fecond 
divifion is what is- called Old -Peteiiburg, 
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and is fituated upon feveral iflands towards 
the north banks ; the third quarter upon 
Williams Illand, in the middle channel of 
the Neva, betwixt the other two. This 
noble river, after embracing the whole in 
its courfe, empties itfelf into the Gulph of 
Finland immediately below the city. The 
old city, originally built upon one ifland, 
bearing its name, now ftretches over feve- 
ral lefTer ones. It is -very irregularly built, 
and confifts chiefly of wooden houfes ; here, 
however, are the fiift objeds that draw 
attention — the citadel, in which is the ca- 
thedral, a fine pile of building, with its 
gilded fpire and turrets; v?hofe fparkling 
grandeur ftrikes the eye at a great diftance, 
and marks the facred fpot where lie inter- 
fed the remains of Peter I. and his Em-- 
prefs, the Livonian villager, Catharine I. 
This is the Ruffian Mecca, and none but 
infidels will negled: to make a pilgrimage 
to it. Mahomet's fplendid impofture col- 
lefts together a crowd of Vagrant Turks 
and Arabs j but the maufoleum of Peter at- 
ttads the philofopher as well as the war- 
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rior, from every corner of enlightened 
Europe ;. the firft admires the legiflator ; 
the fecond comes to touch the bones of 
Scanderbeg ! 

"The boat which gave Peter the idea of 
building- a navy, is carefully preferved in a 
fmall houfe near the fepulchre : it is empha- 
tically called the Grand Sire. Before this 
reUc was depofited here, a naval review 
took place at Cronftadt : the Grand Sire had- 
the honour of carrying the Admiral's flag, 
and received a general falute from the Ruf- 
fian fleet. 

Some will fay, that the Ruffian nation is 
not yet civilized ; and that Peter only began 
the workof civihzation — of arts and fciences. 
What a narrow thought! When the work is 
finifhed it is his. Will fucceeding monarchs 
think themfelves difgraced in being named 
the difciples of this immortal Prince ? He 
gave the plan of the building — he hud the 
foundations, and reared a part of the walls ! 
Succeeding monarchs are his workmen, his 
bricklayers, flaters, carpenters, painters, and 
upholfterers. 

Catharine 
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Catharine II. is the moft dlftinguiflied of 
Peter's work people, and has -made fuck 
-elegant improvements upon the original 
plan, that it is fa far become htr own. The 
hatchet was the Emperor's favorite inftru- 
ment : his work was ufeful, but uapoliihed. 
He feemed to-be fenfibie of this, and early 
called in the affiftance' of a female. Ano- 
ther Catharine is born to him : the fine arts 
'go hand in hand -with thofe of war, of agri- 
culture and commerce. 

From Old Peterfburg we proceed alori"- 
a bridge of boats to Williams Ifland.' Upon 
the north fide, and. fronting the: bid town, 
•are the "merchants wharfs, the exchange, the 
cuftom-houfe, and warehoufes. In the ri- 
ver, between Old Peterfburg and Williams 
Ifland, lie all the veflels that take down to 
Cronftadt the produce of ■ RiifEa, to the 
larger foreign ihips, that cannot come to 
Peterfburg, the channel being narrow and 
fliallow at the m6uth of the river. Thefe 
veflels likewife bring from Cronftadt all 
goods imported, landing them at the cuf- 
fom-houfe to fecur'e the duties. The fouth 
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fide of Williams Ifland fronts tlie new city 
of Peterfburg ; and here is built a fuperb 
line of houfes, among which are the Impe- 
rial Academies and the Miifeum. The Im^ 
perial Academj of Sciences is a grand ftrucr 
ture, and is amply endowed for its fupport. 
The profeffors are eminent in the republic 
of letters, and are of different nations. Her 
Imperial Majefty, to adorn thofe eftablifli- 
ments, feledts merit from every climate and 
countiy. 

The mufeum is fituated upon the higheflt 
and eaft point of Williams Ifland, oppofite 
to the imperial palace upon the continent to 
the fouth ; and the citadel to the north, 
The weft point of this ifland reaches to the 
mouth of the Neva, The mufeum, I beg 
her Imperial Majefty's pardon, is a fmall 
warehoufe, containing famples of the va- 
rious produdions of her empire. This 
world of dominion furniflies a mufeum of 
itfelf ; yet no expence has been fpared to 
complete the coUedlon with every curious 
produdlion from other countries. Here the 
naturalifliand merchant find equal pleafure j 
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the one views with rapture the veins of 
gold, filver, and lead, in the native ore ; the 
other confiders how much one hundred 
weight will produce of pure metal. 

The Cadet Corps, or Academy of War, 
formerly the palace of Prince MenzikofF, i? 
fituated betwixt the Academy of Sciences 
and the Mufeum : is the nurfery of young 
warriors, the fons of the nobility and gentry; 
and from this feminary of Mars are taken 
the officers for the army. The palace of 
Prince Menzikoff was applied to its prefent 
ufe by Count Munich. There are a num? 
ber of buildings adjoining, for the accom- 
modation of the young gentlemen. 

The hiftory of MenzikofF is romantic, 
Raifed from the humblefi {Ration to the rank 
of prince, then racked upon the wheel of 
fortune ; yet, in every {ituatlon, the art mi- 
litary continued his favourite ftudy. Du- 
ring his banifhment in Siberia, the table of 
his cottage was always covered with maps 
&nd plans of the countries, the feats of for- 
mer wars, and of battles in which he had 
been engaged; — ftill delighting in what had 
0^4 occafioned 
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occafioned his fall, and poring over his de« 
ftrudion ! It muft appeafe his manes, that 
his houfe is ftill the nurfery of war. 

Except this line of building upon the 
banks of the Neva, and another ftreet, the 
whole of this quarter of the city confifts of 
wooden houfes. Thefe are built very re- 
gularly in ftreets interfeding each other at 
right angles : canals run through the mid- 
dle of the ftreets ; but, owing to the level 
furface of the ground, the water in them, in 
the heat of fummer, ftagnates, and is ofFenr- 
five. They ferve no good purpofe, and it 
■wCuld be proper to fill them up with earth; 

A bridge of boats crofles the Neva oppofite 
the Gadet Corps, makiiig a communication 
from WiF'liams Ifland to the grand quarter 
of the City upon the continent. As you walk 
along this bridge, you have a front view of 
the equeftrian ftatue of Peter I. which is 
eredled upon the oppofite bank of the river: 
the horfe, upon the fummit of a rock, ma- 
jeftically rearing, and pawing the air — •. 
feems confcious of his rider—" he fmells 
<^ the battle afar off; his neck is clothed 

9 *' with 
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"•* with thunder." Around the ftatue are 
always feveral Ruffians, attended by fome 
biographer. You can trace, withovit any 
knowledge of the language, by the geftures 
of the orator and his audience, when he is 
tecoWing the defeat at Narva, or the vi<aory 
at Pultowa. They add in thefe orations, 
that Peter flood upon the very rock which 
now fupports his effigy, while he beheld 
the Swediih army fly from the field of 
battle. I have taken a drawing of this ceIe-» 
brated work of M'. Falconer. I was affifted by 
an engraving from a drawing of Young, and 
haveendeavouredtocorre<3:fomeerrorsinthat 
drawing; or perhaps hisengraverhasnotdone 
juflice tp the drawing. "When an heroic 
" monument," fays M. Falconer *, *' is to 
*' be confeerated to the memory of a prince, 
*' and this prince has alchieved great matters 
*' in various and even oppofite departments 
*' — he has gained vidtories in war — he has 
" enacted- wife lawsj and founded eftablilh- 

'•'' Tranflation from the French of M. Falconer's 
pieces on Sculpture, by the Rev. Mr. Tooke of Pe- 
ferfburg. 
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►" ments conducive to the happinefs of his 

" people in time of peace — his academical 

" culogium may turn upon both thefe texts ; 

** but in a ftatue, which can reprefent but one 

" inftant, we muft confider and choofe. If ' 

♦' we give a preference to his civil qualities 

f over his military virtues, this preference 

*' cannot juftly be condemned, till it fhall 

f' certainly be determined which of thefe two 

*' kinds of glory belongs more particularly 

^' to hira, who hcs fo well deferred them 

»' both; but more efpeqially, which of them 

f was moft ufeful to the happinefs of man- 

^' kind. T'he habit I have given the ftatue 

" of Peter the Qreat, is the habit of ail na- 

*' tions — of all men — of every age — in a 

" word, it is ail herpic habit.'' 

Upon the right hand of the ftatue, and to 
the eaft, is the Admiralty and Dock-yards, 
and immediately beyond thefe the ImperiaJ 
palace. At this inftant there are two firft rate 
fhips of war building under the Palace win- 
dows ! From the Admiralty fpire, all the 
ftreets run out as radii from the centre of 
a circle. The principal ftreet is that line of 

buildings 
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buildings fronting the Neva, for an extent 
pf between three and four Englifti miles. 
The bank for the fame extent is lined with 
granite ftone, with baluftrades, and footpath 
of the fame materials. Near the extremities 
pf this fuperb ftreet, calied the Grand Mil- 
lion, and which, taking the courfe of the 
Neva, forms a vaft obtule angle, a canal is 
cut acrofs the main land, making the bafe 
of this angle, and furrounding the city upon 
the continent to the fouth; fo that this quar- 
ter is entirely inclofed, with the Neva on one 
fide, and this panal upon the other, for an 
extent of about eight miles ; the whole bank 
lined with granite ftone, having granite ba- 
luftrades or iron railing. Over thefe canals 
are erc£ted draw- bridges, likewife built of 
granite ftone. The quarter without this canal 
may be deemed the fuburbs ; the houfes are 
moftly of wood, but the houfes within the 
canal are moftly of brick, and plaiftered, 
painted with every variety of colours. No 
houfe is fufFered to be rebuilt within the ca- 
pal, of wood, but with brick; and the new is 
c^uickly driving the old city out of the gates! 

2 Amidft 
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Amidft thefe modern fabrics, the RuiTiati 
churches every where fhoot up their antique 
turrets ! The Ruffians hold the form of their 
church- walls as facred as their forms of re- 
ligion within them. The roofs are covered 
.with block-tin, and many of them gilded. ' 
• There are in Peterfburg three Imperial 
palaces: the palace near the. Admiralty,. in 
.which h€r Imperial Majefty. refides, is a 
magnificent edifice of brick ftuccoed, and 
adjoining is a long'range of buildings front- 
ing the Neva, including the private. theatre 
X)f the Court. The Marble Palace is built 
of the ftone which gives it -this name. The 
archlted has made what ought to have been 
the gavel, the front of this fuperb building, 
which feems itfelf to hlaih ajt its pofture.- 
The, third is. the Summer PkUce, built, of 
timber, and yet. the moft regular ^and elegant. 
It is placed in, the fummer .gardens upon the 
banks of the .rivjsr, and is tfuly a dehghtful 
.fpfidence. > , ..,.,,-.■ 

- The Ruffian nobles, and even the middling 
ranks, exceed in the elegance of their houfes. 
in the Afaatic ftyle, they are all built in 

fquares j 



SeANDINAVIA. 237 

fquares ; an open court in tBe centre, to 
which is an entry by a large gate-way- 
With this tafte is mixed the Grecian and 
Italian : and Corinthian, Ionic, and other 
ornaments are too much crowded upon the 
flight fabric of brick and plaifter. It would 
be better to finifli their houfes in a, plainer 
ffcyle ; and the eafier expence would enable 
the pofTeflbrs to keep them in better repair. 
Nothing looks fo tawdry as a Corinthian 
cornice of plaifter in ruins. The new church 
near the equeftrian ftatue is building of 
the fineft Siberian marble, and will be one 
of the moft codly and fuperb ftru£tures in 
theuniverfe. The granite banks of the Neva, 
the equeftrian ftatue of Peter I. and this 
admirable building, will deliver down to the 
lateft pofterity the name of Catharine 11. 
But Catharine is imperial in every thing ; 
and pofterity will overlook even thefe mo- 
numents, amidft the continued difplay of 
great actions. The palace near the Admi- 
ralty is fituated at the point of the angle 
which the river makes ; and here the Neva 
rolls his tide, embracing the lodging of his 

fovereign. 
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foverelgn. From this fpot one has ihi 
grsrtideft profped imaginable : before youj- 
upon the other fide of the river, is the old 
city, with its citadel and gilded fpire ; the 
houfesfurrounded or intermixed with woods* 
Wiliiams Ifland prefents another profpedt of 
a differfnt nature: a wood of mafts, planted 
in front of the flreets. To the right and 
left is the Grand Million, every houfe in 
which is of elegant ftrudure, and inhabited 
by the principal Ruffian nobility and gen- 
tlemen. The Admiralty dock-yards are foon 
to be removed to Cronftadt, a more conve- 
nient place, adapted to the fcite of the 
naval yards. The vacancy from the palace 
to the equeftrian ftatue and Senate Houfe 
will be filled with buildings; and the Grand 
Million will be one continued range of 
tafte and fplendor. 

I am at a lofs to guefs what induced the 
Emperor to pitch upon fo awkward a fpot 
for dock-yards J from which the (hips muft 
be tranfported to Cronftadt, over fhoals, by 
means of wooden camels, when this trouble 
could have been fo eafily avoided by build- 
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ing his navy at the harbour where they lie, 
and where there is a great depth of water 
and every accommodation. The machines 
called camels are conftru<fled of tw^o pieces, 
or a fort of half-veiTels, built in the fame 
manner as other veffels, but of a fmgular 
ihape. They are fquare at the bottom, the 
ends, and one fide; the other fide is hollow 
and rounding. Thefe half-veiTels are funk 
to a proper depth, one at each fide of the 
fhip of war they are intended to carryj and 
their hollow fides, being drawn clofe to her, 
form a capacious womb which embraces the 
fhip of war. They are ftrongly wrapped 
together with cables. The water is then 
pumped out of the camels ; they rife, and 
with them the ihip of war ! Perhaps you 
will have a better idea of the camels, by 
fuppofing an oblong fhaped bafoncut length- 
. ways from the top to the bottom : the hol- 
low fides of each half bafon will exadly 
refemble thofe of the half camels. Again, 
join the two halves together, and they form, 
the womb which receives the burthen. The 

camels 
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camels with their loads do not draw abovg 
eight to eleven feet of water. 

Peter, probably anxious to ihew his navy 
to the Ruffians, built his fhips at Peterf- 
burg, where there was a greater number 
to look at them. He had experienced 
difficulty in prevailing upon his fubjeds to 
come to the capital, and ftill more in making 
them embark for Cronftadt, The moment 
they beheld the Finland Gulph and heard 
the roaring furge, they made a full flop, or 
ihrunk back with terror at the awful defigns 
of their Prince ! 
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Defcripiion of Cronfiadt. — Fortrefs of Cronf- 
lot, — Admiralty. — Naval Cadet Academy. 
Palace of Qranienbaiim. — Palace of Peter- 
hoff, — Anecdotes of Peter the Great. 



St. Peterfburg, January i ^go. 

IN arriving from the Baltic, at the head 
of the Gulph of Finland, you fee before you 
a fmall low ifland, partly covered with woods, 
and at the eaft end the city and fortifica- 
tions of Cronftadt. Oppofite to thefe, and 
to the entrance of the harbour, to the fouth, 
at a quarter of a mile's diftance, is the for- 
trefs of Cronflot, built upon a bank in the 
fea. The foundations of the fortrefs are 
feveral feet under water. The channel lead- 
ing from Cronftadt to the open gulph is 
very narrow, which conftitutes its ftrength. 
vol.. I. R A few 
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A few fhips of the line could defend il 
againft a very fiiperior force. 

The harbour of Cronftadt is formed by 
wooden and ftone piers, pi:oje£ling in a 
half moon from the main body of the iiland. 
Thefe piers ferve at the fame time as ram- 
parts, and are planted with a number of 
heavy cannon. This harbour is divided into' 
three grand divifions: the mofl wefterly is for 
the merchant fliiprs, which lie in lines abreaft 
of each other, moored at buoys. The middle 
and eafl: divifions are appropriated for the 
Ruffian navy. From the middle harbour a 
canal runs to the centre of the town, where 
' the Admiralty and dock-yards are conftrudl- 
ing. The banks of this canal are faced with 
granite, and the docks and piers will like- 
wife be finifhed with the fame durable and 
elegant material. The fortrefs of CronlloE 
is entirely built from the granite quarries. 

The Ruffians are neceflarily fuperb in 
their public buildings : they have no other 
materials for fuch works than marble, gra- 
nite, and jafper. Their palaces are built with 
the two firfti and the infide walls are wainf- 
2 cotted 
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cotted with agate, jafper, and lapis lazuli, 
Siberia furniflies a variety of precious ftones, 
and enables the Ruffian monarchs to vie in 
fplendor with thofe princes of India of 
whofe magnificence the accounts appear 
romantic. 

The Admiralty will contain every ac- 
commodation for the officers employed in 
it, as well as barracks for the officers of the 
navy refiding at Cronftadt, who have apart- 
ments and other neceffaries at the expence 
of Government at all times. The whole will 
be one of the moft complete and noble 
works of the age. Admiral Greig was the 
adtive agent in all thefe undertakings. 

The town of Cronftadt is ' pretty regu- 
larly built, but confifts moftly of wooden 
houfes. Except a few buildings for the recep- 
tion of the officers of Government and for 
the naval cadets, it has no ornament but 
its harbour. The removal of the Admiralty 
from Peterfburg is in every refpeO. neceflary, 
to give importance and elegance to the Ply- 
mouth of Ruffia. — Cronftadt is a well* chofen 
feminary for the naval cadets : they have 
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here the pradice of feamanlhip continually 
before their eyes: they view in the weft the 
ftormy ocean, and are daily accuftomed to 
fcenes In which they are intended themfelves 
to ad* 

The Gulph of Finland contrads itfelf 
below Cronftadt, clofing gradually in a 
femlclrclc tcxwards that port. and Peterfburg. 
The breadth of the gulph at Cronftadt is 
about fifteen miles, from the Carelian to the 
Ingrian fhore. The firft, to the north, pre- 
lents to the view nothing but gloomy 
woods: Ingria, to the fouth, is proudly de- 
corated with the palaces of Oranienbaum, 
PeterhofF, and Strelina, and a number of 
the feats of the nobility. Oranienbaum is 
diredly oppofite to Cronftadt. I embarked 
in one of the boats which ply the paffiige 
here. The winds gently fanned our fails : 
the footy clouds in the weftern horizon 
threatened a fudden ftorm. The feamen 
pulled hard at the oar to gain the land before 
it fliould overtake us. We had juft entei-ed 
the harbour of Oranienbaum, when the 
whirlwind thundered around our heads. 

Some 
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Some boats were at this moment paffing to 
Cronftadt : they were hid in the fpray of the 
fea, and in the gloomy fqualls ; and I re- 
mained in dreadful fufpence for the fate of 
the paffengers ! 

The palace of Oranienbaum is fituated on - 
a rifmg ground : the city fpreads upon the 
fhore, nearer the fea; and the harbour is at 
a mile's diftance from both, but communi- 
cating with them by means of a canal which 
reaches to the park gates of the palace. The 
ground through which this canal pafles is, 
fwampy — the banks have been conflruded 
at a great expence, with earth and ftones. 
To the weftward of Oranienbaum the coaft 
fwells into hills., variegated with woods and 
farm-houfes. 

The palace of Oranienbaum confifts of 
different buildings, connected by galleries. 
From the top of thefe, one has a delightful 
profpedt of the ocean covered with veflels, 
of Cronftadt and of Peteifburg. It originally 
belonged to the celebrated Menzikoltl The 
apartments are neat, but convey no idea of 
piincely refidence. The gardens are fmall. 
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and in the eld Dutch ftyle : in them how-s 
ever is a fine piece of water, where lie 
feveral pleafure yachts. The rifmg grounds, 
and woods on all fides of this lake give it 
the appearance of a harbour land-blocked, 
and 3'ou look around to difcover where it 
communicates v;ith the fea. 

The city of Oranienbaum is a coUec-r 
tion of wooden houfes, and contains no- 
thing worthy the notice of a traveller. It 
is a kind of out-poil: to the capital, and one 
or two regiments of horfe or foot are gene- 
rally flationed here: at prefent it is crowded 
■with Coffac troopers. The road from this 
place to Peterhoff is clofe by the fhore, 
through a deep fand and v^^ild forefts ; yet 
here, to gladden the dreary journey, we 
meet with fome gentlemen's country feats. 
I arrived at laft at the village of Peterhoft", 
and paffing under an avenue of branching 
trees, in which are buik feveral handfome 
wooden houfes for the accommodation of 
the Court when her Imperial Majefty 
rcfides at the palace of Peterhoft, I faw this 
famous lodging before me. 

The 
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The palace of PeterhofF, bearing the name 
of its great founder, is fituated upon a rifing 
ground ; the gardens extending from the 
palace to the fea fliore. Peterhoff is a long, 
narrow building, and, for the time it was 
built, elegant. It has only one range of 
apartments, hut thefe are hanjilfome and 
fuperb. This was the Imperial hamlet of 
Peter. It was a great ftretch of his magni- 
ficence in things only ornamentalj when he 
laid the foundation of PeterhofF: it was in- 
tended for the entertainment of foreign am- 
baffadors, rather than for hi^ own conve- 
s^ience. 

Peter was never at eafe in his robes : the 
hatchet and fword were always in his mind; 
and he fometim>es forgot himfelf fo far, as 
to invite the ambaflador to aflift him in 
cutting down trees for his dock-yards ! He 
was another Uncle Toby ; but his plans 
were not to be executed in lefs bounds 
than thofe which the univerfe afforded ! 

In this houfe are pidlured the naval tri- 
umphs of Ruffia, facred to the memory of its 
firft inhabitant, and creator of the navy — 
R 4 the 
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the defeat of the Turklfli fleet in the Archi-»- 
pelago, and their total deftrudion in the 
Bay of Tfcheftne, by the Ruffian fleet, un-» 
der the command of Count Alexis Orlow, 
The TurMfh fleet, the town and fortrefs of 
Tfchefme, were totally deilroyed, and here 
they are ftill burning on the canvafs ! But 
the grand colledion of Ruffian fl:atues and 
paintings is depofited inthepalace of Zarlko-? 
Zelo. 

The famous John Barclay, in the begin-- 
ijing of the lafi; century, WTote a book, which 
he entitled Icon Animorum, A Pi£ture of 
Minds J or, The Charaders of Nations, 
^ere fuch a book as this, or even fl^ort 
fketches of national charafters and cuftoms, 
accompanied by paintings reprefenting the 
various co/iumes, dreflTes, attitudes, ordinary 
a.mufements and occupations of the people 
of different' countries ; the ftudy of modern 
hiftory, as well as of the infliacnce of cli- 
mate, food, and manners, in the formation 
of the countenance and ftature — and of phy- 
fiognomy too, if there be fuch a fcience — 
would be facilitated and extended to an 
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aftonifhing degree. The painted figures, 
compared and contrafted with each other, 
would convey inftrudion by a kind of in-^ 
tuitive difcernment, and all the powers of 
the mind would be enlivened. Even with- 
out any written account, an aflemblage of 
the phyfiognomies, features, dreffes, and 
fhapes of all nations, in all countries, with 
the moil habitual attitudes of their members, 
would prefent of itfelf a noble field of {pecu- 
lation, and contribute very much to the ad^- 
vancement of the moft interefting fcience — 
the fcience of man. 

This magnificent defign might be at- 
tempted, not without a degree of fuccefs, 
by the graving tool. But there are feveral 
particulars in the pidures of nations, which 
cannot be hit off by the engraver, though 
they may be reprefented with great felicity 
by the painter — fuch as the tints and fhades 
of complexion, the appearance of the Iky, 
the colour of the foliage, and other natural 
objedls, that form the ground on which the 
human figures are introduced. 

Such a Tableau de Natms would be an a£t 
of munificence to the niufes, worthy of the 
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prefent Emprefs of Ruffia. As there is no 
fovereign prince who fways the fceptre over 
fo many nations, fo there is none to whom 
the world can fo naturally look up for fo 
grand and fo various a pidure. The Em- 
perors of China, in their extenfive and 
magnificent gardens, , endeavour to exhibit 
as it were a miniature pidiure of the natural 
world : it would be an objed worthy of Ca- 
tharine II. to enrich the republic of art, and 
alfo that of fcience, by a delineation of mo- 
ral charader. PeterhofF is the naval houfe 
of Ruffia; Oranienbaum the military houfe. 
In this iaft is a fine painting, reprefenting 
the glorious battle of Pultowa ; in which, 
too, the original builder of the manlion, 
Menzikoff, performed a principal part. 
Every thing belonging to this Alexander 
has been confecrated to military ufe. 

The gardens are in the fame ftyle with 
the others : the ftatues of gods and goddeffes 
keep fentry at every turning; and cafcades 
roll down gilded flairs in place of rocks, 
which are a fcarce commodity in this pro- 
vince ; and every cafcade, and brook, and 
lake, have their guardian deities, Peterhoff 
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gardens prefent a pidure of Lapland my- 
thology : Neptune is placed upon his car in 
a fiih-pond, drawn by fea-horfes ; and, as 
ufual, the courtiers Iwimming round their 
fovereign, and founding his praife through 
fea-lhells. 

The arts and fclences never approached 
RufTia, until thefe ftatues appeared. They 
are facred, and the arm that removes them 
fhall wither from its fhoulder. The gar-, 
dens fhould likewife be preferved in their 
prefent ftate. 

Upon the banks of a fmall lake, near the 
Ihore, is a houfe in which Peter ufually re- 
fided, and enjoyed himfelf in living with- 
out that pomp which his refidence in the 
larger manfion obliged him to aflume : here 
the fervants fhew the fifhing and hunting 
accoutrements of the Emperor, and the 
utenfils of cookery with which this hero 
drefTed his begf-ftakes ! I fufpe<3; that they 
are only copies of the original, which, no 
doubt, are removed into fafer cuftody. The 
fervants, no doubt, make money of thefe 
re/ics ; the reverence for the memory of Pe-s 
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ter win increafe the price ; and the guards 
have, unqueftionably, cheated as many- 
watchmen as at the tomb of the Prophet. 

In the lake are a great variety of fifh, 
perch, carp, and other kinds. It is not per- 
mitted to any one to throw a hook, and the 
finny tribe are fo familiar from this good 
lifage, that they will take a bit of bread 
almoft out. of your hand. 

I went to fee the diamond mills. To this 
manufaclury are brought the precious ftones 
found in Siberia and other parts. 

Near Peterhoff, and in the midft of a 
foreft, is a garden executed in the modern 
Englifh tafte — a very delightful fpot ; and, 
when the natural flatnefs of the ground is 
confidered, it is amazing what art and tafte 
have been^ exerted in finifhing it.— Here 
are winding rivulets, cafcades daihiug over 
mofs-clad rocks, antique -bridges, temples, 
ruins, and cottages. In one of the huts I 
found a colledion of prints, from the fub- 
je£l of Sterne's Sentimental Journey : La 
F/eur's dapple feemed to be running off with 
the jack-boots to the pole. In this gardefi 
9 is 
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is building a new palace for the Grand 
Duke. At PeterhofF, the elegant road-, for- 
merly noticed, begins, and continues from 
this palace to the gates of the capital. The 
verft pillars are built of granite and marble. 
This road is level as a bo\A'ling-green : the 
diftance to Peterfburg is twenty-fix verfls, 
or eighteen miles. Strelina palace is nine 
verfts from PeterhofF, and feventeen from 
the metropolis. 

I am forry to inform you of the failure 

of Mr. G e S 1, one of the Britifh 

fad:ors here. His character among his 
countrymen, and among the E^uffians, wasj 
and ftill is, highly efteemed. If the ambaf- 
fadors at foreign courts were employed in 
affording patronage and ailiftance to thofe 
fubjefts of their refpetflive fovereigns fettled 
abroad, who do honour to their nation, they 
would be more ufefully engaged than at 
prefent. In being the agents of war, and of 
the intrlp-ues of their cabinets. 
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T'be Abbe Chappe d'Auteroche — his invidious 
Account of the Ruffians. — "The vague Ac* 
counts given by late 'travellers^ and the 
Caufe of it. — CharaSier of the Rufjians. 

Ingria, March 1790. 

IT is to be regretted, that moll of the 
writers upon this empire, have either given, 
way to prejudice, or, on the contrary, were 
not at liberty to fpeak freely. Travellers 
of our own nation, from whom we might 
have expeded the beft accounts, poft along 
with fuch rapidity, that they feldom men- 
tion what is moft material for us to know : 
they fill up volumes with tedious hiftorical 
fcraps ; which, however valuable, are not to 
the purpofe. The objefts of a traveller 
and of an hiftorian are different. The 
Abbe Chappe d'Auteroche, though he tra- 
velled 
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veiled with the utmoft expedition In Ruffia, 
was determined to decide upon the charac- 
ter of the nation. He feeras to have view- 
ed the faults of the Ruffians v/ith the fame 
telefcope through which he obferved the 
tranfit of Venus at Tobolfki. 

I am ftill at a lofs to fpeak certainly of the 
character of the Ruffians. Is it fair to judge 
of a whole nation, by the heterogeneous 
ttiixture of people in Petersburg, a new 
inetropolis ? What are we to do ? Shall we 
rely upon the accounts given us byforeio-n- 
ers refiding in Peteriburg? Thefe are ac- 
quainted and conneiled only with the low 
traders among the Ruffians, who are, per- 
haps, as keen in their dealings as any peo- 
ple. Would it be fair to judge of the na- 
tions of Europe by the heterogeneous 
famples to be 'found in the warehoufes 
here ? 

Peterfburg is only the advanced guard 
of the Ruffian empire. We muft refrain 
from pointed criticifms upon the charader 
of the natives, until we have vifited them 
at head quarters — in their private receffies 
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in their villages, la the kingdoms of Kloff^ 
of Mofcovy, of Tiverj and of Novogorod. 
The Abbe d'Auteroche refufcs them any 
title to Ingenuity 1 but, unfortunately, he 
gives as aproof of his affertlon, w^hat proves 
exadtly the reverfe : 

•* In the Ruffian armies," fays hcj " the 
." taeceflary tradefmen are not taken out of 
/'the fhops of artificers, but a recruit is, by 
" the officer, deftined to exercife any par- 
*' ticular art, to which, from his fize or 
*' fliape, he appears to be beft adapted. A 
" lockfman, for inftance, is wanted in the 
•' company ; a recruit has a lock put into 
*' his hands as a model, and he is ordered 
" to. make one like it. This word of com- 
" mand he executes, we are told, with the 
*' greateft addrefs : it is only neceflary that 
*' the model be perfe£t in its kind ; he 
*' would otherwife copy it with all its moft 
" glaring defeds." 

It might be anfwered to the Abbe : the 
foldier being ordered to make the one lock 
like the other, did right in making it exadly 
fo. 

The 
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The Abbe allows that the Ruffians are 
excellent at imitation ; and if the inftance 
he is pleafed to mention in a common pea- 
fant is not a proof of ingenuity, it will be 
hard to define what is meant by the word* 
Let a lock in the fame manner be put into the 
hands of a French or Englifh peafant, they 
would fail even in copying the defefts. 
The Abbe d'Auteroche attributes this imagi- 
nary want of intelled, to their flat country 
and hot ftovcs : but he grants that they are 
capable of being taught. Is this any pover- 
ty of mind ? Did the Abbe teach himfelf the 
knowledge of the planets, or was he obliged' 
to fome fyfteto of others ? He^ no doubt, 
made improveriients from his own obferva- 
tions ; but theuj he had been taken from a 
work- fh op, and was not a raw recruit. 

The Ruffians arCj at this day, children 
iii the arts : yet^ comparatively with other na- 
tions, they have made quicker improve- 
ments fmce the date of their firlt attempt. 
A traveller without much ingenuity may 
find out a field for criticifra, without touch- 
ing on the dull brains of the inhabitants. 
The young generation are full of life and 
VOL. i.- S fire. 
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fire, and refemble much ihe Englifh youth 
of the fame age. In this latitude, it is fairer 
10 judge of the capability of the nation by the 
fon than by the father ; and before local 
evils have laid hold, as it w.rv of their 
charadters. Their inordinate aefire for 
money is flrange, if it be true, that they hold 
it by fo precarious a tenor as the will of 
their lords. Nothing but their love of 
brandy exceeds this ; and for nothing elfe 
will they voluntarily part with cafli. 

The love of money pervades the higher 
ranks, if we can call it a love of money to 
xvifh for it only to have the pleafure of 
fpending it. The nobility are fond of 
pomp ; and, in order to fupport it, gold is 
wanted. The Court of Ruffia has long 
been famous for its fplendour. The con- 
nedion of this empire with India in former 
times, gave Ruffia the means as well as tafte 
for eaftern magnificence. The modern 
Knoetzes inherit, from their fathers at Mof- 
cow, the tafte, but modern extravagance 
exhaufts the means ; and this fometimes oc- 
cafion& an avaricious condua, from which 
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the worft impreffions have been received of 
. the nobles and princes. The vanity of mi- 
htary rank puts it out of their power to in- 
creafe their fortunes, which a duct attention 
to their peafants and eftates v/ould foon 
change for the better. 

From this negled arifes a dependance 
\ upon government and upon great men in 

offices — a burthen to all parties. Their fitu- 
ation is the fame as the nobility of other na- 
tions, where military parade and war are 
deemed more honourable than the arts of 
peace. Yet, even in our wealthy ifland, the 
extravagance of the higher ranks is not be 
fupported by the moft affluent fortunes, and 
too many of them depend upon the court. 
After having fquandered their fortunes 
among the public they become penfioners 
Upon thofe whom they had thus patronifed. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

Of the Flan adopted hy Catherine II. for the 
Emancipation of the Rujjlan Peafantry. — 
Manners andCufloms of the B-nffians. — "Ihe 
Simplicity of the Religion of the Peafantry, 



Ingria, June 1790. 
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EFORE we beftow the appdlaiion of 
barbarous upon the Ruffians — before we 
even call them flaves, it will be fair to look 
round among the other nations of Europe, 
and enquire what are the virtues and li- 
berties which they boaft of? If the mofl 
civilized are the moft luxurious, which it 
might be eafy to prove, they cannot be 
cither virtuous or free. We fliall find that 
luxury has debauched every European na- 
tion ; and that thofe who boaft moft of 
liberty, are loaded with taxes, occafioned 
6 by 
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by the wars of ambitious minlfters, fup- 
ported by a venal reprefentation of vend 
electors ! If this be the fituation of the moft 
powerful, and the freed nation upon earth, it 
will take away from the odious ftigma of 
flave and barbarian fo liberally given to a 
happy race of men. I may here obferve, 
that the people being the root and ftem of 
conftitutions and laws, they muft firft amend 
themfelves, before they can expe<3: any good 
reformation. To begin by lopping branches 
is a ridiculous procefs. 

The fituation of the Ruffians, in regard 
to freedom and civilization is juft what it 
ought to be, or might naturally be expected 
in their prefent circumftances, which have 
been the circumftances of every other nation 
in their turn. 

I have feen learned treatifes upon the 
fubje<3: of flavery, by thofe who have never 
feen a flave. They recommend to tear the 
bandages at once from eyes which have long 
remained in darknefs, and expofe them at 
once to the beams of the meridian fun. It 
'may be as well, and as prudent, gradually 
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to prepare the way to freedom, by implant- 
ing principles of morality in their minds, ia 
order to give them juft ideas of the prin- 
ciples and particulars in which liberty con- 
fifts, and of their duties to God and mai^ : 
in fhort, to free the mind before the body. 
This is tlie field in which the political re- 
former fliould labour. It is only by the 
gradual maturation of tnoral caufes, that 
rude and favage nature is to be trained up 
to the exercife of virtue, and the enjoyment 
of liberty. Let them firft be made capable 
of being good members of what we call 
civilized fociety, or let them remain as they 
are, lefs luxurious, lefs vicious, and, if you 
will, lefs poliflied and free than we are. 

Her Imperial Majefty, in eftablifhing 
foundling hofpitals in many different parts 
of the empire, eftablifties with them a nur- 
fery of freedom. In thefe the children of as 
many as pleafe are received and educated, 
and put apprentices to any trade they may 
choofe, when they arrive at a proper age ; 
and they are thenceforth in every refped; 
fre$. The new fchools, plaAted ir\ every 
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part of RulTia for the education of youth, 
equally ferve to promote the caufe of liberty^ 
Her Imperial Majefty was willing to give 
liberty even by more rapid means ; and in 
the firil outline of her new code of laws, 
a claufe was inferted which would have 
nearly emancipated the peafantry : but it 
was foon found neceffary to erafe this claufe, 
for the peace and fafety of the nation. 1 
will recommend to the Ruffian nobles and 
gentry, landed proprietors, a mode of libe- 
rating their peafantry which cannot be at- 
tended with any danger, or with any lofs 
to them. Let them put a price upon free- 
dom ; let them raife a mark for their pea- 
fantry to drive to gain by induftry. Were 
it even lool. per head, the peafantry would 
foon emancipate themfelves, by onJy conti- 
nuing the prefent permiiTion of entering into 
trade : the Ruffians engaged in trade are not 
inclined to drunkennefs to fuch a degree as 
the common peafant in the country, but 
more generally fober and active. 

Her Imperial Majefty, in building the 

city of Sophia near the palace of Zarko 

S 4 Zelo, 
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Zelo, fo called after her maiden namej 
which was changed to Catharine upon he^ 
marriage, defigned to make this infant city 
an afylum for the Ruffian peafantry who 
were opprefled by their lords, or who wifla- 
ed for liberty. It was foon found, however, 
that none but the moft profligate and idle 
came to inhabit Sophia ; and that the pea- 
fants confidered Sophia only as the means 
of obliging their lords to agree to all their 
demands, by threatening to go there to re-? 
fide : the afylum was confequently fhut up. 
One circumftance, however, occurred, which 
points out an excellent plan for emancipat- 
ing thofewho really deferve liberty. A Ruf- 
fian peafant had made a confiderable fortune 
in trade ; he offered his lord a price for his 
freedom ; this was refufed, the proprietor 
expedling, no doubt, to fleece the flave of 
all he was worth. The peafant, though a 
new city was open for his reception, ftill 
endeavoured to procure freedom by pur- 
^hafe. When every attempt failed he went 
tp Sophia, -where he now refides ; and at 

prefea^ 



V 



SCANDINAVIA. ^6$ 

prefent pays annually to government to the 
amount of feveral thoufands fterling in duties 
for articles in which he traffics. The city 
of Sophia (hould ftill be a refuge for fuch, 
and for fuch only. Fix the price for free» 
dom J give a flave a fmail property in land, 
or pecuUum, as among the Romans of old 
and out Weft India fettlements at this day, 
with fome time for cultivating it, and no- 
thing more is wanting to every purpofe — • 
both that of humanity to the Have. and juf. 
tice to the mafter. 

A common peafant, if he can make a 
fhift to live and to pay his rent, has no 
other inducement to fpur him to induftry ; 
and as that is done without much exertion, 
he falls into every vice of llavery. Hold 
up to him freedom, but not luxury, as a fpur 
to induftry. When this mark is fixed, 
their exertion to attain it will render them 
induftrious ; and this habit of induftry will 
render them capable and deferving of free- 
dom. They will have the more value for this 
rfjat it has coft them dear, and naturally re~ 
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ceive the idea, that, by a continuance of 
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country than any people : they cannot all 
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engage in trade, and a fufficient number 
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will become farmers when they can call 
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their own what remains in their barns after 
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paying their rent. Their aftive difpofitions 
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incline them rather to commerce than agri- 
culture, from the quick return of profit; but 
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a Ruffian will accommodate himfelf to any 
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fituation where he has a certainty of making 
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money, which he has not in his prefent fitu- 


I—' ^ 


■1 


ill 


[ ation. And it would be more honourable 
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to the Ruffian nobility to be fupported by 


h- ' ^ 
^ = 


E 


revenues derived from the induftry of free- 
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whatever hot-headed fanatics may fay or 
write, is abfolutely one of the ftages through 
which tribes and nations of men are deftined 
to pafs into free and nobler fyftems. 

Travellers into Ruffia have defcribed the 
fervile demeanour of the Ruffian flave, par- 
ticularly in his mode of falutation, in bow- 
ing his head to the earth ; and they feem to 
reft upon this as a mark of a flavifli mind. 
But we fliould not judge of people by fo 
vague a proof as a peculiar mode of faluta- 
tion or compliment. The Ruffian has as 
much meaning in this falute, as we have in 
fubfcribing ourfelves the moft humble fer- 
vants of one another in letters. Befides, a 
Ruffian only obferves this piece of polite- 
nefs to his fuperior, his commander, or one 
on whom he has immediate dependance : 
and, at the very time he is bowing himfelf^ 
he familiarly calls them brothers, as they 
alfo call him if they were the greatefl; princes 
in the empire. A Ruffian feldom lifts his 
hat to any perfon above his own rank, uniefs 
he knows him, and depends in fome degree 
ypon his favour ; but they are punQ:ual in 

this 



S!S;E5*--^ _, 



Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 



Nil Nil Nil 





i^m 


K 


^^^^JK^^^^^^^^^ .^rJKSr^ ' J^^^WpBH^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^MS^^^ 


CO — ^^^H 




268 LETTERS FROM 


ip^ — ^^^^^HH 




this common falute to thofe of the fani'e 
rank with themfelves : they are conftantly 
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bowing to one another, and a ftranger who 




does not enquire farther confiders all this as 
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a proof of fervility. A traveller, marching 
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through Ruffia, will receive more falutes of 
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this kind from the peafantry, if he is clothed 
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in a Iheep-lkin and a beard appending to 




his face, than if he were drefled in purple. 
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proofs of a very n oble fpirit in the natives. 
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I cannot help obferving here, that the Ruf- 




fian women are as elegant in their manner 




of faluting as the men are awkward : put- 




ting both hands upon their breaft, they gen- 


1 — ^ ^^^^^H 


tly incline their head with the utmoft grace 
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and eafe ; and a cottage girl v/ill acquit her- 




felf as handfomely as a duchefs. Nature 


hCi ^^B* 


has given all the Ruffian females a moil be- 
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witching manner of addrefs, which is in 




direft contrail with the rough blunt male 




peafarit j who, except in the article of bow- 
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ing, nearly refembles the bear whofe fur he 




wears. Mr. Wraxall, however, complain- 
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could not obtain a fingle kifs from any of 
the ladies near the pole, unlefs from an 
old Swedifli duchefs wanting teeth. This 
muft have been owing to the hafty man- 
ner of amorous youth, fince the Rev. Mr. 
Coxe gives us a minute detail of the regular 
approaches to the lips of the northern dam- 
fels ; no doubt, for the inftruaion of thofe 
of his countrymen who may vifit Scandina- 
via. The effeOi of climate and local caufes 
upon men and manners is wonderful ! Man 
feems to take the very complexion of his 
body from that of the earth where he is 
fituated. 

Yet even in thofe frozen regions, they 
have found out a method, in fome particu- 
lars, to counterad the %k% efFed of climate^ 
I have already obferved, that the Ruffians 
are not fuch fools as to fhiver, like many 
of our countrymen, under flight clothing 
even in the rigours of cold. The higher 
clafles are wrapt clofe in furs, the lower in 
woolly fkins of Iheep ; a kind of natural 
fleecy hofiery, one of the moll important 
articles of Britifli manufadure, which wa§ 

firft 
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firft brought into notice by the late Lord 
Heathfield, a philofopher as well as a great 
military commander, not only as affording 
a mofl; comfortable degree of warmth, but 
as a moft efficacious remedy againft rheu- 
matifm and the gout. The plan now in 
agitation, for diffeminating knowledge, en- 
terprife, and induftry, at the northern and 
weftern extremities of Britain, by tranflating 
one of the colleges at Aberdeen to In- 
vernefs, or perhaps Dingwall, and convert- 
ing the empty building into a manufadlory 
of the fine Scotch wool into garments of the 
fleecy hofiery kind, fo well adapted to nor- 
thern latitudes, under the aufpices of the 
patentees of that ufeful invention, who are 
men of liberal minds, is highly worthy of 
all poffible encouragdment. The run from 
Aberdeen to the Baltic, where, and particu- 
larly at Peterlburg, the demand for fleecy 
hofiery garments when once known will be 
great, is ihort and eafy. 

The antient Scandinavians had not found 
out the art of heating their houfcs by ftoves, 
and the cold they fuffered made them 

chafte 
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chafte in winter ! All fublime hiftorians, in 
profe and verfe, have therefore reprefented 
chaftity as cold, and drefled her in virgin 
fnow and icicles. The poets flated the 
temple of Diana with pieces of ice. The 
Ruffian cabins are fo many hot-houfes, 
which added to their baths, have created iu 
both fexes the moft amorous difpofitions : 
and they cohabit together at as early an age 
as the natives of Indoflan. 

The Germans, Danes, Swedes, and Nor- 
wegians, having likewife the ftove, preferve 
the fummer heat in the bleak months, and 
are fond hufbands and gallants all the year. 
Britons are moulded by other caufes : with- 
out floves, without clothing, no nation fuf- 
fers fo much from cold. It is furprifmg, 
then, that we are not as famous for our chaf- 
tity as for our courage. Liberty is the 
ftove which warms us 1 Liberty gives com- 
merce — commerce, wealth — wealth, luxury 
—and luxury, an amorous complexion. 

As the Ruffian peafant is bound to the 
eftate, the eftate is no lefs bound to him. 
Every Ruffian landholder muft pay his 

taxes 
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taxes to government^ and maintain theitlj 
by giving the ruftics a fufficient: portion of 
land. The proprietor, no doubt, exadls a 
rent; but fometimes the peafant ufes the 
freedom to drink his crop, and the lord has 
no recourfe but to the -whip. A Ruffian 
peafant of the genuine breed, will rifk a 
beating at any time, for a pint of brandy. 
It has been obferved, that the natural dif* 
pofition of men is beft difcovered when they 
are in liquor. If this be the cafe, I can 
teftify the good temper of the Ruffians* 
When they are drunk they continue kiffing 
one another, until! they turn fober. Their 
lips are in conftant motion, either empty- 
ing the bottle, fmging, or preffing the 
mouths of their bearded brothers. The 
ladies too, of the lower clajfes, fometimes in- 
dulge in libations to Bacchus! — However 
overpowered they may be, male or female, 
by the juice of barley, they never negledl to 
crofs themfelves when they come near to 
a church. The Ruffians, like the great 
men of other nations, leave their religion in 
the hands of the priefts, and pay them for 

taking 
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he comes out of doors in the morning, the ill^^^l 


= I— 1 




firft thing he does is to crofs himfelf, turn- IMHH 
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he eats or drinks, he croffes himfelf before 1 ' 9 
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for hire, he crofTes himfelf upon receiving ^^^^^1 






the fare. When he begins a journey, when HH^H 
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he enters any houfe, when any thing re- ll^^^l 
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markable occurs^ as being informed of the I^^^^H 
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death of a relation or acquaintance, a thun- i^^^^^l 
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der ftorm, or whatever fuddenly ftrikes his ^IMH^H 
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attention, he crolTes himfelf. The Ruffian ' '^^Vl 
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beggars, of whom indeed, there are fe# irt 
Ruffia, as every eftate maintains its pea- 
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fantry, have the moll folemn manner of croff- 
ing themfelves, and the moft interefting hu- 
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mility of demeanour in alking charity, that 
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can be imagined. Upon a- holy-day, they 
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place themfelves before the churches, upon 
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their knees, even when the ground is co- 
vered vpith fnow,- and the cold winds howl- 
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ing around them. In this pofture, bowing. 
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their head to the earth, and croffing their 
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breafts with fervour, they call upon the name 
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of Chrift, and humbly implore the charitable 




1 — ^ ^ 


^^HB. ' 


mite. If the paffenger befl'ows this, the 




I—' ^ 

M = 


^^M^ 


fupplicant bleffes him ; if he refufes, he alfo' 




I—' ^ 
CO = 

I—' ^ 

I—' ^ 
en = 




bleffes him. 




h- ' ^ 
^ = 

h- ' ^ 
h- ' ^ 

CO = 

I—' ^ 
ID = 

[\J = 

o = 

[\J = 

I—" ^ 


Mb ' 


LET- 


1 




cm ; 


W\\\ 


~llll|llll llll|llll 

2 3 ^ 


1 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 


ff 



SCANDINAVIA. 



7J 



LETTER XXIV. 

Soil of the Province of Ingria.^-Prefent State 
of yJgricuhure.— Economy of the Pcafan- 
try. — Anecdotes of the Grand Duke Paul 
Petroviifch — his Attempt to emancipate the 
Peafants. — German Colonies for the Impro'Ve- 
me?it of Agriculture.— Anecdote ofaSamoeide 
Member of the Ruffian Parliament. 

Ingria, Auguft 1790. 

X ERHAPS it is in every refpeft for the 
benefit of the Ruffian empire, that the ca- 
pital is fituated in a barren province. Pe- 
terfburg a£ls vipon the empire as a foreign 
country, and keeps the v^^hole in motion, 
in fupplying her demands. 

The foil of Ingria is a white fandy clay, 

which is deemed the pooreft of all the forts 

of earths ; yet here, by the kind provi- 
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dence of nature, it is made to produce abun- 
dant crops, when properly cultivated. This 
fiat country receives upon its bofom. an even 
covering of faow during winter ; and this, 
in the fpring, melting, diftributes moifture to 
the lands, with the fame equality. But this 
fnow now ferving for manure, would provd 
the deftroyer of the foil were the lands hilly. 
The thaw in fpring would, in this cafe, oc- 
cafion a run of water, which would carry 
along with it that moifture which the foil 
now retains, as well as its richeft particles. 
Upon the other hand, were the foil of In- 
gria of a rich nature, this flat furface of the 
lands, when the fnow melted, would reduce 
it to a mortar, and render it ufelefs, fince fo 
fhort a fummer's fun would not exhale the 
over-abundant moifture. The fandy foil 
drains itfelf, yet the flat furface of the land 
makes it retain a fufEcient quantity of fap. 
The rye harveft is finifhed : it is later this 
year than the lafl:, owing to the wet feafon. 
Rye is the. golden grain of the north : the 
peafants do not fow much of any other kind 
of corn. Of this grain they make their 
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bread, and their drink too : rye fteeped in 

water gives them their favourite draught. 
The culture of their rye differs very Httle 
from that of the wheat in Britain; it is fown 
in autumn, after fummer fallow. The win- 
ter fnow protects it from the feverlty of the 
froft. Of oats and barley fmall quantities 
only are fown, and they are feldom reaped 
in a perfed ftate. The fummer is fhort, 
and when attended, which it generally is, 
with heavy rains, the harveft is retarded. 
The oats and barley are then cut green, and 
dried in their barns with ftoves as in the ifles 
and highlands of Scotland. The rye, under 
the fame circumftances, is treated in the fame 
manner. The procefs is very fimple : the 
grain, with its ftraw, is placed upon rafters 
in the barn, and a ftove heated beneath them. 
A few hours only is requifite to dry the 
grain in fo hot an oven, and a new quan- 
tity is brought, until the whole crop is dried. 
The Ruffian diftillers ufe all forts of grain. 
The oats are raifed chiefly for their horfcs. 
The poor people, in fummer, cannot af- 
fprd to live upon beef; and the fifh, at this 
T 3 feafoiij. 
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feafon, are dearer, too, than in winter. The 
peafantry, as i'ubflitutes, ule vegetables, ef- 
pecially the cucumber, which they eat 
with black bread. The cucumber pecuhar 
to this chmate is fmaller than the Engliih 
kind : it is cuhivated in every garden, in 
yaft quantities ; and every cottage has a cu- 
cumber plantation belonging to it. They 
are now felling s^t five copies, or about two 
', pence per hundred ! The peafants either eat 
them when newly cut, or pickled ; and one 
feldom fees a Ruffian in fummer without a 
bit of black bread in one hand, and a cu- 
cumber' in the other. 

The pickled cucumber is prepared in 
this manner : a layer of oak leaves is firfl 
put in the bottom of a cafk, then a layer of 
cucumbers, and fo alternately, until the cafk 
is filled. A pickle is then made in the com- 
mon way, with fait and water (care being 
taken thatjt is not too flrong), and poured 
into the cafk over the cucumbers. It is 
only neceiTary to keep the cafk in a cool cel- 
lar, and the cucumber is foon ready for ufe, 
and keeps twelve months, or longer, in good 

condition. 
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condition. Strangers do not, at firft, relifh 
this ardic pickle ; yet they foon become 
fond of it, and eat it with all forts of viands. 
I imagine, if a proportion of vinegar were 
added to the fait, this dilli would be the 
more wholefome. The Ruffians, from their 
liking to fait melTes, are very fcorbutic ia 
their habits. 

The Kuffian and Finland peafants pickle 
other roots in the fame way. 

The cabbage is another grand article in 
the, Ruffian oeconomy. Large tubs are 
filled with this plant, cut down in fmall 
{hreds ; upon this cold water is poured, and 
the cabbage fteeped until it fours : the wa- 
ter is then taken off, and the operation is 
completed. This is done in Auguft and 
September, while the weather is yet warm 
enough to.affift in the fermentation. The 
caiks are put into cellars, and the cabbage 
is frozen daring the cold weather, fo that, 
v/hen wanted for ufe, it mull be cut with 
a hatchet. It muft be thawed in cold wa- 
ter, and thereafter, a foup is made of it with 
meats. 

Any kind of frozen fubftances put into 
T 4 warm 



5»l 




2 So 



LETTERS FROM 



warm water, or near any thing hot, inftantly 
putrlfies ; and the Ruflians are very careful 
in the management of this winter provihon, 
upon which they greatly depend. 

The peafantry having laid in a proper 
quantity of rye meal, falted cucumber, and 
four cabbage, bid defiance to the nine 
months of winter. They procure, too, at 
this feafon, from the market, frozen fifh 
and meat, in fuqh quantities as their cir- 
cumflances may permit. Their cattle are 
the worft provided for in the long dreary 
feafon, from Odober to May; and this is 
owing more to the lazinefs of the peafantry 
than to the want of a fufficient quantity of 
grafs, if they would be at the trouble to cut 
it in due time, and to lay it up in the fame 
good order that they do their own provifions. 

The peafants not only make preparations 
of cabbage for their own confumption, but 
for that of the great towns. It is common 
to fee fevcral hundred fledges, with as many 
tubs of four cabbage, driven to Peterlburg. 
The boors, in returning from town, feat 
themfelves in the tubs, and look like fo 
many jlifciples of Diogenes, 

Every 
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Every peafant is allowed a certain portion 
pf land for the purpofe of agriculture, and 
a confiderable fpace of woodland is granted 
to the villagers, in common, for feeding 
their herds and flocks, and to fupply winter 
provender for the beaftial. They pay their 
lords in money and in fervice ; fometimes 
partly in grain. The exactions of the lords 
are arbitrary. The Ruffians and Fins are 
both of them very indolent farmers ; yet, 
the firft are as lively and adive, as the 
others are naturally dull and fluggifh. The 
Ruffians, naturally fpirited and quick in all 
their paffions, are not well calculated to 
wait the flow returns of harveft ; and the 
want of population, in a wide fertile coun- 
try, is unfavourable to exertion. 

The hot fl:oves would of themfelves occa- 
fion all their indolence, did no other caufe 
exifl: ; and their lively tempers, that muft be 
employed in fome way, make them drunk- 
ards. They do not drink to warm them- 
felves becaufe they are cold, or to drown 
melancholy becaufe they are flaves ; but to 
occupy, nourifh, heighten, and prolong the 
jiatural ardour and vivacity of their minds. 
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The Tongufian hunters fuSer more cold 
than any people, and they are the fobereft of 
any. The lower order of EngUfhmen drinl; 
as much as thofe of Ruflia, only they differ 
in their manner of drinking. — The Ruffian 
fwallows as much, at once as ferves him for 
fome hours ; the Englifhman fips continu- 
allv, and talks politics over his bottle. Now, 
it is wonderful that the Ruffians fhould 
drink becaufe they are flaves, and Britons 
becaufe they are free ! A Briton fhould 
never get drunk, left he forget, but for a 
moment, that he is free; or have vv'ild ideas, 
inftead of fober reality. 

1 do not pretend to fay, that freedom and 
fecurity of property are inimical to induC- 
' try ; they are the parents of induftry and 
every noble exertion. But I will prove 
that, vv ere the Ruffians at this moment free, 
they vv-ould be lefs induftrious, and have 
more vices than they have at prefent, if that 
freedom were given th-em before they are 
prepared for it. _ 

I will content myfelf juft now with giv- 
ing one or two glaring inftances of the 
ftubbornnefs of ignorance, 

Slaves 
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Slaves will complain of hardfliips, and 
pant after liberty, without knowing their 
mcapacity for enjoying freedom. It is only 
for thofe, who are capable of freedom, that 
we fliquld be forry if they remain in a ftate 
of bondage ! The complaints of the peafan- 
try, upon fome eftates of the Grand Duke, 
reached his Highnefs. He ordered them 
to be put upon the fame footing with En"-- 
lifli farmers, exading a trifling rent, pro- 
viding them with every implement of huf- 
bandry, and giving them inftruaors to teach 
them agriculture. The peafants made fhift 
to fell their new property, and drink the va- 
lue in the courfe of two years : they failed 
to pay even the trifling ftipulated rent, and 
petitioned to be put upon their old eftab- 
liihment. 

The new code of laws, before it was pub- 
lifhed, was reported to contain a very ftrange 
kind of freedom ; and the more diftant from 
the metropolis, the more ridiculous were 
the notions entertained of that freedom. 
The peafantry were imprefled with an idea, 
that they were to have xhs freedom oi enjlav- 
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ing their lords, or to force them to' do what-« 
ever they required ; and they began to put 
the law in execution, by murdering feveral 
proprietors of eftates. 

The Ruffians are a fine people, but they 
are not yet ripe for freedom. Their fove- 
reigns are doing every thing in their power 
to prepare them for liberty, by inuring 
them to indullry and good habits ; and this 
is all that the fober and wife advocates far 
liberty can willi for. There are many in- 
ftances of the unneceflary oppreffion of the 
peafantry ; but this is neither the fault of the 
ibvereign nor of the proprietors, farther 
than that the proprietors iliould be more 
careful than they fometimes are, in appoint- 
ing overfeers on their ellates, Thefe are 
the tyrants who bring odium upon govgrn- 
inent, and upon the Ruffian nobles; and 
there Ihould be fome regulations adopted, 
to prevent men without character or feeling, 
from having it in their power to difgrace 
their country. But while we allow thefe 
evils to exift, it will eafily occur, that fo 
fenfible a people as the Ruffians, yet un- 
taught. 
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taught, and having paffions of confequence 

wild and furious, are not yet to be kept 
under, but by a fteady, and even a fevere 
hand. 

I haA^e witneffed the difmiffion of tyran- 
nical overfeers of land, on feveral occafionsw 
When the proprietors know of the evil, it 
is their intereft to cure it. Both lord and 
peafant ought to be the happieft people 
upon the earth. Ruffia is extenfive and 
fruitful, and the taxes, in times of peace, 
very moderate. The natives are capable of 
every improvement in arts and fcience. 
Time will remove temporary advantages 
which all other nations have had in their 
turn. 

In the province of Ingria, and in the 
neighbourhood of Peterfburg, are colonies 
of German farmers, formerly eftablifhed by 
her Imperial Majefty. Their farms are 
proofs of what induftry can efFed even in 
the latitude of 60 deg. They raife very 
fine rye crops, and they fupply the metro- 
polis with all forts of vegetables, as cabbages, 
carrots, turnips, potatoes, &c. The adja- 
cent 
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cent city gives them plenty of manure, o^ 
\vhich they ufe too much. They feem to 
confider the quantity, rather than the qua- 
lity of their crops ; and the potatoes in par- 
ticular, which fliouM be excellent in a fandy 
foil, are fpoiled by the heaps of manure 
thrown upon the land. This is very much 
to be regretted, as this root would be a more 
wholefome food for the natives than their 
failed cucumbers; and it might gradually 
draw cfF their tafte for that excefs of raw 
vegetables which they devour continually. 
Thofe German cblonies &it eftablifhed in 
many other parts of the empire, and their 
example will, in time, excite the Ruffian 
peafants to follow agriculture with more at- 
tention and induftry. 

But the Ruffian, with every local evil 
and difadvantage, is inadive only, in affairs 
of agriculture : in trade he is a very differ- 
ent perfon ; and from this I am very apt to 
think that their property is not fo infccure 
as fome, who are more attentive to the 
nanxes of liberty and valTalage than to mat- 
ters of ha, would perfuade us. Nor are his ■ 

greater 
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greater exertions in trade than in agricul- 
ture occafioned by a tafte for the pleafures 
of luxury. The Ruffian trader, as yet, deals 
in luxuries without tafiing them, brandy 
always excepted ;■ his only objeai being ttf 
gain nioney. The new code of laws has put 
the people npon a very different footing from: 
what they were on formerly ; and the na- 
tives, when employed in trade, or other con? 
cerns which demand quick application, and 
are attended with quick returns of profit,- 
do not appear to be affi-aid of getting rich. 
It is diverting to hear the two accounts given 
of the Ruffians, by thofe at one thoufand 
miles diftance : the fage philofopher in hia 
elofet — and the mercantile foreigner who' 
refides in Ruffia. The firft, oppreffing the 
natives with chains and knouts, and every 
load of mifery and woe, renders them ftu- 
pified, fullen, and carelefs j the fecond com^- 
plains, that the natives are as Iharp as him- 
felf, and that very Httle advantage can be 
got over them in any deahngs ; but on the 
contrary, that the Ruffians have no aver- 
fion to over-reaching when in their power; 
o and 
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and as they do tliis in a lefs polite and fly ' 
manner than polifhed nations, the proofs 
againft them are clearer, and the complaints 
louder than they might be otherwife. 

fn forming the new code of laws, her 
Imperial majefty fummoned, from every 
part of the empire, deputies to affift her 
councils. When the Samoeide deputies 
came in their turn to be queftioned in re- 
gard to what new regulations were neceflary 
in their country, they replied, " that they 
** had few laws, and did not require more ; 
" that if any one put another to death, he, 
" likewife, was punifhed with death :" they 
were alked " if they had no other criminals 
" amongftthem — no thieves, no adulterers?" 
Theyanfwered," that there were fuch among 
" them/' " What then," rejoined their in- 
terrogators, " are the punifliraents annexed 
" to the crimes of theft and adultery ?'* 
*' What !" fald one of the reverend depu- 
ties, darting with furprife, " is not detec- 
tion a fufficient punifhment !'* 



LET- 



w 



SCANDINAVIA. 



289 



4i 

5f 



LETTER XXV. 



'J 



Cujlomsand Manners of the F'mlanders.—Con- 
trajl of ChamSier between the RtiJJians and 
Fmliinders. — CharaSler of the RtiJJiaJis. — 
Native Politenefs and Goodnature. — Anec* 
dote of a Ruffian Soldier — of a Ruffian 
Sheriff, 



Ingria, NQvember 1790. 
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O two nations differ more from each 
other than the Ruffians and Finlanders. 
The former are as ad;ive, acute, and fenfi- 
ble, as the latter are flow, heavy, and ftu- ■ 
pid. Both are nearly in the fame fituatioa 
in regard to freedom, or rather in regard to 
flavery : both are under the fame climate. 
This proves that there is a difference in the 
very nature of men, which neither local 
fituation nor climate is able wholly to 
eradicate. 
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The poor Finlanders, toffed about from 
one raafter to another, hardly know to 
■whom they belong: the Ruffians, as their 
conquerors, claim the fuperiority ; and a 
Ruffian peafant, in comparifon with the 
Finlander, deems himfelf a gentleman. The 
apparent flownefs and ftupidity of the Fin- 
landers may be partly occafioned by a de- 
grading treatment. My propofal of remov- 
ing them to the province of the Ukraine, 
would put this numerous and induilrious 
nation, more upon a level with the Ruffians; 
and, if they actually poflefs abilities, a fitua- 
tioPi more independent will bring them 
forth. This plan would be of great fervice 
to the Ruffians. The contemplation of a 
people fo much inferior to them, as the 
Finlanders are at prefent, leads them to fup- 
pofe themfelves more accomplifhed in man- 
ners and arts, than the world is yet willing 
to allow them to be. 

Civilization is bed promoted by example. 
The beft books of laws, manners, and fci- 
ences, fent among uncivilized nations, tranf- 
Jated into their native language, would hardly 
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excite their notice ; or, if they did, proba- 
bly their contempt or derifion. But when 
foreign nations mix with them, when they 
fee theory reduced to practice, andthefuperior 
wealth of the ftrangers, they begin to exert 
themfelves to equal the others in arts, which 
they are now convinced is the fure road to 
affluence. The Britifh nation is copied by 
all others, becaufe it is the richeft; which 
naturally makes foreign nations conclude 
that thofe arts which procure fuperior 
riches, are themfelves fuperior to the arts of 
other dates. 

When the Ruffians fee the wealth of a 
people, whom they at prefent defpife, in- 
creafed by means of induftry, and the 
adoption of arts common to both ; when 
they find the Finlanders approaching to 
equality with themfelves, they will be con- 
vinced of the neceffity of adopting the arts 
and fciences of foreign nations in order to 
maintain their boafted pre-eminence over 
the Finlanders. The Ruffians have already 
the example of foreign nations ; but they 
have not long had it, and that only from a 
U 2 few 
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few as yet refident v/ith them ; and when thelf 
pride as well as their intereft is brought into 
play, their motions and improvements will be 
more rapid. The Finlander, fituated as he 
is, remains quiet, and cautious of giving 
any offence ; this caution and quietnefs 
have produced in him a confiderable (hare of 
low cunning. I do not recoiled; to have 
feen a Finlander in a pafiion : low n)urmurs 
are the utmoft ftretch of their feeling.*. A 
Ruffian, though he does not repel, fhrinks 
from infult, and gives vent, the flrft oppor- 
tunity, to his curfes, when his tyratU is 
out of hearing, but without paying any re- 
gard who may hear him befide. In this in- 
ftance he refembles a woman : he makes 
up in words, what he dares not in blows ; 
and frequently, too, his tears are fummoned 
to the aid of his fpeech. The tears of a 
Ruffian ftart from him indignantly, and give 
even a greater manlinefs to his looks. A 
Finlander hangs his head, weeps, whines, 
and complains like a child. 

The Finlander being deemed, and even 
deeming himfclf, inferior to the Ruffian, 
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copies after him in manners, but particu- 
krly iu wearing the beard : and no doubt 
he means this too as a difguife, to lofe, in 
drefs and manners, the odious diftlnftion 
which otherwile would fall more feverely 
vipon him. 

Their religion does not enjoin M^earing 
the beard, and it muft certainly be for the 
purpcfes I have already hinted at, that the 
Finlander wears it. Thofe of this nation 
who ftill remain under the Swedifh govern- 
ment, univerfally fhave the beard. The 
Ruffians, emigrants frotn finer climates, 
add the flieep-flvin to their other clothes 
in winter. The ^inlanders, the natives 
of the polar regions, are more hardy in 
this refped. A Finlander feldom wears 
the fheep-lkin, though his drefs be, in 
other refpefls, nearly fimilar to the Ruffian; 
it confifts of a coarfe pair of linen drawers, 
which ferve both for breeches and ftockings. 
Their legs are wrapped, befides, with pieces 
of linen or woollen fluff, rolled about with 
ftraw ropes; and they have flraw fhoes 
«pon their feet. Their coat is of coarfe 
U 3 wooljea 
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woollen fluff, of a dark brown or white 
colour, made without regard to fhape, and 
is tied round the body with a band. 

The Fin's beard defends the lower part 
. of his face, and a fur cap his head, from the 
cold ; and he ties a handkerchief round his 
neck. The Ruffian's drefs difters from this 
chiefly in his expofmg his neck to cold and 
heat, and wearing leather boots inftead of 
ftraw ftockings. I have obferved that the 
Finlanders, in one inftance, feeming to for- 
get their defire of blending themfelves with 
Ruffians, wear univerfally a red cape to 
their coats. But let a Finlander be ever fo 
near in drefs to the Ruffians, I can pick him 
out from among the crowd of the latter: not 
only his locks betray him, but his inanimate 
figure, which feems to move by outward 
rather than inward impulfe. White locks 
common to the Danes, the Norwegians, 
the Swedes, and Finlanders, prove them the 
moft antientinhabitants of the countries they 
now live in, and probably of the fame ori- 
gin. I do not underftand much either of 
the Finland or the Swediih diale<a j but, if 

my 
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my ears tlo not tleceive me, they are nearly 
fimilar, not only in many of ihe words, but 
in the manner of fpeaking : both people have 
a plaintive tone" in their pronunciation. ' 

The Finlander imitates with-fuccefs the 
drefs of the Ruffians; a ftranger is not fenfi- 
ble of the difference between the two people: 
he finds great difficulties, however, in his at- 
tempt to be as cheerful as his conquerors. A 
Ruffian fings from morning till night, un- 
lefs when he is paying away money. A 
Finlander never tunes his throat, unlefs 
when he is drunk, and then he roars, with- 
out regard to muhc : he catches, perhaps, a 
tune from fome paffing Ruffian, but he for- 
gets it again in a few minutes. I wondered, at 
my firft arrival here, to hear fuch a mixture 
of good and bad mufic upon the highways. 
I now find who were the bafe perfijrmers. 
K Finlander pulls off his hat to every per- 
fon who appears like a gentleman: a Ruf- 
fian feldom, unlefs to his brothers in 
flieep-fkins. 

The Finland women are extremely coarfe 

in their perfons and features. They wear 

U 4 a ftrange 
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a ftrange kind of drefs, ornamented v>rlth 
embroidery of different coloured threads, 
and hung in every corner with glafs laeads, 
which are even wrought into the cloth. 
They are even fond too of gold and filver 
ornaments, and have each a filver gorget 
upon their breafts ; but this is their holi- 
day drefs ; in ordinary, it differs little from- 
that of the men. The married women tie 
up their hair, and wear upon their heads a 
fmail hood of linen ; the unmarried women 
allow their hair to fall upon their flioulders^ 
and have fometimes a gaudy .head-drefs, 
compofed of a bit of pafteboard or other ftiff 
fubftance, ftudded with beads, or fparkling 
with lace. This laft piece of finery encir- 
cles but does not cover their heads. In this 
laft article of drefs they appear to have co* 
pied after the Ruffian females, whofe habits, 
I have already obferved, bear a flrong re- 
fcmblance to that of the women in the high- 
lands of Scotland } yet the drefs of the Ruf- 
fian men does not, in the fmalleft degree, 
refemble that of the Highlander : indeed, 
neither of them wear breeches j but the 

Ruffian 
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Ruffian long trowfers have no fimilarit' to 
the philibeg. The drefs of the Ruffian is 
long, fiowi.ig, and warm.— The highland- 
er's,^ the plaid excepted, fhort and fcantv. 

The inhabitants in many countries under 
the hne, are not more tawny than the Fin- 
land men and women, at an advanced^ 
and even at a middle period of life. I'he 
extreme cold of the polar winter, not lefs 
than the hot ftoves and baths, and the fultry 
fummer, produces this effect, with the nffili- 
ance of their dirty habits. The Ruffians, 
particularly the women, have a fpirit of 
cleanllnefs, in defiance of their general cuf- 
toms, which are inconfiftent w^ith it. But 
the Finlanders, when old, retire as it were 
amidft filth itfelf; their forms are encrulted 
with naftinefs; and indeed the hmnan form, 
amongft them, is nearly loft. When young, 
their colour is rather delicate ; their fnowy 
hair fpreads upon their flioulders, and they 
would feem to promife more agreeable per- 
ibns in old age. The Ruffians have dark 
hair and complexions from infancy, though 
many of the Ruffian women have not only 
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fair complexions, but delicate fliapes, which, 
added to their enchanting demeanour, ren- 
der them irrefiftibly charming. 

Beauty among the Finlanders is rarely 
found. I have neverthelefs fecn fome 
perfect models of beauty among the females, 
which their awkward manner and drefs 
could not hide ; for the Finland ladies have 
not the native politenefs of the Ruffian, and 
when they are polite, their politenefs is co- 
pied from the latter. I have in vain at- 
tempted to difcover what the Finlander in- 
herits from nature, unlefs, a foft difpofition, 
which is entirely moulded by the adions of 
thofe caufes already mentioned. 

1 fmd no difficulty in drawing the por- 
trait of the Ruffian : he inherits a foul that 
ilarts its light through the mift, which hides 
rather than mixes with it. I have before 
taken notice of the inclination of the Ruffians 
for fun and merriment. They catch at 
every ludicrous circumftance ; but I never 
faw a people fo goodnatured, and fo polite 
withal. A Ruffian laughs,' if it appears to 
him that you wifh to make him laugh ; and 

everv 
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every peafant contrives to excite laughter 
in his neighbour : but they feldom, laugh at 
any incident, however ludicrous, if it is oc- 
cafioned by miftake, and particularly if the 
miftake is attended with any uneafy cir- 
cumftances to the perfon who makes it. I 
have often admired their behaviour to fo- 
reigners who attempted to [peak the Ruf- 
fian language. In many other nations, and 
moft I believe among our own countrymen, 
nothing affords fuch diverfion as the blun- 
ders committed by flrangers in fpeaking 
their language, and even in companies who 
wifli to be efteeraed poUte. A Ruffian 
boor, if addreffed by a ftranger, looks anx- 
ioully at him, and is uneafy for his errors; 
he encourages you to make figns, to affifl: 
him in gueffing your meaning ; he even 
inftruds you to malce them ; and having 
guefled your meaning, which he does very 
quickly, he is very happy, and flies to pro- 
cure what you Want. A Ruffian is not fo 
quick in underftanding his native language, 
when he is defired to do what he knows he 
will be forced to do. He is, at that time, 
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as flow and ftupid as a Flnlander. But 
•where he knows he is to procure thanks, 
and, in many inftances, when he can ex- 
pe£t nothing but thanks, he is fond of oblig- 
ing. A Ruffian accuftomed to obey, is 
equally fond of being obeyed, when he is 
in the leaft degree in authority, or where 
he is certain of being in the right. 

It will appear ftrange to you, who have 
heard nothing from Ruffia but founds of 
dungeons, chains, and knouts, to read thefe 
new {ketches of their cuftoms and charac- 
ter, v<?hich I do aflure you are drawn from 
life ; and their vices and virtues, their faults 
and excellencies, recorded as thev occurred 
to my obfervation. 

A Ruffian coachman, fome time laft fum- 
mer, drove me into the capital : a retinue of 
fome great man was coming from it, and, 
keeping upon the left hand fide of the road, 
my coachman called out to the poftillion to 
keep to the right : the road was the beft to 
the left ; fo that the great man's poftillions, 
trufting that their magnificent (how would 
awe us into complaifance, kept their ground: 

my 
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my coachman poured upon them a volley 
of oaths; the poftillions drove to the other 
fide; the great man flared, and perhaps 
miftook me for another great man from 
the impudence of my fervant. We paffed 
to windward of this nobleman and his fuite, 
and involved the orders of St. Georp-e and 
St. Waldemar in a cloud of duft. 1 repri- 
manded the coachman for behaving (o info- 
lently. He repeated his oaths, and faid,' 
" that every perfon fhould keep to the right 
"hand," and then continued his fonp-. 

I was much pleafed lately with the beha- 
viour of a foldier of a Ruffian regiment which, 
in their march, halted in our neighbourhood, 
in order to procure frelh horfes for their 
baggage waggons. The flieriffof the diftrid-, 
who is a god among the peafantry, arrived at 
the poft-houfe, and-fent his ftarofts or raef^ 
fengers into the villages to find a fupply of 
cattle and boors. The corporal of the ad- 
vanced guard complained that the number 
brought in was not fufficient. The fherifF 
told him, *• that he would order him to be 
*' tied and whipped, if he dared to give direc- 
S " tions 
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" tigns or opinions." The fon of Mars, 
in one of corporal Trim's attitudes, replied 
fliarply, " that he had a title to fpeak." 
The fheriffafked him, " if he knew whom 
*' he; talked to ?" " Yes," faid the corporal, 
" it is your duty to colled: horfes, and 
*' mine to fee that the number is fufficient 
" for our company." The fherifF ftormed, 
and, beftowing the accuftomary oaths, re- 
peated the various dignities of his office. 
The corporal aflerted, " that he was as good 
" as him J that he was a foldier, had fought 
" for his country, and was bound to obey 
" his officers only." The magiftratc and 
captain lowered his tone, though he was 
more than half feas over. But that he 
might keep up his authority and refpe£t 
among the peafanti'y, who had liflened to 
the difpute, he ordered two or three of 
them to be whipped, under pretence of their 
having been dilatoiy in coming up with 
their cavalry. I witneffed this whipping. 
I had never feen the operation before in 
Ruflia by public fentence. If the execu- 
tion is always fo gentle as it was in the 
6 prefeut 
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prefent cafe, too much has been faid about 
it by travellers. The peafants, one after 
the other, placed upon their hands and 
knees, . received a few ftrokes from the 
ftaroft, with a fmall wand, upon their backs. 
The deputy flierifF, .or lieutenant, is a Ger- 
man nobleman, a man of the moll polite 
and gentle manners, very unfit for his pre- 
fent poft, but very capable of a better and 
more exalted rank. He avoids afTuming 
his titlfes. The Finland peafants have 
no refpea for him, as he feldom orders 
them to be beat. They are not like the 
Ruffian peafants, fenfible of favours of this 
nature: yer, to fay truth, both of them 
require to be kept in order by a ftrid hand : - 
the RufTian is very fenfible of obHgations 
•and kind ufage ; but he is apt to abufe fa- 
vour, and form expedations incompatible 
with his prefent fituation. He has, as yet, 
no idea of the nature of freedom, otherwife 
than that it is permiffion to do every thing 
without the fear of blows. 

The deputy fherifF fhrinks when he is 
under the neceflity of ordering punifhmcnt; 
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he does not feem to think the punilhnient 
imneceffary, but his gentle foul regrets that 
he muft fee the execution of juftice. 

He lives in a fmall wooden houfe at Ora- 
nienbaum with an old mother and a fifter. 
His pay does not exceed 50I. a yearj yet 
he appears cheerful, and ftruggles to con- 
ceal his forrows from the world. His hto- 
tber officers complain, that they cannot 
trufl him in any matter that requires a fe-- 
vere executioner. 
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kujfian Climate. ^Of the hot and cold Baths ^ 
their ill EffeSls upon the Conjiitution of the 
Natives. — "The Ruffians enabled to bear Cold 
by warm Furs alone. — Phyfical and moral 
Effedis of the Baths, 

tng"a, Jan. ngt. 

JNaANKIND were firft placed in a fine 
climate : they have to this day an averfioa 
to burning funs' and chilling frofts ; nor do 
1 believe that they made choice of thefe lati- 
tudes where the extremes are felt, particu- 
larly of cold, or that any neceffity would 
have driven them to the poles. I rather 
imagine that the climates have altered, and 
that a gradual alteration in thefe, has recon- 
ciled the inhabitants to rigours otherwife 
unfupportable. 

It may be urged. Why are not other ani* 

mals as well as man found here, the fame as 

in other countries, and for the fame reafons ? 

It has been nearly proved by naturalifts, 
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that the elephant, now only found in warm 
latitudes, was once a native of Siberia. 
That the animals of warm and hot climates 
do not now exift in the north, may be 
owing to the want of thofe refouroes againft 
cold, which the ingenuity of men found out. 

I think I view the fagacious monarch of 
the woods retiring with flow and fallen 
fleps from the northern deferts — hear him 
growling with agony as he afcends the 
mountains of Tibet, and calling back a 
wifhful eye to his native plains I 

A celebrated writer (Mr. Pallas) has given 
up his former opinion regarding the exift- 
ence of the elephant in Siberia ; and now 
thinks, from the fituation in which their 
bones are found, that the flood has waflicd 
them thither from India, after the animals 
had been dertroyed. The marine fl:rata 
covering thcfe bones, no doubt prove, too, 
that thefe animals were not natives of Si- 
beria. Is it not poflTible that they may have 
been drowned here as well as in India ? 

Whether the generations of the north 
have made choice of their fituation or no, 
they feeni to be well pleafed with it ; for 

they 
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they are always finging or dancing, when 
they are not eating and drinking, or fleeping. 

It is a generally received opinion, that 
the hot and cold baths ufed by the northern 
nations harden and fteel their conftitutions 
againft the feverity of the climate ; and the 
writers upon the northern climates tell us, 
that the human body, by plunging from the 
hot to the cold bath, is tempered like iron : 
but, perhaps, what may temper iron may 
not temper flefh and blood. 

The rapid change from fummer* to win- 
ter, the only feafons they know, they re- 
hearfe upon their bodies, by plunging from 
the hot to the cold baths; like criminals, who, 
doomed to receive yearly a cruel flogging, 
daily flog themfelves to harden their backs. 

I apprehend, however, from fome little 
knowledge of the people, that thefe human 
furnaces, and ice cellars, have a contrary 
tendency. Nature hates extremes ; nor is 
it to be brought by violent, but by flow 
degrees to endure them. The liardinefs 
acquired is onlyartificial, and confifts mere- 
ly in fuSering an operation with eafe^ which 
feihers could not bear at all. 
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The quick tranfitions of the northera 
dimate form themfelves a natural bath. It 
might be more prudent to endeavour to 
evade the foe, than to brave him. 

A bath moderately heated in winter, is 
abfolutely neeeflary in Ruffia, to prei'erve 
health ; and, what is very much connedted 
with health, to preferve cleanlinefs. The 
natives content themfelves with boiling and 
freezing their bodies once a week ; and,, 
trufting to this ablution, they care not how 
dirty they are for the remainder of it. In 
fad, the baths, as they now ufe them, oc- 
cafion dirtier habi'.s than if they never ufed 
them ; for, in this cafe, they might find the 
neceffity of wearing clean linen, and other 
parts of drefs, as well as of wafhing their 
hands and faces ; and the heat of fummer 
would drive them into the rivers. 

The cooling ftream, fo much celebrated 
by all nations for the purpofes of health, 
has no charms in the eyes of a Ruffian: 
he ufes it indeed, but in an unnatural way. 
The ftoves in the houfes of the common 
people, are always heated to a degree little 
fhort of that of the hot bath, without regard 

to 



SCANDINAVIA. 



309 



to the feafon ; and, unlefs when the trial of har- 
dihood comes on, they ^le in a conftant ftew. 

They fet cold and heat at defiance in the 
baths, and yet never go without doors in cold 
weather, unlefs when wrapped up in furs, 
which enables foreigners to go out too, as 
well as the natives. Now, if the Ruffian 
cannot bear cold with lefs clothing than 
foreigners, does not this prove the inefficacy 
of the baths ? Nay, foreigners bear with 
more cold than the Ruffians, and with a 
drefs lefs warm, at their firft arrival here, and 
until their conftitutions are weakened by the 
ufe of ftoves, ill regulated in their heat. 

The Iheep-fkin is of vaft fervice to the 
back of a Ruffian. It is this, not he, that 
withftands the rigour of the climate ; his 
very face is defended by a ihaggy beard, 

I am far from meaning to infmuate that 
the Ruffians are not of a hardy race ; I only 
lament that they hurt a natural ftrength and 
vigour of body, by ufing unnatural methods 
to increafe them. The children of the 
Ruffians chiefly are to be admired for un- 
dergoing the trial of the hot and cold bath ; 
many however fall viftiras to this infernal 
X 3 praftice. 
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pradice. A few months ufe to thofe who 
pafs the ordeal, reconciles them to it : a few 
years ufe renders the bath neceffary to their 
exiftence ; and at laft it becomes their great- 
eft luxury — as among the higher clafles of 
men to eat and drink fiibftances of the hot- 
teft nature, and then to fwallow ice creams 
to cool their burning ftomachs. Nature at 
firft rejeds thefe poifons ; but at laft yields, 
and even grows fond of her deftroycr. : 

The eyes of a Ruffian gladden with rap- 
ture when he fpeaks of the bagnio ; it is his 
fie plus ultra of mortal blifs. In the hot 
bath they are treated nearly In the fame vo- 
luptuous manner as in the baths of Afia, from 
which quarter, indeed, all their cuftoms feem 
to originate; but with this difference in favour 
of fenfuality in Ruffia, that the lower ranks 
fometimes bathe together promifcuoufly. 

Before I ventured to truft to my own ob- 
fervations- concerning the efFea of the hot 
and cold baths, I made particular enquiry 
among the moft imelligent of the natives. 
They confeffed that the immoderate ufe of 
the bath occafioned feveral difeafes : they 
particularly mentioned the rheumatifm. Mr, 
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from thiscuftom the Ruffians might be called 
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effeminate ; as they are called hardy, from 
going with their necks bare. In both cafes 
we recognize the influence of cuftom. 

The Ruflian recruit, taken from his warm 
hut and Iheep-fkin, is in winter the moil 
pitiable creature upon earth. I have feen 
them frequently trembling in their march 
through the ftreets, and hardly able to hold 
their mufkets; while their countrymen, drefl^ 
ed in furs, were walking about at their 
eafe. The foldler ufes the baths, but the 
virtue of thefe does not appear un/e/s under 
a fieep-Jkin : and he would prefer his old 
drefs to all the baths in Ruffia. This cruel 
treatment of the army muft occafion the 
death of thoufands annually. Could there 
be the lead impropriety in giving them a 
winter drefs, lined with fur ? though this 
might not be well adapted for regiments 
marching againft an enemy. "Winter is a 
time when Ruffia will feldom be troubled 
■with any attack. Nothing can withftand 
this rigorous climate but warm furs ; and 
any attempt to do it in another manner would 
facrifice millions of lives. Humanity, a« 

well 
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well as the beft policy, calls upon the Ruffian 
government to give a warmer drefs to the 
foldiers in winter. . i 

Early in fummer, when the weathtr il 
no way intemperate, either in refpe(St of heat 
or cold, the Ruffians feel the approach of 
the evening, and quickly bury themfclves 
in fur, while foreigners are walking about 
in a flight drefs. In truth, the latter are too 
carelefs in this refped, and the former if 
poffible too careful. 

At the beginning and at the clofe of 
fummet', this climate is liable to very fud- 
den tranfitions in the courfe of a few hours, 
and requires attention to proper clothing. 
The violent ufe of the hot and cold baths 
makes the bulk of Ruffians fickly ; they have 
not the appearance of health : the women, 
in a greater degree than the men, have in 
their appearance every mark of debility, 
and old age. Neither the one nor the other, 
have that firmnefs of flefh, that florid co*^^ 
lour, that belong to the lower ranks of the 
Englifh. The Ruffian women endeavour 
to make up for thefe by painting their faces 
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' — a practice univerfal amongft them, from 
the Princefs to the cinder-wench. 

It is perhaps fuperfluous to ohfefve, that 
thofe who, by the nature of their. . occu- 
pations, are moft expofed to the cold, and 
have . conftant excrciles, enjoy the heft 
health : as the ftreet Ifhwoihics or coach- 
rnen, who are not much in their houfes, and 
whofe erDplpyment;dges not admit of their 
dozing like others,, and fweating aWay their 
exiftence. 

The moral effe6:s arifing from the violent 
ufe of the hot and cold baths,, are as in- 
jurious to virtue; and happinefs as their 
phyfical operation is to bodily health. 

The prefervation of heauty and of health 
in women, prefervcs virtue in men. So 
foon as they lofe thefe, they are no longer 
the enchanting objedls of defire. The 
principle of pleafure is deftroyed by the 
warm baths — at the fame time that they 
nurture lafcivious inclinations, and early 
proflitution. Hence indifference, inatten- 
tion, difgml:, and many crimes difgraceful 
to human nature. 
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Anecdote of M. Pk/lcheyef.— General De- 
fcriptlon of the Ruffian Empire, its Produce 
and Commerce. — I'he Britifj Commerce 
'with Rufjia ill conduced— Propofal for 
tranf planting the 'whole Nation ofFinlanders 
to the Ukraine. — Population of Ruffia.— - 
pyiinElion of Ranks, 
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St. Peterfburg, February 1791. 



HAVE juft returned from a vlfit to M. 
PleftcheyeiF, one of the braveft officers, po- 
liteft gentlemen, and accompliflied fcholars, 
in this part of the world. pieftcheyefF told 
me that he was for feven years on board 
the Britifh fleet, and latterly held the rank 
of Lieutenant. 

A picture in tl\is gentleinan's drawing- 
room 
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room attracted my attention : it was the Icfs 
of the Centaur on her paflage from the 
Weft Indies to England. Monfieur Pleft- 
cheyefF noticed feveral officers in the boat : 
*• Thefe," faid he, " I am well acquainted 
" with." He mentioned their names, and 
particularly Captain Inglefield. 

Monf. PleftcheyefF is the author of a 
geographical account of the Ruffian Empire, 
dedicated by permiffion to Her Imperial 
Highnefs the Grand Duchefs. It contains 
a very exadl account of all the provinces, 
their extent, produce, &c. As we have no 
book in our language which treats of this 
fubjeft, and as none are more capable, or 
could have written with greater accuracy 
than Monf. PleftcheyefF, I ffiould wifh to 
fee a tranflation of this work into Engliffi. 
This world of empire extends from the 
Dwina and Nieper, its weftern boundaries, 
to Kamtfehatka and the eaftern ocean, a 
length of four thoufand miles, and, from the 
ardic pole to the Euxine and the Cafpian 
feas, embraces one fourth part of the cir- 
cumference of the globe. It has every 

variety 
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variety of climate, and is inhabited by ev^ry 
variety of nations to be found in the old world, 
except the African*. Upon the coafts of 
the northern feas, frozen during nine months 
of the year, the Laplanders, the Saraoeides, 
the Ofliacs, and various other tribes, dwell 
m tents and caves, little removed in civili- 



* According to Linnteus, Buffon, and other natural- 
ifts, there are of mankind fix difFerent divifions, or 
fpecies : 

The firft, in the order of their enumeration, is found 
under the polar regions, and comprehends the Lap- 
landers, the Efquimaux Indians, the Samoied Tartars, 
the Nova Zemblians, Borandians, Greenlanders, and 
the people of Kamtfchatka. 

The fecond, the Tartar race, comprehending the 
Chinefe and Japanefe. 

The third, the Southern Afiatics, or natives of India, 

The fourth, the natives of Africa. 

The fifth, the native inhabitants of America. 

The fixth, the Europeans. 

It is needlefs to obferve, that of thefe, and all the 
fubordinate varieties or divifions of nations, there has 
been a great intermixture : and diftindlions, phyfical aa 
w^ell as .moral, feem gradually, in fome ^meafure, to 
vanifli before the progrefs of commerce, arts, and^ 
fciences. 
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iation from the brute creation : beyond 
thefe, towards the north, life itfelf goes Out i 
the iflands in the northern ocean are un- 
inhabitable. The Siberians, a mixture of 
Fins and Tartars, inhabit the northern and 
middle regions of the Mufcovite dominions 
in Afia^ Their country is in many placed 
frtjitful ; but as no part of it borders upon 
a navigable fea,- jts produdiions are of left 
value, and the people little known. The 
iron and furs of Siberia are the only arti- 
cles which the Rullian mei'chant finds as 
yet capable of bearing the expence of fo 
long a conveyance to his warehoufes at 
Peterfburg. 

The rivers of Siberia communicate with 
the Wolga ; the Wolga, by Icffer rivers and 
canals, with the Neva 5 but notwithftanding 
this convenience of water carriac:e, the vaft 
diftance renders it impradicable to bring 
any other but the moft valuable articles of 
commerce to the ports upon the Baltic* 
The fouthern parts of Afiatic RuHia arc, 
in a proportionate degree, more fruitful 
than the middle provinces 5 but they lal>ou? 
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tinder the fame difadvantages in point of 
commercial intercourfe. 

Siberia, with all thefe local inconvenien- 
ces, while her iron mines remain unexhauft- 
ed, is an invaluable acquiiltion to Ruffia; 
and is a ftrong barrier to the encroachments 
of the Chinefe and Tartars. The Ruffian 
government is put to Hitle espence in de- 
fending this barrier : a' few ftnaii forts, gar- 
rifoned by irregular troops from among the 
Coffacs, who chiefly fupport themfelves in 
fruitful and thinly inhabited plains, are at 
all times equal to the defence of this fron- 
tier. 

Siberia is watered by many fine and na- 
vigable rivers, which afford a plentiful fup- 
ply of fifh to the natives ; but as their 
ftreams run towards the north, they are 
not attended with the advantage of a com- 
rauhication with a navigable fea. 

European Ruffia has the Wolga upon the 
eaft, the Cafpian and Black feas upon the 
fouth, the Nieper and Dwina, before men- 
tioned, and the Baltic to the fouth and weft. 
The Wolga, rifing in the centre of this em- 
pire. 
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pire, receiving in its courfe many rivers 
running from the Afiatie as well as the 
European provinces, and difcharging hfelf 
into the Cafpian fea, lays open to the Ruffian 
merchants India and Perfia. The Nieper 
and Dwina have their fources in White 
Ruffia, formerly a pan of the kingdom of 
Poland. The Nieper empties his flream 
into the Black fea, and from thence the na- 
vigation into every country bordering upon 
the Mediterranean is fhort and eafy. The 
Dwjna, taking a contrary dired:ion, runs 
into the Baltic, and with equal convenience 
ppens a communication with France, Bri- 
tain, Holland, and all the northern parts of 
Europe. It is to be remarked too, that 
thefe rivers have their fources in the moft 
fertile provinces, as they viiit the richeft 
In their long courfe towards the eaft, fouth, 
and weft, inviting the Ruffians to induilry, .. 
to agriculture and commerce. 

The moft confiderable portion of this 

immenfe territory, in which are included 

the kingdoms of Kioff, Mofcow, Twere, 

and Novogorod j the province of the Cri- 

7 naea, 
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fneai the Ukraine, Little and White Ruf- 
fias, and Livonia, is in the higheft degree 
fertile, producing every fpecies of corn, flax, 
hemp, and timber ; froni which laft article 
tar is extradied : and from the better kinds 
Is fupplied that vaft export of deal boards 
and mafts from Petersburg, Wyburg^ Nar- 
va, and Riga. Thefe, and other fpecies of 
Ruffian produce, employ yearly 1,000 
fail of Britifli fhipping continually in ex- 
porting them. As yet we have only had 
famples of the produce of Ruflia. — Two 
thoufand fail of Britifh veffels may yet be 
employed in it ; and feveral hundreds, per- 
haps thoufands more of Britifh faftors, 
merchants, and others, may be profitably 
and ufefuUy engaged, as well at the Ruffian 
fea-ports, as at the inland mercantile cities. 
I will iliuftrate this fubjed, when I come 
more particularly to treat of the Ruffian 
commerce. The few fadlors we have yet 
in this immenfe empire — their wealth, 
their ccnfequent pride and obftinacy, have 
the effect of making the Britifh importer 
pay upwards of 20 per cent, higher for his 
VOL. I. Y goodsj 
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goods, than if no fuch monopoly exifted 5 
befides fubjefting our commerce with Ruf- 
fia to numberlefs inconveniences, and even 
creating mifunderftandings between the 
Englifh and Ruffians here, and likewife 
between the two courts. 

The numerous herds, particularly of the 
Ukraine, fupply the great quantities of tal- 
low annually imported into Britain and 
other parts. So plentiful are provifions in 
the Ukraine, that it is a common practice 
to kill bullocks, merely to obtain their hides 
and fat, which is procured by fqueezing 
the whole carcafe in a machine conftrudt* 
ed for the purpofe. What remains in the 
machine, after this operation, is throwil 
away, or ufed as manure. But indeed this 
paradife is fo thinly peopled, that the far- 
mers are not always at the trouble of fpread- 
ing manure : they prefer removing to a 
new fpot, which the plough has not yet 
torn, and has been rendered fertile by the rot- 
ting of fucceffive crops of tall grafs for cen- 
turies. The herds, although numerous, are 
unable to confume one fiftieth part of the 
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I-ich clover produced in every fpot ; and it is 
trodden under foot, or fet on fire, by va- 
grant hordes, or by indolent hufbandmen. 

A celebrated writer recommends to the 
Ruffian government, to people the Ukraine 
by tranfplanting thither the natives of the 
frozen fliores of Siberia; " which," fays he, 
*' are of nn fervice either to themfelves or 
" to mankind in thelf prefent fituation." 

Experience has proved that the northern 
are, of all nations, the moft attaclied to their 
country; and of all northern nations^ the bar- 
barous Laplander, and the inhabitants of the 
northern parts of Siberia, feel this amor pa~ 
in'^ the ftrongeft. They cannot exift out of 
their native deferts. Every individual among 
them, who had been brought away by order 
of the Danlih, Swedilh, or Ruffian govern- 
ments, actually died of grief. The moft gen- 
tle treatment, the moil flattering diftindions 
feemed to have no other effe(St, than to raife 
in their minds a fad contraft between lux- 
ury and politenefs on the one hand, and 
rough but innocent homelinefs on the 
other. Why then envy them their icy 
Y 3 mountains 
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mountains and inclement fkies ? Nor is it 
good philofophy to force them from all 
that makes them happy, though it were 
not attended with fuch fatal confequences. 
The only method to effect that plan, would 
be the cruel policy of depriving the parents 
of their children before they had yet im- 
bibed a love of kindred, or their country. 
Might it not be better to tranfplant the 
whole nation of Finlanders from the fhores 
of the Baltic ? " a nation already accuftomed 
to agriculture, naturally induftrious, and of 
difpofitions the very reverfe of thofe of the 
more northern hordes, which make them 
abhor the idea of altering their funple, indo- 
lent manner of life. From what I know 
of the Finlanders, they might be eafily pre- 
vailed upon to part with their rocks and 
fand for the rich foil of the Ukraine. 

It is true that RuiTia, bound by former 
treaties to Sweden, cannot remove the Fin- 
landers, without breaking throup-h fuch' 
treaties : but they have made war upon each 
other, contrary to thofe treaties ; and tO 
remove the Finlanders to the Ukraine, 

• 7 would 
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would be the moft reafonable breach of faith 
that ever Ruflia, or Sweden, or any other 
potentate or power, committed. The in- 
clination of the Finlanders to agriculture, 
would make them prefer a country where 
they could live, to one where they may 
ftarve. Had they no inclination to agri- 
culture, it would be as difficult to tranfplant 
them as to tranfplant the Oftiacs. The ex- 
ecution of this plan would, befides, anfwer 
a grand political purpofe — the Finlanders 
are attached to the Swedes, from fimilarity 
in religion, and from being formerly the 
fubjeds of Sweden : Ruffia therefore, by 
fending the Fins to a better country, and re- 
placingthem with Ruffians, would ftrengthen 
her frontier, and likewife relieve the poor 
Finlanders from that jealoufy and ill ufage 
which they now fuffer from petty tyrants 
in office, particularly in the time of war be- 
tween Ruflia and Sweden. 

It might, befides, banifh every idea which 
Sweden does, or may entertain with regard 
to the recovery of Finland in Ruffia, and 
thereby prevent thofe contefts which may 
henceforth originate from fuch ideas. 
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The Ruffian empire in Europe, confiftlng 
of the kingdoms and provinces enumerated, 
and fituated for the moft part in the heft 
climates, is cdnfiderably larger than any- 
other in this quarter of the globe, and daily 
increafing in agriculture, population and 
commerce. 

The population of Ruffia, according to the 
laft review and furvey, wrhich was taken in 
1788, amounted to upwards of twenty-one 
millions of fouls : of which population the 
following is a 

TABLE. 
Inhabitants liable to the poll tax 1 8,oo©,ooo 

■ — In the conquered provinces 1,200,000 

Nobles -^ — 

Clergy, fecular and regular — 

Soldiers and failors 

Employed in adminiftration 

and tribunals — ■ 
Ukraine,Siberia,andthe Coflacs 
Crimea and Cuban 



70,000 

60,000 

570,000 



28,000 
900,000 
860. f 00 
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The whole fubjeds of Ruffia are divided 
into four claffes : firft, that of the great and 
fmall nobility ; fecondly, the clergy ; third- 
ly, the merchants, burgefles, and other free 
perfons ; and fourthly, the peafants. The 
three firft claffes comprehend the free fub- 
jeds of the Empire : the fourth, the bond- 
men or flaves. 

In almoft all oriental governments, there 
is little or no diftindion of rank among the 
nobles, except what they derive from offices 
and honours conferred immediately by their 
fovereign. Accordingly, in Ruffia, the old- 
eft fons of perfons ralfed to the firft dig- 
nities have no prerogatives ariling from their 
birth. The grandeur of a family is, as it 
were, annihilated at the death of its chief; 
becaufe fortunes are divided equally among 
the fons : and with regard to the titles that 
are hereditary, thefe give no dignity or 
confequence, without the concomitant fa- 
vour of the fovereign. Thus the i-ight of 
fucceffion by gavel-kind, that in America and 
other countries is confidered as one of the 
greateft bulwarks of equality and freedom, 
Y 4 is 
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is in Ruffia, as well as Turkey and other 
defpotic governments, one of the principal 
pillars of tyranny. For an hereditary no- 
bility, accumulating wealth and confequencc 
from generation to generation, could not 
but be formidable to any throne; and 
pight eafily, by their combinations in the 
cafeof minofities.oron other occafions, Ihak^ 
it from the foundations. 
• As a conftitutional qualification for hold- 
ing an office in the Ruffian government, a 
perfon muft be enrolled and have a kind of 
political exiftence in one of the fourteen 
dalles, called civil clajcs, all of which fup- 
pofe a military gradation : for in Ruffia, and 
• in all defpotic governments, the fovereign 
power is altogether military. The Ruffian 
courtiers are always fuppofed to make a 
part of the "three firft claffes. It would be 
tedious to enumerate all the different claffes, 
which defcend in degrees and refpedability 
until we come to the fourteenth and lalt, 
which comprehends the court pages, a de- 
fcnption of men analogous to our low and 
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pettifogging attornies, and the loweft fubal- 
terns among the failors and foldiers.— After 
this claflification, there does not feem 



all 



to be, in Ruffia, any deftription of people 
of any political and permanent exiftence 
befides the nobles. To this order the 
prefent Emprefs has granted, befides the 
rights conferred on them by Peter iV, 
new privileges, viz. i. A preference in 
military promotion. 2. A preference of 
reception into military fchools. 3. The 
right of buying and felling lands. 4. The 
exclufive privilege of eredions for the diftil- 
lation and fale of brandies. The nobles, on 
their eftates, have an authority ahnoft abfo- 
lute, and difpofe of their flaves according 
to their pleafure. They cannot indeed fen- 
tence them to death : but they may carry 
punifliments to the length of mortal confe- 
quences, if death do not follow the punifh- 
ments they inflitt in the courfe of three 
days. — The fecond order is the clergy, for- 
merly with a patriarch at their head. Peter 
the Great, finding the patriarch to be a dig- 
nitary of too much authority, fupprefled the 

patri- 
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patriarchate in the year 1721. But being 
too wife a politician to declare himfelf the 
head of the church, he committed ihe prin- 
cipal diredion of ecclefiaftic affairs in fpiri- 
tual matters to commiffioners, under the 
name of the Holy Synod, of his own appoint- 
ment, and bound to him by an oath, that 
they would acknowledge him as their fu- 
preme judge. Of this fynod the Emperor 
OV Emprefs of Ruffia is prefident. The other 
members are, a vice-prefident, who is com- 
monly the metropolitan archbiflnop, and 
five counfellors, who are the firft prelates 
of the empire. 

The Ruffian clergy are compofed of re- 
gulars and feculars : the firft, monks ; the 
kcond, pappas or popes: i. &. fathers. — The 
monks,like other feudal chiefs, exercifed abfo- 
Uite power over their peafants. But Catharine 
II. granted freedom to the peafants depen- 
dent on monafteriesj.and, whih; fhe annexed 
the eftates of the clergy to the crown, paid 
penfions to the monks and prelates, At 
the fame time, feveral monafteries were fup- 
preffed, and a eonfiderable rcdudion made 
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in the number of monks. Monks, in Ruf- 
iia, are not allowed to marry : but, on the 
contrary, the marriage of parochial priefts 
is a neceffary preliminary to their ordina- 
tion ; but they muft not marry any other 
than young women, being virgins. If 
their wives die, they may enter into a mo- 
naftery, and afterwards rife to the higheO; 
dignities of the church, which are gramed 
to monks alone. They cannot marry a fe- 
cond time, unlefs they become laymen j 
nor, as widowers, remain in the charafler 
of curates or priefts, without the fpecial li, 
cence of the Biftiops. 

The third order of the ftate is compofed 
of freemen, who hold a middle place be- 
tween the nobles and the peafants ; who are 
engaged in the arts, fciences, navigation and 
commerce, or follow mechanical profeffions; 
as alfo fuch of the children of commoners 
as fhall be brought out of fchools and re- 
ligious houfes of education eftabliihed by 
the fovereigns of Ruffia, and the children too 
of officers and clerks of chancery. The 
fourth order confifls of the peafants j who, 
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as already obferved, are in every fenfe, and 
to the full extent of the term, bond-men, 
or flaves. The peafants, however, of Fin- 
land, Carelia, and the Ukraine muft be ex- 
cepted ; and thofe alfo called OJnodwQrt%t^ 
who have no property but a fingle houfe. 
Thefe peafants are independent of the no- 
bility. They are themfelves the proprietors, 
and at the fame time the a£tual cultivators 
of the foil, having no Haves under them. 
But many of them, by borrowing the name 
of fome one of the nobility, have by degrees 
purchafed peafants, over whom, it is faid, 
as might be expefted, they exercife the fe- 
vereft tyranny. The other peafants may 
be divided into peafants belonging to the 
crown, and thofe belonging to individuals, 
The former, dwelling on the royal domains, 
,.form about a fixth part of the Ruffian pea- 
fants, inclufive of thofe on the church lands, 
who did not obtain their freedom when 
.thefe lands were transferred to the crown. 
They are under the dircdion of the im- 
perial officers or bailiffs : under whom 
ihey no doubt fuffer many hardfhips ; but 

againft 
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againft whofe abufe of power ttiey have 
fome remedy, or hope of remedy, in the 
proteftion of the Emprefs. The moft 
wretched of the poor peafants are thofe 
who, nice fheep or cattle, are the property 
of individuals. 

From the new and extraordinary privi- 
leges beftowed on the nobles, one might 
be apt to imagine, that this order was the 
principal, and almoft the excliifive objed of 
her care and attention. But this would be 
a very unwarrantable conclufion. What- 
ever political reafons this great princefs 
may have, and that fhe has we may eafily 
imagine, for attaching the nobility to her 
government, the firft objed in her mind, in 
times of peace, and next perhaps after that 
of foreign conqueft, is the difFufion of li- 
berty and equality among the fubjeds of 
her vaft empire. By the laws and cuftoms 
of the empire, a peafant may obtain his li- 
berty. I. By the freedom frequently granted 
at the death of a mafter, to thofe who have 
been his firft fervants. 2. By purchafing 
liberty. 3. By ferving in the army or 
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navy. The prefent Emprefs embraces everf 
occafion of opening a way for this nume- 
rous and precious part of mankind, to the 
enjoyment of liberty, by ceding in their 
favour many rights of the crown which 
might, in fome refpeds, render that acqui- 
fition difficult. Although the Czarina can- 
not confer on thofe poor people any pri- 
vileges of importance that might interfere 
with thofe of their mafters, fhe lightens their 
burthen, and animates their induftry, by 
the hope of liberty. 

The Emprefs, for the excitement of ge- 
neral enterprife, has allowed every freeman 
to enroll himfelf, on certain conditions, 
in the clafs of merchants and burgeffes : 
who are divided into three clafles ; the 
firft comprehending thofe who have a capi- 
tal of about two thoufand five hundred 
pounds fterling ; the fecond, thofe who have 
about two thoufand ; and the third, thofe 
who have the fmalleft capitals. She ha»s 
alfo permitted many peafants on crown 
lands, to enroll themfclves among the bur- 
geffes and merchants, and to fettle in any 
9 part 
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part of her eftates they may choofe. And, 
in certain diftri£ls,in her own domains, flie 
has aboliOied the inhuman laws prohibiting 
peafants to marry without the confent of 
the governor of the province, or magiftrate 
of the city, whofe favour the hufbands were 
obliged to conciliate by fuch prefents as their 
hard earnings enabled them to make. The 
abrogation of thofe oppreffive laws was 
equally humane and wife : as it not only 
contributed to the comfort and confolation 
of individuals, but alfo to the good of the 
ftate, by promoting a numerous population. 
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Government of RiiJJia Ghil and Politictth-^ 
Revenues^ 

St. Peterfbfarg, March 1791. 

X HE Ruflian Empire, which was at firft di- 
vided by Peter the Great into hine extenfive 
governments,wasfubdivided,tirft into thirty- 
two, and afterwards, on account of the new 
provinces added to the empire, into foxty- 
four ; containing each, from three to four 
thoufand fouls. ,A governor, called Nameft- 
nick, is appointed to the adminiftration ot 
one,and fometimes feveral j2;overnmcnts, and 
has under him a vice-governor, a council 
and courtof juftice, both civil and criminal, 
fome members of which are named by the 
court, and the reft elected by the nobility. 
Thus, by this inftitution, Catharine II. has 
circumfcribed, in no inconfiderable degree, 

her 
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lier own abfolute authority. But, while fhe 
has limited the defpotifmjfhe has in propor- 
tion confiiked the {lability and duration of 
the RufTian throne. For, political conftitu- 
tions are precarious or ftable as they confin: 
of one or more fprlngs of adion. Rights 
and privileges and powers, in the harids of 
different orders of men, are a check on that 
fuddennefs of revolution which is incident 
to arbitrary governments. And hence it 
would feem to follow, as a natural inference, 
that the fureft balls of government Is juf- 
tice; juftice, vvhich uniformly grants to every 
man and clafs of men, their own. The 
more conftitutions are affimilated to models 
of perfeft juftice to every individual, and of 
as much liberty and intercft in the com men 
property of the ftatc as is confiftcnt with 
the prefervation and the tranquillity of the 
political union, the better : but all innova- 
tions, or affirailations to fuch abftraded 
models, Ihould be leifurely and circurafpeiff. 
Due regard mull be paid to exifting orders 
and privileges, which forrii the cement of 
the exifting conftitutlcti. If, as a preliminary 
VOL. I. Z to 
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to reformation, you loofen. tbe cement, arltl 
let the materials that compofe the fabric 
fall to the ground, the edifice that is to rife 
in its {lead, depends not fo much on human 
powers, as on an infinite variety of unfore- 
feen accidents. Metaphyfical reforms take 
up man merely as a reafonable being } 
whereas he is a being under the influence 
of various prejudices, appetites, anddefu-es : 
neither reafon nor intereft affords any fecu- 
rity againft the irrefiftible operation of whim, 
folly, and paflion. The prefent Emprefs of 
Ruflia has uniformly perfevered in her hu- 
mane and noble plans, from the moment of 
her afcenfion to the throne of the Czars : 
but in proportion as fhe has advanced in this 
career of glory, the more the has found the 
necefl[ity of yielding, in fome meafure, to 
prefent circumftances and fituations. The" 
adminiftration of the whole empire is com^ 
mitted to the direEling fenate^ and to the 
principal departments diftinguifhed by the 
name oi colleges. The fenate, which is a new 
inftitution, has fucceeded. in the room of 
the courts of chancery eftabliflied by Peter I. 
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This, which is the fupreme tribunal, takes 
cognizance of all the reft. • It is divided into 
fix departments, cOmpofed each of one or 
more fenators, who prefide each in their 
turn ; of four privy couhfellors, and a 
principal attorney. Under each of thefe 
departments is placed, for the execution of 
the laws, one of the colleges juft meijtioned, 
under the denominations of, the college of 
xvar, the college for foreign affairs, the cpl- 
iege of the admiralty, the college of juftice^ 
arid the college of commerce. Thei'e is 
alfo a college of medicine, charged with 
^ furnifhing the imperial laboratories, which 
again furnifh the private laboratories, which 
are the only IhopS of the kind in moft of 
the towns of fecond rank. The college of 
juftice is divided into feveral chambers for 
the trial of criminal and civil cafes. The 
firft of thefe fits at St. Peterfburg, and the 
fecond at Roftroma. There is one for cri- 
minal trials at Catherinollaw, another at Ri- 
ga, a third at Kiow, and a fourth at Tobolfki. 
There is not a country in Europe, in 
which juftice is lengthened and tortured 
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into a lucrative trade, more than in Ruflla. 
The dikaferes^ or courts of juftice, are full' 
of attornies, the moft infolent and unman- 
nerly crew in all Peterfburg, who, in fpite of 
their great numbers, fipd all of them wayg 
and means to live. And, to augment the 
vexation as well as the expence of the 
law, the moft trifling deed is drawn out on 
ftamped paper. But before th,e time of the 
prefent Emprefs the natural difpofition of 
the Ruffians to litigation was encouraged 
by an extreme confulion and inconfiftency 
in the faws. Several emperors, and parti- 
cularly Peter 1. and the Emprefs Elizabeth^ 
had formed the defign of reforming the 
laws: but this was never carried into exe- 
cution, until Catharine II. in 1767, called 
the Mofcow deputies from all parts of the 
empire, appointed commifiioners to, frame 
new regulations, and delivered to them in- 
ftrudioos which (he herfelf had drawn up: 
in conformity with thofe innrudions,. the 
firft part of the new code, diainguiflied by 
clemency and political wifdom, appearejd.m 
*775> and the fecond in 1780. ' .' ' /!" 
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The EEVEKUES of Ruffia arife from the 
taxes paid by the cou nines conquered froLii 
Sweden, and taken from Poland ; a capita- 
tion tax laid on all males .in the claffes of 
burgeffes and peafants, from their birth to 
their death ; the cuftom-houfe duties, which 
are very heavy ; gabelles, or the felling of 
fait, a monopoly in the hands of govern- 
ment ; the revenues of royal domains en- 
larged by the annexation of the church- 
lands, the licences for inns, the produce of 
the mines and the coinage of money, the 
emiffion of bank-bills, and duties on timber: 
the fums drawn from allthefe different fources 
do not amount to fix millions fterling. It 
is not eafy to conceive hovir, with a fum fo 
moderate, the Emprefs can fupport the 
magnificence of her court, the various ef- 
tablifliments flie has formed, the buildings 
erefted and maintained at her expehce, her 
ads of generofity, her munificence to the 
arts and fciences, the purchafes fhe is con- 
flantly making in different parts of Europe, 
and the prefents with which fhe re^yards 
all kinds of extraordinary merit. 
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rous foreign officers in their armies. The 
prefent fituation of France has brought 
hither f?veral naval and military heroes 
from that nation. 

While I ftood one evening in the bar of 
the Englilh tavern, converfing with feme 

officers of my acquaintance, the Count 

arrived from France. He fpoke Englifli, 
and joined with us in dilcourfe. It related 
to the naval engagements laft war in the 
Weft Indies, and particularly to the glori- 
ous 1 2th of April. The Count had fought 
aeainft us in the American army. He wore 
the orders of St. Lewis and Cincinnatus.-*- ^^^^^ dh^^''/^ 
An Englifh tar recorded, with rather too ^^.<^ ^ ^ | 
much animation, the defeat of the French | 

navy. The Count fmiled, and left us. In j! 

a few days, he procured a commiffion in the | 

Ruffian army; and, having exchanged the I 

white for the green uniform, he drove off !' 

to join the army undei- the command of Ge- 
neral Suwarrow, This French nobleman, 
with all the politenefs which diftinguiffies 
his nation, poffeffed an open and frank man- 
ner of addrefs 5 and I do affiire you, that 
Z4 the 
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the intelligence of bis fall in the dreadful 
parnage at the attack of IfiTiael, drew tears 
from the fame rough Britifli tar, who had fo 
loudly boafted in the prefence of the Count 
of the defeat of his country. 

Prince Potemkin, prime minifter of 
Ruffia, and commander in chief of. the 
army, is by birth a Pole, and at the com- 
mencement of his fortunes an adventurer, 
and holding an inferior rarik in one of the 
regiments of guards, of which he is now 
lieutenant colonel. Her Imperial Majefty 
is herfelf colonel of all her regiments of 
guards, and on particular days appears ir^ 
^he uniform of thofe regiments. 

The Prince Potemkin, 1 think, made his 
firft.effay as a fergeant^, .With refpe^ to 
h'lg abilities, they are naturally great, but 
uncultivated. Arbitrary governments are 
certainly tlje befl ground, for .enterprifing 
genius : diftinguilhed merit and attachment 
to the fovereign will never fail to over-. 
P°TV,^'' .thofe who have only intereft. 
.^^ Prince Potemkin has, however, in Ruffia^ 
few friends, but his augull fovereign. Le? 
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inent be ever fo diftinguiQied, the antient no- 
bility of a kingdom cannot patiently view 
what they deem upftartspafiingthem: and the 
Prince's behaviour being rude to an extreme 
does not at all conciliate. The celebrated 
General Romanzow cannot bear the idea of 
Potemkin'sfuperiprity of command, and 
has retired from the fervice. Potemkin is 
a very fortunate general ; and though he 
fliould want all other requifites, this fmgle 
one has and will ftill bear him on triumph- 
ant. This ci-devant fergeant has as many 
palaces in the metropolis as the Emprefs. 
One of them, conftruded of timber, was in 
flames at the moment of his arrival from 
the conqueftofQczakow, in February 1789, 
as if to illuminate his entry. I fliall in an- 
other place give you a detail of the life of 
this extraordinary man. 

Admiral Greig, long at the head of the 
Ruffian navy, was another fortunate adven- 
turer, but of a different character from Prince 
Potemkin ; yet the meekeft and mod unaf^ 
fuming deportment could not obtain him 
the entire good will of the Ruffians. 
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Alexis Mkliaclowkch, father of Peter t^e 
C?-reat, tvas the foil to encourage trading 
foreigners. Peter, of another coinplexioii 
and turn, encouraired ly.oft thofe who could 
gfiift him in building a navy and difciplin- 
ing an army. The Scotch emigrants ar- 
rired at Mofcow at a, fortunate period, 
Peter had in them a nurfery for raifmg of- 
i^cers ; and we find a General Gordon his 
principal favourite, infomuch, that when 
Peter travelled to Holland and England, he 
left this officer in the chief command. A Jte-* 
feellion broke out in the Emperor's abfence ; 
General Gordon had an opportunity of 
proving his courage and fidelity in quelling 
it, and at a time when there were feveral 
candidates for the throne. Thefe early fer- 
vices of Britons eftablillied their reputation 
•with the fovereigns of Ruffia; and hence 
the encouragement given thern by all fuc- 
ceeding monarchs. 

The ocean is the native element of Bri» 
tons : the military lifts of Ruffia prefentfew 
commanders in chief from our ifland unlefs 
MiirOaal Keith, the illuftrious preceptor and 

general 
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general of the no lefs illuftrious Romanzow, 
who ferved as a common foldier in the ranks 
pf General Keith's regiment, for the purpofe 
of acquiring the knowledge of the duty of 
a foldier in every flation. 

Peter himfelf gloried in having rifen, in 
his own fleets and armies, from the rank of a 
pommonfeamaninthe one, and of a common 
foldier hi the other, to the chief command, 
■without permitting the fmalleft intereft to 
he exerted in his favour. 

If the minifter of war, or of the naval 
department, fhewed s^nj inclination to give 
the Emperor a preference, upon his exami- 
nation wath other officers, or upon account 
of any adlion performed, he deemed it in- 
fulting him ; having a noble pride in fup- 
pofmg himfelf qualified to arrive at the moll 
eminent ftations without the prior advan- 
tage of being an emperor. 

That foreign officers were and flill are 
needed to affift the native officers of Ruffia 
in the army and navy, bears no refledion 
upon tjie native officers. Every nation in 
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its turn has had the aiTiftance of furelgn. 
ers. I cannot indeed name the Vener 
tlan officers who formerly ferved in, and 
commanded the Britifh fleets, but we cer- 
tainly had fome from that earlier maritime 
power. It is better known that the Roman 
officers difciplined our army. Nor is it 
any cenfure upon the induftry or ingenui- 
ty of the Ruffians, that foreigners teach 
them the arts. England, the nation raoft fa- 
mous for manufadlures, was inftrufled by the 
Flemings to work their ftaple commodity, 
wool ; and 1 think one of our Edwards, in 
a proclamation to his people, gave them no- 
tice of the arrival of three or four weavers 
from Flanders, which, faid the monarch, 
*' may prove of great benefit to us and our 
^'JnhjeSis:' 

The comparative (late of architedure in 
Ruffia and other countries, fhould not hurt 
their pride, or iriake them fo jealous of 
cur magnificent fabrics. Two hundred arid 
fifty years ago, our dwellings were more 
humble than the modern Ruffian cpttage, 

conn.ru'£ted 
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conftruded of fods of earth and ttiatclied 
with ftraw, and our beds of the fame ceco- 
nomical commodiry. 

It IS not amifs to notice memorandums 
of old day?, to qualify the pride arifmg 
from excellencies, of which time has all 
the merit ; and to encourage infant nations, 
and to prevent them from defponding, from 
the idea of others pofleffing more wifdom 
or abilities than themfeives. 

The Ruffians cannot however be much 
condemned for a jealoufy fo natural to our 
bofoms, and particularly as they are amono- 
the laft in appearing upon the theatre of ci- 
vilization. I do not mean that they are 
among the laft at this period uncivilized. 
Many nations are far behind the Ruffians 
in arts of civilization ; but thefe were once 
diftinguiflied by arts and fciences. The 
Ruffians are among the laft of thofe nations 
upon the theatre of civilization who v-'ere 
never civilized before ; and, allow that they 
are flower in prpportion; (which is not how- 
ever the cafe), fuch an immenfe body, cover- 
ing the wideft regions, fl;iould not be ex- 
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peded to move with the fame rapidity at 
a fmall body. 

The civilization of Ruffia raifes,^ as it 
were, from the dead the whole northera 
nations. Their light of civilization does 
not rife with the quicknefs of a meteor^- 
but with the more ileady fplcndour of 
the funi 
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can fheW ho regifter of war and murder/ 
no lift of heroic plunderers ; no ftandards 
taken from tile enemy in battle : he con- 
■tents himfeif with wearing at fecond hand 
the fhackles which furrouiiding nations have 
nianufad;uved for themfelves jiuder the di- 
refiiion of their princes. 

The Ruffians, emerging from the region 
of flavery, Sclavonia^ are daily advancing in 
the arts of peace, which lead to freedom. 
Happy for them that they have before them, 
as upon a map, the example of other king- 
doms, and th.it from this example they 
jnay be taught to efcape, .and to beware of 
the deluge of blood, the anarchy and 
ruin attending haliy ftruggles to obtain: 
freedom ! 

In great commercial countries, the ap- 
pearance of liberty is better preferved with- 
out the real enjoyment of it, than in other 
nations. In the tirft, a great proportion of 
the people are rendered wealthy by trade^ fo- 
reign and domeilic. As thefe, together whh 
the wealthy landed proprietors and others, 
employ a vaft number of manufacSturers, 
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fhopkeepers, artifts, fervants, and the lower 
order of traders of all defcription?, it fol- 
lows, that fo immenfe a body mutually fup- 
porting each other, the lefs rich and inferior 
orders among them will not complain much, 
while they can collecl in various ways a 
Ihare of their wealth, in whatever way that 
wealth be attained ; whether by opprcfling 
the loweft order, by trade, or by places and 
penfions. 

But allowing this immenfe body to be con- 
tented fo far, yet while another confiderable 
part of the community are flarving, their con- 
tentment is no proof of the freedom of a na- 
tion, or of the juftice of the laws, which per- 
mit the moft induftrious and ufeful and vir- 
tuous part of the community to drag out a 
painful exiftence. I allude to the day-labour- 
er employed in agriculture : and ftrange as it ' 
may feem, the day-labourer in Britain in no 
fhape lives fo comfortably and happy as the 
Ruffian Have. It is hard that commerce 
fhould occafion, as it atSlually does, the ruin 
of the peafantry. 

In old times the landholder lived in a 
Vol. I. A a more 
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more diftinguiihed manner than he does 
now : the fmall farmers and cottagers upon 
his eftate lived happy : there were no day- 
labourers ; the fons and daughters, the 
fervants, who lived in the houfe "with the fa- 
mily ^ did every work. The number of hands 
employed upon the eftates were double and 
triple to what they are at prefent, if we take 
into the account the different ftates of agri- 
culture atthat period and at the prefent. 

Commerce and luxury have occafioned 
the prefent melancholy alteration. The 
merchant emulates the landholder, and fur- 
paffes him in wealth and manner of living. 
The landholder, defpifmg trade, has recourfe 
to new m'ethods lefs honourable, to keep 
pace in magnificence with the upflart ware- 
houfeman. He turns away all his cot- 
tagers. He lets out his ellate in large farms 
to a few tenants at fhort leafes, and at the 
highell rents. The leafes expired, he again 
racks the rent to fupport an increafe of extra- 
vagance. The fields which fupported many 
a happy family, are laid out in grafs to 
fatten various brute animals for the markets 
6 in 
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in trading towns, and to fupply a more lux- 
urious food for perfons engaged in trade. 

Many of the cottagers become, of confe- 
quence, traders and manufadturers, porters^ 
chairmen, &c. The city is reared and filled, 
every dirty lane is crowded. The cottage 
is in ruins and deferted. The farmer, racked 
to the utmoft, upon the other hand, employs 
as few labourers as poffible, and in the moft 
ceconomical manner. Inftruments are in- 
vented to effedl laborious purpofes without 
the aid of men . The extenfion of trade ftill 
fails to employ every body, and a confider- 
able number remain to ftarve upon the fcanty 
pittance of the farmer, who gives money in- 
ftead of maintenance that he may with the 
more certainty know his expenditure. He 
keeps all the lands in his own hands. The la- 
bourers and cottagers had formerly a houfe, a 
fmall portion of land, upon which they raifed 
fome corn, and maintained perhaps both a 
horfe and cow, befides what they could 
otherways earn from the head mafter. 

Allowing the day-labourer to have one 

ailling to eighteen pence a day, and this 
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upon an average, is the full fum he has over 
all Britain ; allow his family to confifl of 
a wife and three children, how is it poffible 
they can live, having every thing to pur- 
chafe, and nearly at 30 per cent, higher 
than the ordinary rate of the market, owing 
to the very fmall quantities they are able to 
purchafe at a time ? But when a day-la- 
bourer's family confifts of nine or ten chil- 
dren, and his earning only one ihilling a day, 
which is frequently the cafe, what then mull 
be his miferies ! 

Thus, men employed iti the moll rational 
and^ innocent bufinefs of life are made 
v/retched by commerce, while the drunken 
porter in large cities can with lefs, or with 
equal exertion, make live, to eight and ten 
flMlllngs per day. 

Thefe are the bleffings of commerce and 
luxury. The day-labourer is out of our 
fight : we fee and hear nothing in our cities, 
but the rattling of fplendid equipages, ele- 
gant fliops and hotels, and all the blaze pf 
luxury and diffipation : the harbours are 
crowded with Shipping, the warehoufes with 
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goods, and our minifters defcant upon the 
profperous ftate of the nation. 

I think it is Dr. Goldfmith, who fome- 
where remarks, that a nation, like a bit of 
paper on fire, may make a fine fhow while 
it Is haftening to decay. 

To defcant upon profperity, while it car- 
ries with it a flame that muft confume it, 
is as ridiculous as to pourtray a difeafe with- 
out pointing out a cure. The cure is fim- 
ple. Every landholder fhould be obliged 
to furnifh a fmall houfe for every labourer 
employed by the farmers upon his eftate. 
Half of the prefent wages to be paid them 
in money ; and in confideration of the other 
half, the labourer fhall have befides a free 
houfe, a fmall garden, and permlflion to 
graze one cow in the farmer's paftures. 
Unmarried as well as married labourers 
Ihould be hired upon the fame terms for 
the encouragement of matrimony, as well as 
t(b prevent, as is now the cafe, a preference 
being given to unmarried men. 

The Ruflian peafants are all of them cot- 
tagers ; and although they pay an arbitrary 
-'" A a 3 rent 
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rent to their lords, I have not yet found any 
inftance, where the peafant could not with 
common indufcry pay his rent, do all his 
fervices, and live comfortably. The only 
improvement to better their fituation is for 
the lord to take a rent without perfonal fer- 
vice ; as this fometimes proves fatal to the 
cottager's own crop. The landholder may 
keep as many of his flaves as are neceffary 
in his immediate employment upon his own 
farms. Even when the Ruffian cottager 
fails in paying his rent, and is ruined, by 
whatever caufe, the landholder muft main- 
tain him and his family ; fo that a fufficient 
check is eilablifhed upon the proprietor not 
to ufe his peafants harlhly. A Ruffian 
peafant drinks to the amount of half the 
wages of the Britifh. day-labourer yearly in 
brandy : his family and himfelf are, not- 
withftanding ©f this, never in want of vic- 
tuals. If a joyful heart and a fufficient 
fubfiftence are marks of happinefs, the Ruf- 
fian boor is happy : if the want of thefe 
be a mark of mifery, the Bririlh peafant is 
wretched. The Ruffian peafant is liable to 
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receive a fevere beating from his overieer 
when he deferves it : the Biitiih peafant can- 
not be ftruck, but he is hable to ftarve. 

If the Ruffian peafantry, forming the 
mafs of this nation, are fo well provided 
for : if the remainder of the people, are ftill 
wealthier and happier, who are engaged in 
trade and manufadures, what are the fuperior 
advantages derived from overgrown com- 
merce and wealth ? what advantage from a 
free conftitution, when the fituation of the 
mafs of a nation we call flaves, is proved 
to be more agreeable and happy than our 
own ? 

It is true our conftitution poflefles more 
than any other the power of redifying it- 
felf ; but if this power is not drawn forth, 
what avails it ? It is a mockery of the peo- 
ple for men in power to fay, " We can make 
you happy if we choofe." They may at laft 
provoke the people to reply, " You £hall 
make us happy inftantly, or we will make 
you miferable." 

In no country upon earth is public and 

private charity fo diftinguifliable as in Bri- 
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tain : but k provides only for invalids : 
the day-labourer is equally an object of 
charity, until the laws provide better for 
him, and prevent the efFeds of overgrown 
commerce and luxury from ruining the moft 
ufeful part of the community. It is not 
merely in this moft ufeful art of peace, agri- 
culture, that the peafant is ferviceable : he 
makes the beft foldier when his country re- 
quires defence, accuftomed to hard labour and 
living, and expofed at all times to the w^ea- 
ther. This very art of peace fits him for 
the art of war : the woodman with his axe 
is a native pioneer: the hedger and ditcher 
■will with little inftrudion conftru6t entrench- 
ments and batteries : he who forms the 
public roads will conftrud one through a 
difficult pafs for an army : they can fubfift 
upon the coarfeft fare, and undergo every 
fatigue. Is it' this clafs of men whom Bri^ 
tain permits to ftarve ? 

Commerce encourages no adive employ- 
ments, unlefs feamen, nor promotes hardi* 
nefs and health. The bulk of our manu- 
faftuf ers Jiyc toQ well to be fit for any 
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aaive fcene, unlefs in riots in their neigh- 
bourhoods ; and the generality of traders are 
abler to pay .others for defending them, 
than to defend themfelves. Whenever 
wealth is procured, alladivity ceafes, unlefs 
to accumulate, and to obtain additional 
gratifications of fenfe. 

The celebrated Dr. Adam Smith has 
certainly pointed out the beft methods for 
nations to acquire wealth. If he had taught 
how to procure happinefs with it, to the 
whole body of the people, his work might 
have been more celebrated. The wealth 
of nations is incompatible with happinefs. 
No nation will ever be happy who increafes 
trade rather than agriculture ; and by agri- 
culture I mean rearing crops of corn, not 
of grafs. Padurage and the other crops for 
the brute creation, banifla men from their 
native homes, and colled them together 
in luxurious, vicious bodies to feed upon 
anim.al food : or, if the country has no trade, 
pafturage annihilates the human race : the 
natives are vagrant wanderers and robbers, 
plundering and murdering each other. 

Suppofe 
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Suppofe every eftate in England was 
let, by four or five acres to one family, 
and two thirds of. this farm producing 
corn. Would not the eftates he inhabited 
by tea times the number of its prefent 
inhabitants ? Trade and agriculture would 
then employ every perfon, and maintain 
them. Trade would only draw off from 
the more human and rational profeffion of 
agriculture the enterprifing fpirits. Greiat 
cities would be inhabited by choice, not 
from neceffity to procure a livelihood, 
by aidminiftering to the vices and follies 
of the wealthy and exalted ranks: and 
when the period arrives that cities are 
inhabited by choice, they will be lefs dif- 
tinguiflied by vice and folly. Men are 
not vicious and foolifh by choice : and a 
few wealthy and vicious individuals will 
not corrupt the bulk of the people, did 
not they depend fo much upon the wealthy, 
and were they not thus drawn in to fol- 
low their example, as a fervant the wicked 
courfes of his mafter. 

Monopolies are fcouted in trade ; why 

not 
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not too in agriculture? Large farms are 
monopolies, and are more dillreffing to fo- 
ciety than monopoiies in commerce. To re- 
gulate by law the properties of individuals 
for the good of the public, is not to rob 
individuals: nay, it would in reality in- 
creafe their incomes : and the view of thou- 
fands of fmiling villagers might afford as 
much pleafure as the lowiiig of herds, and 
tfie bleating of flocks. 

It is a datum long fince granted in agri- 
culture, that the greater quantity of pro- 
duce is confumed upon eftates, they 
^vill be fo much the more fertile. The 
modern farmer is put to vaft expence in 
bringing manure from a diftance of feveral 
miles, which increafes in proportion the 
prices of the produce. The advocate of 
commerce will Hart this objeaion, that pro- 
duce confumed at home will employ lefs 
ihipping in exporting to foreign countries 
and coaftways, and that the nurfery of Tea- 
men for our fleet will be hurt. I anfwer, 
that where capital, induftry, and commercial 
habits and enterprize prevail, fubjeds and 
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channels of commerce will never be want- 
ing: and, at any rate, a fufficient number 
of feamen for the defence of the nation, 
though not, perhaps, for the wars of the 
minifter, might ftill be had. This number 
will confift of the enterprifing and turbu- 
lent, the beft adapted for war ; and not, as 
upon the prefent fyftem, of Britons dragged 
from their families and friends. 
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LETTER XXXr. 



Norway— and Lapland. 



St. Pcterfburg, Auguft 1791. 

1 OU defired me to give you my obferva- 
tlons on the kingdom of Norway and the 
Norwegians, from whom fo great a part of 
Britain is peopled. ^ 

The Norwegian women are celebrated 
for their fecundity ; and every Inhabitable 
part of Norway fwarms with people : vaft 
regions are covered with woods, we need 
not fay with rocks, becaufe the very rocks 
are covered with pine-trees : it is common 
to fee trees growing, and twifting their roots 
for their fupport and nourifhment around, 
and into every crevice of the ftone, where 
there is no foil vihbie. Every precipice in 

Norway 
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Norway is overhung with thefe nodding 
plumes. 

Norway, or Norwey, has its name from 
its fituation, /. e. the northern way ; the 
way to the north. . It is divided into five 
provinces : firft, Wardhus, or Norwegian 
Lapland. Of this province it is fufficient 
to obferve, that it lies within the ardic circle. 
The natives are a diftindt race from the 
inhabitants of the other provinces : they are 
ignorant, but a harmlefs people. 

They were probably the "firft inhabitants 
of Sweden and Norway ; the firft adven- 
turers from Scythia, and driven from the 
fouthern parts into thofe dreary deferfs, by 
new invaders, long before theif irruptions 
into Britain. Hiftorjans agree that thofe 
fwarms choked up every corner of the 
north, and that it w^s infearch of more room, 
and of bread, rather than of fame and con- 
queft, that they marched to the fouth. 

The poor Laplanders, then dwelling in 
Sweden and Norway, were no doubt firft 
difinherited : they have ftill traditions among 
them, of battles with thofe invaders j and 
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from their manners and cuftoms at this day, 
we can trace their Scythian origin. The 
Goths, I fliall fuppofe, did. not make choice 
of the northern mountains for a dwelUng- 
place, until they had attempted the richer 
foil and finer climate of France and Italy. 
They were driven back by Marius into 
Germany ; from whence, as it was unable 
to fupport increafing fwarms of yearly emi- 
grants, they would be obliged to pafs over 
into Scandinavia. 

How the Laplanders came into Sweden, 
and at what period, bids defiance almoft even 
to conjedure. I cannot think they entered 
Sweden and Norway by the way of Ger- 
many. This fine country v^ould have de- 
tained themv. It is more probable that their 
unlucky ftars led them by the head of the 
Bothnian Gulph. Thofe difmal regions 
upon the Frozen Ocean, from Wardhus to 
the northern cape of Kamfchatka, are ftill in- 
habited by a race of men fimilar to the Lap- 
landers, and whoj no doubt, had taken 
the fame ill-fated journey from Tartary. 

The natives of Wardhus maintain them- 
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felves chiefly by fifhing In fummer j and 
they lay up a flock of fiih, too, for the long 
winter. They have, befides, great herds of 
rein-deer, which are to them inftead of 
horfes and cows: they live upon their milk; 
feldom kill them ; and when they have flefh 
meat, it is of the bear and other animals, 
which they procure by hunting. Their 
habitations are tents in fummer, erected near 
the moft favourable fpots for hunting, fifh- 
ing, and grazing. 

In winter they bury themfelves in coni- 
cal huts, covered with earth, to keep out 
the fevere cold. The furs of the bear and 
wolf furnifh them with clothing. Unac- 
quainted with luxury, and accuftomed to 
hardfhips, they have few wants. 

The Norwegians and Danes have at laft 
prevailed upon them to believe that they are 
in want of lb me thiags, and they exchange 
their furs for brandy, meal, and other arti- 
cles. As their country produces fo few 
commodities for trade, they ingenioufly 
contrived fome others. They were for- 
merly famous for dealing in winds, thunder, 
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and lightning, wholef^le and retail; and 
pll, now and then, pick up a fooHfli mari- 
ner td purchafe a talifman and magical 
rlotes. 

The crown of Denmark receives little 
benefit from this clafs of its fubjeas : a few 
fkins and fifh Js all they have to fpare. 
The Danifh government,- neverthelefs, takes 
fbme pains in civilizing the Laplanders j 
£jnd the miffioriaries have converted many 
of them to chriftianity. — Driven, at an early, 
period, from the fouthern provinces of 
Sweden and Norway,* they wefe not ifi- 
ftru£led in the doQiriues of chriftianlty on 
their intrcdudion into thefe kingdoms : but 
they efcaped the deluge of blood with which 
chriftians afterwards covered one another 
for ages. — Dronthelm is the next province 
to Wardhus j and here begins what is com- 
monly called Norway, as diftinguifhed from 
Norwegian Lapland. The next is Ber- 
gen ; and the other two, bordering upon the 
itrm of the fea leading to the Categate, are 
Agerhus and Bahus. 

Norway has two fummers and two win- 
VOL. I. B b ters. 
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tefs. Towards the fea coafts, and efpeclstlly 
in the fouthern parts, the climate is mild j 
tieither too hot in fummer, nof too cold 
in winter. The neighbourhood of the 
ocean eafily accounts for this happy tem- 
perature. Inland, the fummer is as hot as 
the winter is cold. The high mountains 
obftru£l the oblique rays of the winter's fun 
from warming the deep vallies between 
them, and retain long, upon their tops, ice 
and fnow.« 

As the mountains occafion an Increafe of 
eold in winter, fo they are the caufe of 
incrcafed heat in fummer. The fun, more 
vertical, darts his rays into the vallies, and 
upon the mountains* fides, which, clofely 
furrounding the vallies, coUedt thofe rays' 
as iri a focus. The farther to the norths 
the effect is the ftrdnger, as the caufe is in- 
crcafed by the greater akuiide of the fun, 
and his longer continuance above the hori- 
zon. In Lapland, the fun for fome time in 
fummer is feen revolving round the earth, 
without fetting ; and when he fets, it is for 
fo fhort a fpace, that the vallies have not 
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had time to cool, when his fierce rays agaia 
heat them. ° 

But this orb, as if it had exhaufted Its 
ftrength and heat^ never rifes to enlighteii 
thefe dreary lands in winter. A feeble twi- 
light, a darknefs vifible, accompanies his ap- 
firoach to the horizon : but his glowing 
edge is never feen, nOr Is there a cloud 
gilded with his bdaftis. 

Lapland has only one day, and one night, 
in the year : her day, of two months' con- 
tinuance ; her gloomy ilight, of ten. 

The moon however cheers the Laplander, 
and the refledion of her rays lipon the fnow 
and ice, which fpreads every where^ gives 
fufEcient light ibr their winter's work and 
travelling. 

Indeed they could not travel at any other 
feafon. The fnow fmooths the rugged 
way, and enables the rein- deer to draw the 
fledges with amazing rapidity. How ad- 
mirable is the providence of nature ! Were 
the fun to (hine upon Lapland during Vvin- 
ter^ and at the fame time fhould the fnow 
cohtintie upon the ground, it would deprive 
B b 2 the 
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the inhabitants of fight. — ^Even the reflec- 
tion of the moon's rays from the fnow 
occafions blindnefs in many of the natives. 
The laws of nature have rendered the con- 
tinuance of the fun and of fnow, for any 
length of time, above the horizon, incom- 
patible. 

The Norwegians are a fine race of men, 
of a free and generous fpirit, and watch 
over their liberties with unremitted vigi- 
lance. Many ages have elapfed fmce they 
have fettled quietly at home, and ceafed to 
difturb the liberties of others. The Norwe- 
gians are all hufbandmen, hfhermen, of 
mariners. There aie few other diftindt 
profeffions among them : every one, as is 
commonly the cafe in northern countries in 
general, is his own taylor, carpenter, flioe- 
maker, frnith, &c. They fhew much in- 
genuity in every thing they undertake ; and 
fome of the greateft curiofities in the Royal 
Mufeum at Copenhagen are .the handi- 
works of Norwegian peafants. The fiiheries 
upon the coafts of Norway, and merchant 
fljips,, employ one half of the inhabitants ; 
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the other half are employed in agriculture, 
the irou and copper mines, cutting, tranf- 
porting, and fawing of timber, and fhip- 
building. The fea coafts are fo formed, as 
to fave trouble and expence of many nets in 
their fifheries : the whole is a kind of net- 
work of rocks, and thoufands of fmall inlets 
of the fea, always filled in the feafon with 
Ihoals of fi(h. The Norwegians have only 
to caft a net at the entrance of the inlet, in 
order to prevent the fiflu from going away, 
and another to drag them to the fliore. 
Several kinds are failed ; others are cured 
by the fimple procefs of fpreading them 
upon the rocks. 

After laying in their yearly quantity for 
home confumption, and for the merchant 
veflels, the Norwegians export vaft quanti' 
ties to every corner of Europe. There are 
numbers of rivers in Norway ; but an in- 
conveniency occurs, naturally to be ex- 
peded in fuch a mountainous country : 
their navigation, even for fmall boats, is in- 
terrupted by water-falls. The timber cut in 
the inland forefts is fadly broken before 
Pb3 it 



; I!' 






% 



• < 






[f^il;. 



li\ 



J74 f.ETTE|lS FROM 

it arrives at the fea-ports, being hurled down 
every catara^ in its way, and with fuch 
force as to be dafhed againft the rocky 
bottom of the river beneath. For this there is 
no remedy, as the carriage by land would be 
impradticable, and, at any rate, attended with 
an expence double the value of the balks. 
The property of many different merchants 
is floated down at the fame time ; and each is 
enabled to know his own at its arrival, by 
his diftinguifliing mark, put upon the trees 
at the time of their being cut down in thQ 
woods. 

Great Britain is the principal market for 
their timber. The vaft quantity exported, 
and the diiBculty of bringing the balks from 
the new forefts at great diflances, which 
muft be reforted to when thofe nearer are 
thinned or cut down, has raifed the prices 
confiderably within thefe few years; and 
the pra£tice of cutting the young trees for 
foreign markets will add to the fcarcity and 
price. The Danifli government ought to 
make a ferious enquiry into thefe mattei's ; 
for, if the price increafes in proportion to 
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what It has done of late, the Britifli im- 
porter will find out other markets where to 
fupply himfelf at cheaper rates. 

The Norwegians begin to copy the Eng- 
lifh in the modelling of their fhips, and 
build very fine ones for fale, as well as for 
their own ufe. The clumfy gallies of the 
Hans-towns, the firft European commercial 
Hates, are no longer the models for the ihips 
of other nations ; though feveral of the cities 
which wrere in this famdlis compadt, ftill 
perfift in the oldfafhion of their aiks, which 
firft floated upon our feas, in order to pre- 
ferve, no doubt, fome remembrance of their 
former fplendour. 

The K^orwegians are adlive and honour- 
able in their dealings, and exceedingly keen 
in profecuting fchemes of trade. They 
are celebrated for their longevity, and of a 
hardy flrong conftitution both of body and 
mind. They do not bury themfelves in furs, 
as moft of the northern people do ; they 
pique themfelves on keeping cold at defi- 
ance, and, to fhew their hardinefs, will 
even put fpow into their bofoms. A warm 
? 1? 4 drefs 
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drefs Is confidered as effeminate: and this idea 
kems to be received too amongft Britons. 
At this day, there are greater numbers that 
die in Britain of cold, than of all other dif- 
eaies notoriginating in colds, put together : 
and this evil entirely arifes from a foolifli 
pride of ftrutting about in thqfe thin flices 
of modern manufadure. The golden fleeces 
of our fheep, given us by kind nature to 
guard us againft the peculiar inconftancy of 
our climate, are frittered a\yay into fpiders 
webs. For my part, I am at no lofs to de- 
cide which appears moft effeminate, to Avear 
a comfortable great-coat, or to fliiver to deatU 
under a gauze tippet. The Norwegians dp ' 
not carry the jeft fp far ; it is only with 
their bofoms they ufe freedom, in the pride 
of their heart. They wear clothes of coarfe 
warm fluffs. 

. The Norwegians are exceedingly fond of 
dancing ; they are continually trotting to 
the found of the violin. In winter, there is 
a ball in every third houfe, in every town 
in Norway, each evening: and even in 
fumraer, when their daily labours are 
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pyer, they affemble in parties to dance and 

drink. ' 

I have feen the Norwegian failors dancing 
upon their fhip's deck at fea, in calm wea- 
ther ; and one never meets vsrith their veffels 
at fea without hearing a concert, if the wea- 
ther is moderate. Their mufic is without 
melody, and their playing without art; but 
they are determined to be pleafed. 

Of a lively difpofition, they are quick 
and violent in their paffions, efpecially wheri 
intoxicated. In former times, it was com- 
mon for the guefts at an entertainment to 
have knives in their belts, ready to deter- 
mine upon the fpot any quarrel that might 
arife in the courfe of the feaft. The laws 
have now curbed this cuftom of monarchs ; 
and the Norwegian fells his knife, and all 
his moveables and immoveables, to enable 
him to ruin himfelf by law-fuits with every 
perfon who vexes him. Nay, wdien he is 
ruined, he is certain of a fubfcription from his 
^leighbours, to help him to renew his attacks. 
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LETTER XXXII, 

Jlujian Climate. — Contraft of Ruffian and 

EngUilj Cujloms. — Winter Jljemblics.—T 

RuJJians and French nearly refemble each 

; other in Characiefy Mannerly and Cujloms. 



DEAR SIR, 



St. Peterfburg, April 1791, 



Th I S wmtcr Is noi fo agreeabk as the 
laft. The weather is variable. We have 
one week of fevere frofl ; and another 
fucceeds of thaw and fleet. Such a winter 
is not only dangerous to the conftitution, 
\>VX is attended with fatal confequences in 
regard to the provifion of the natives. The 
frozen beef, fowl and fifh become clammy 
and putrid ; and notwithftanding the care 
of the police to have fuch provifion deftroy- 
ed, the poor will purchafe it ; or, if a froft 
again fucceeds, the pu.trid provifion, ^ fecond 
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^ime frozen, is fold in the market, and dif- 
pafe and death retailed out to the inhabir 
tants. 

The idea of a Scythian winter makes the 
people of more fouthern regions tremble- 
eternal ice and fnow ! A Ruffian confiders 
it as the greateft misfortune if ice and fnow 
do not remain for fix months of the year ; 
and the more fevere the froft, the finer the 
winter is efteemed. He has laid in provi- 
fion for this length of time for himfelf, his 
family, and cattle, and a fufficient quantity 
of wood for his ftpves : nothing can inter- 
rupt this happy fituation but a thaw to fpoil 
his provifions. A Ruffian looks up to the 
frowning face of heaven in winter with a 
fmile: he trembles when the fun makes his 
way through the clouds. A mild winter in 
Ruffia overturns not only the oeconomy, 
but the amufements and exercifes of the 
natives. They look forward to the cold 
feafon as a feafpn of reft and mirth : cover- 
ed with furs, and feated in his fledge, none 
is fo happy as a Ruffian ; his horfes fly with 
him. over the ic? and fnowj hp fings and 
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drinks without eeafing from Odober to May. 
Nor is the approach of winter lefs dehght* 
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III* ful to the higher ranks. This is the feafon 
™" of every thing elegant in drefs and manners. 
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gj^ . The fummer is fpent in colletYmg their 
IBi rents, the winter in fpending them. Their 
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in winter orily in the great cities. The anti- 
quated caftle is deferted ; the wild wit>ds 
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and joy are mafters of the revels. 
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The Ruffians are very happy in winter, 
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and they wifli every perfon to know and to 
"witnefs their happinefs. The Briton, when 
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he refolves to be merry with his friends, 
makes faft his window fhutters, fecures 
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not at his eafe if any perfon comes unin- 
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vited. A Ruffian, whether of the higher or 
lower clafs, feldom knows what is to be the 
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candles are all lighted up ; the dming or 
dancing room is one blaze of light, and il- 
luminates the oppofite ftreet and houfes. 
The company are diftinaiy feen by every 
paffenger ; but fo accuftoraed are they to 
thcfe fcenes, that they feldora ftop to furvey 
them. It is otherv^iie with a Briton. I 
took my ftation near the window of every 
ball-room which I found out in my evening 
walks, and I had a better opportunity of 
viewing the Ruffian manners without doors 
than if I had been one of the company. 

The winter affemblies, unicfs thole at 
private houfes, indifcriminately admit, and 
at an eafy charge, every perfon. The pub- 
lic aflemblies here are generally raafque- 
rades, though the ftiff German and Briton 
have introduced a few felea clubs and parties. 
There are German balls, and Englifh balls ; 
and only a few Germans admitted to the 
one, and a few Englifh to the other. To 
the honour of Ruffia, there is a Ruffian ball : 
they mix with foreigners, and delight to do 
it; and the higher their rank, with the 
more eafe and familiarity. This is, no 

doubt. 
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doubt, In part, a newly acquired character iii 
the Ruffians; The ancient manners of their 
great famiUes were diftinguilhed by pride 
and ceremony ; yec it does them much 
honour fo quickly to throw them off, and 
to choofe for their pattern the politeft; nation 
in the world. The German and Englilh- 
man refiding here, however, take to them- 
felves the credit of reforming the Ruffian 
manners ; but I am at a lofs to find out iii 
what the Ruffians have copied after them, un- 
lefs it be in their mannerof war, of commerce 
and navigation. The Ruffians and French, 
after whom the former have copied many 
polhhed improvernents, feem to have had 
^ the fame crigimil. 1 never favv two people 
fo like each other ; even under the difguife 
of the beard and fheep-lkin, the fimllarity of 
features is ftrikiiig. The Ruffian boor ha^ 
all the vivacity and eafe of the French : the 
fenfations of pleafure and pain have, as with 
them, inftantaneous communication with 
his heart : he has the very ffirug of the 
Frenchman. It does not fignify that th^ 
Ruffian is ia different fituationS proud, ftifff 
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apparently ftupid, and unfeeling: this is his 
alTumed or acquired charafter, as he is in 
ofSce or a flave : I am fpeaking of his na- 
tural charadter. The French, polifhed as 
they are, have been too fuddenly let loofe; 
and this vivacity has betrayed them into 
fliameful barbarities. Were the unpolifhed 
Ruffian loofened at once from his chain, his 
barbarities would go beyond all bounds. 
The Ruffian is however far from having a 
favage difpofitioni but his unpolifhed viva- 
city requires as yet fevere laws, and a longer 
acquaintance with men and manners, with 
arts and fciences, to curb it. 

In Peterfburg I have an opportunity of 
examining not merely the charader of the 
Ruffians, but of various nations, as far as 
thefe can be drawn from heterogeneous col- 
ledions. Thefe foreigners are all of them 
anxious to difplay the faffiions and charac- 
ter of their refpeaive countries, before the 
Ruffian ; no doubt with the liberal inten- 
tion of inftrudting him. They are unfortu- 
nately ignorant that the higher daffies of the 
Ruffians, already polifhed by travel and the 
beft mailers, hold them in contempt. Gen- 
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tlemeti who vifit Raffia to pick up money 
by retailing articles oi gallantry, are not the 
beft mafters of politenels ; nor are traders of 
any clafs the beft models for eafe and ele- 
gance in manners and cuftoms. Notwith- 
ftanding, however, thatthefe gentlemen are 
ihiftaken in being the leaders of fafhion 
and tafte in Ruffia, they are of infinite be- 
nefit to the lower and middling ranks of the 
people, who begin to copy after them ia 
many things, and efpecially in vying with 
them in arts and in commerce. 

The EngUfh and Germans, like the Tar- 
tars, by thefe national affemblies, wifh, no- 
doubt, to preferve their own fociety and 
manners pure and unadulterated from the 
Ruffian and all other. I am far from mean- 
ing to ridicule a fociety fo natural as clubs 
of countrymen in foreign nations, when it 
is for the purpofe of being eafier and hap- 
pier together than they could be at all times" 
in mixed company : but it is truly ridicu- 
lous to find, in thofe chofen parties, more 
fplecn, difpute, and uproar, than in the- 
mixed clubs and affemblies, in which the 
prefence of fuperior rank and pclitenefs- 
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commands refped and feis an example. A 
heterogeneous coUedlion of adventurers in 
commerce, pufliiag their fortunes from the 
loweft originals j jealous, and contending 
with each other in all the little arts and 
meanneffes of trade, are not the proper per- 
fons to form fele^: clubs for the purpofes 
of being fecial and happy. They bring 
the recollea:ion of fome contefl upon the 
Exchange with them to their balls : little 
miiids cannot forget fuch things, even in 
the u idfl of focial moments* Were I to 
condekiiid to mentioti their vulgar and 
riotous behaviour upon various occafions, 
it would expofe them to the contempt of 
the world. The Germans and Englifh, and 
all other trading foreigners here, ought to 
efteem it the higheft honour to be admitted 
into the focietj of the Ruffian nobles, and 
gentlemen of Ruffiaj who, poffeffing as 
much family pride as the high ranks of 
other nations, yet knowing it to be the de- 
fire of the fovereign and government, con- 
defcend to mix with, and to treat even with 
refped, every foreigner. In return for this 
Condcfcenfion, the gentry of the ware- 
VOL. I, C c houfe 
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houfe have fuppofed, that it is from the be- 
nefit the Ruffian nobility derive from their 
more civilized deportment at the dancing 
alTembUes, that they are favoured with their 
company ; and that a Ruffian prince comes 
to learn the elegant gait and attitude, the 
graceful ftcp and bow, of a' Britifh retailer 
of hemp. 

I would recommend to thofe foreigners a 
more modeft behaviour. It is a man's greateft 
excellence to ad well in thatprofeffion which 
his fortune, his choice, and his talents have 
provided for him. Many of the foreign mer- 
chants here are men of ability and integrity : 
they ought to reflea upon the confequence 
of the condud I have noticed : it is their 
bufinefs and intereft to conciliate the efteem 
ot a nation among whom they are accumu- 
lating riches. The Ruffians are very fenfi- 
ble of the benefit they derive from the com- 
merce which thole individuals affift in in- 
troducing to the country ; and certainly it 
is for the honour and benefit of the Ruffians 
ot all clalfes, to give all countenance, and 
to Ihew every regard for fuch ufeful mem- 
bers of their ftate. The Ruffians of all 
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i-anks are willing to (hew this countenance 
and regard, but are often forced to with- 
hold both» from the petulance and imperti- 
nence of thofe upon whom they beftow 
fuch attention. Whatever benefit may be 
derived from thofe feied focieties by men 
pinned down by profeffion or connedions 
to one place, at leaft the vagrant part of 
mankind, among which number I mull 
reckon myfeif, can derive imall advantage. 
I did not come here to inform inyfcif of 
the charader, the ci;-floms, or the manners 
of Britons ; their fociety is therefore of no 
life to me. I found various nations here^ 
which I had never feen, and with them I 
aflbciated. Sometimes you would have 
found me in a Finland hut, converfmg by 
means of an interpreter with the family j 
fometimes making love to a Finland or a 
Ruffian girl, which needed no interpreter. 
One day I got half feas over with a Ruffian, 
the next day with a GolTac : nothing can be 
done with the Scythians without the help 
of brandy. 

Whenever any traveller arrived at thepoft- 
houfe, I placed myfeif by his fide ; and having 
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an interpreter at hand, I enquired of him 
whatever related to his journey, or to his 
country. I did not fatisfy myfelf with this } 
I took my pencil and delineated his figure, 
phyfiognomy and drefs. I apologized for 
my curiofity, by telling them ihat their na- 
tion and charader were equally famous in 
all parts of the world, and that I wifhed tO 
carry home with me the pifturesof menwho 
did honour to their fpecies. At my leifure 
hours I compared the different converfations 
with the natives of the fame country or 
province, and found no difficulty in diftin- 
guifhing by the comparifon truth from 
falfehood. 

You would have feen me fometimes fit- 
ting by the highway ; before me paffed a va- 
riety of nations ; fometimes walking with a 
band of gypfies ; at other times journeying 
with a Ruffian boor upon a cart : fome- 
times examining into the houfehold occono- 
my of a Finland matron ; or feated with 
them at a feaft upon their faint's day. Not 
a wedding, nor a chriftening, nor a burial 
occurred, that I did not attend as pundu- 
ally as the clerk of the parilh. 

When 
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When I keep any fociety with my coun- 
trymen, it is with the naval and military 
officers, with many of whom I am inti- 
mately acquainted: from them I obtain 
the moft interefting information at this 
period of the war ; and when they arrive 
from the fcene of aftion, they fubmit 
to be examined by me as before a court 
martial. 

Several of them have written journals of 
the campaign for my ure,and given me plans 
of the different engagements. Such fociety 
undoubtedly is the moft proper for travel- 
lers, who have it in view to attempt the de- 
fcription of nations and of things moft in- 
ftrudive as well as entertaining to mankind. 
Such fociety would be moft proper for all 
men ; but all men have not opportunity 
or inclination. The tafk to inform them 
has devolved as by legacy upon the vagrant 
and unfettled ; or, if you pleafe, upon thofe 
who are nobly infpired with a thirft of 
knowledge ; who value wifdom more than 
riches ; and, accordingly, are feldom in poC» 
feflion of both. 

C c 3 Befides 






f ' '• I 



39° 



LETTERS FROM 



h 



. Befides the mafquerades and private dan- 
cing aflemblies already noticed, both which 

>" '^'' 

feem originally Ruffian amufements (fo con- 
genial are they with their difpofitions), and 
are pradifed even among the lowed orders, 
there are various clubs which ferve at thefiimc 
time as ordinaries, coffee-houfep, ind con- 
cert-rooms ; fome common to the public, 
others to fubfcribers only. The public or- 
dinaries are of a very different defcription 
from thofe in England j for as on the one 
hand there are few taverns or hotels in 
Ruffia, that will bear any comparifon whh 
the houfes in that line in Britain ; io on the 
other the higheft clalTes will dine at the or- 
dinaries, where you find at the fame time 
both cheap entertainment and elegant fo- 
ciety; and into their public ordinary, as well 
as into the private club-rooms, the company 
muft all come, if they mean to dine, at the 
fame hour, which in the latitude of Ruffia, 
and Germany is one o'clock. At this 
hour too Her Imperial Majefty fits down 
to dinner. I very feldoni obferve what we 
Qall feled conapanies together: the fame 
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table ferves «vcry perfon ; and you are en- 
tertained with converfation in various lan- 
guages. The genius of the people delights 
in fuch meetings : they have no relifh for 
retiring with a few friends into a private 
room, though you would imagine that un- 
der an arbitrary government this mode 
might be more agreeable arnl fafe. In 
England, as if we were afraid of being over- 
heard by fome Government fpies, we, for 
the moft part, il:iut ourfelves into fome fnug 
room when we go to public-houfes ; and 
even when we go to cofFee-houfes, where 
our moft open meetings are held, the ge- 
nius of fhynefs and jealoufy {ftU preiides, 
and various partitions and curtains divide 
us from each other. A foreigner, who does 
not know our way, is apt to be taken for a 
pick-pocket by familiarly fitting down by 
the fide of an Englifhman in his curtained 
chamber, and beginning to converfe with 
him. I guefs that the coffee-houfe is not 
originally Englifh : it is a copy of the fo- 
reign ordinary, with additions and improve- 
ments fuited to the reclufe difpofitions of 
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the natives. In England, the diftindions 
among men are moft obferved within doors; 
in Ruffia and other countries, without (io'^<-s. 
The Ruffians of all ranks delighr to nvx 
together, not only in mafquerades, Im; in 
other public places. The greateft refpett be- 
ing at all times paid by inferiors to their 
fuperiors, the fivft are at no trouble to af- 
fume dignity and confequence ; but, on the 
contrary, they are happy at times to hide 
their flars and ribbons under a mafk. In 
England, matters are arranged otherwife: 
the nobility and gentry are particularly at- 
tentive into what company they go. The 
tickets for aflemblies, in order to render it 
difficult for any perfon of inferior rank to 
procure one, are fometimes delivered to la-» 
dies of the higheft quality to diftribute. 
Thus, our higher clafs endeavour to retaliate 
upon the lower their want of refpedl and 
dlftindlion for them in public, 

Her Imperial Majefty gives frequent balls 
»t the palace, and once a year a public 
mafquerade, I can fee Catharine at her 
pard parties like her fubjedsj fhe never 
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fhuts her windows; and the numerous win- 
dows and luftres in a winter's evening have a 
grand fhow, and mark the fpot as the refi- 
dance of majefty. 

The Neva has twice broken its bounds 
in the courfe of this winter. When the 
racing-ground had been fwept, and railed 
in, the thaw commenced, and the race- 
ground was diflblved. The whole round 
of amufements was overturned. The Ruf. 
fians fic very awkwardly in cold feafons in 
the wheel carriages ; and confider it as the 
greateft calannity to be deprived of their 
fledges and ice-hills : but for all this they 
will not part with their fheep-lkins and 
furs. At the beginning of winter the dreft 
is fixed for fix months, without refpe<a of 
thaws, or temperate, mild v/eather ; nay, 
even in the theatres, which are heated with 
ftoves, and where foreigners feel no cold, 
the Ruffians fit in their fur cloaks ; and if 
any accident remove the corners from their 
Ihoulders, they are careful to replace them. 
It would be a new fight to you, to view a 
powdered beau fitting tete-a-tHe in a front 
box with his chere amie^ his white head 
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alone appearing prominent amidft black 
bears' fkins. 

However tenacious the Ruffians are of 
tlieir furs, they part with their hats the 
moment they enter any houfe : the very 
gods themlelves, in the upper gallery, which 
is known here by the name of Paradife, are 
all to a man without their bonnets, and as 
quiet and peaceable as one eould wifh. — 
What a contrail between the theatres upon 
the Continent and an Englilh one ! As we 
furpafs themin the exceIIencebfourplays,our 
adors and fcenery, fo they excel us in their 
attention to what is reprefeated, and in ci- 
vility to each other. The upper gallery in 
an Englifh theatre is a continued fcene of 
riot ; in the firft gallery are frequent dis- 
putes ; and even the pit and boxes are not 
always the regions of politenefs or filence. 
The fractious and unyielding temper of our 
countrymen is highly cenfurable,and throws 
a veil over thofe good qualities which they 
pre-eminently inherit. We never take off 
our hats in the theatres, unlefs during the 
performance of the play. At the end of 
each ait we replace our hats on our heads, 

as 
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as If we felt unoafmefs or fome inferiority 
without them ; and this even in the pre- 
fence of our King, although we certainly 
owe a particular refpeil to thofe whom our 
ancefiors have chofen, and whom we have 
approved for our chief. I muft give you a 
iketch of Jolin Bull in foreign countries ; I 
have witneffed his adherence to old man- 
ners, and I have witneiTed his improve- 
ments. 

A young Londoner, juft arrived here, 
was deteded in the Englifh coiFee-houfe 
readinjj, the rewfpapers with his hat on his 
head, Howevea: ilrange it may appear, his 
countrymen found fault with it. A placard 
was ftuck up on the walls of the coffee- 
room, giving notice, " That any Englifh. 
gentleman (none elfe being admitted), en- 
tering this room, was defired to keep his hat 
off while he remained there." John growl- 
ed at fuch an infult : " I never underftood," 
faid he, " that fuch ceremony was requifit« 
in a coffee-houfe." A gentleman of the 
commercial houfe of Karon Sutherland re- 
plied, " that it was the cullom in Ruffia for 
every perfon to take off his hat, even upon 
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entering any tradefman's (hop." The Eng- 
lifhman declared, he never would comply 
with thofe ridiculous fafhions, and perfift- 
ed in keeping his hat in Jiaiu quo ; yet 
ftretching a point in the caufe of civility 
and good manners, he excufed himfelf upon 
account of a head-ach. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

Rufian Ice Hills. — TVinter Dherfons. — Tra- 
velling Regulations, — Anecdote of a Ruf- 
fian Colonel.—Ceremonies of the Ruffian 
Church, — Of the Religion of ancient Scan- 
dinavia. 

Ingria, April 1791. 

When I am tired of Peterfburg, I retire 
into the country ; and when tired of the 
country, without regarding the feafon of 
the year, I come into the town. The cus- 
toms and manners of the people are to be 
feen at all fcafons ; and wherever I have the 
leafl: opportunity to difcover fomething new, 
there is my refidence. 

The winter ftill comes and goes : I take 
my morning's walk among the Finland vil- 
lages, when the filver froft has embroidered 
the ground. The fun rifes now at an ear- 
lier hour, and promifes fummer again to the 
Ruffians. The Finlanders are diverting 
t-hemfelves upon their ice hills : a Hoping 
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hill faves them the trouble of ereding theiti 
as at Peterfourg. It. is here a very fimple 
entertainment : the lads and lafles, feated 
upon pieces of boards, defcrnd tne hill over 
the frozen fnow, which by this exercife is 
rendered fmooth and hard. At Peterfburg 
the ice hills are a work of labour and art ; 
four ftrong beams of wood are fixed in the 
Neva ice, upon their ends, in the form of a 
fquare ; the top, which is about thirty or 
forty feet from the river, is planked and 
railed at the fides : from the top a platform 
is laid with a fudden defcent reaching to the 
river, and about eight or ten feet in breadth : 
upon this, fquare pieces of ice are placed, be- 
ginning at the bottom ; and water thrown 
upon the icy pavement, foon cements tl^e 
whole into one fheet of ice : a ladder en- 
ables the Ruffians to mount this fquare pil- 
lar, and from the furamit they precipitate 
themfelves upon fkaits, or upon fmall 
wooden machines refembling a boat. ., The 
girls are generally feated before the men, 
who guide the vefTel down the flippery way, 
and which indeed requires the niceft pilot- 
age : for, not with ftanding that the platform is 
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x-alled at the fides, to ftrike againft this rail, 
confidering the velocity of their courfe, is 
equally dangerous as to be toffed over it. 
This rapid defcent gives an equally rapid 
motion to the veflel after its arrival at the 
bottom ; and impels it along for feveral mi- 
nutes upon the frozen bed of the river, 
which is fwept and railed in to mark the 
courfe and to keep off the multitude. Op- 
pofite to the firft ice hill, and where the 
railed courfe terminates, another ice hill is 
ereded. Hei;e the Ruffians again mount 
and return-tQ whence they had come: but, to 
prevent tlie different parties from meeting iu 
paffmg and repaffing, a rail divides the 
courfe, leaving one half for thofc going, 
and the other for thofe returning. 

It is admirable to fee young boys coming 
down thofe flippery precipices upon one 
fkait, with the greateft eafe and addrefs : and 
fo familiar are fuch exereifes to all, that 
even young children of four and five years 
of age, not yet taught to fkait, will never- 
thelefs have their fport; and, throwing them- 
felves upon their breaft, hurl their little bo- 
dies down the declivity, 
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I have here received feveral invltatiotis 
to partake of thofe diverfions. A young 
handfome Ruffian girl, obferving that there 
would be no danger in placing myfelf be- 
flde her, offered to be my guide, and con- 
dud, me fafe into the valley. I was of 
another opinion, and that there would be 
fome danger in placing myfelf befide her J 
I told her fo. She laughed, and repeated that 
there would be no danger. — I ventured | 
the girl held me in her arms. We repeated 
the race — I became fond of the diverfion j 
and the charming glil has promifed, but I 
don't believe her, that 1 ftiall run no danger 
in her arras. 

This inconllant winter occafions much in- 
convenience to travellers : if they begin their 
journey in fledges upon the fnow, in a few 
days the fnow dlifolvcs, and their carriages 
arc ufelefs. They contrive fometimes, how- 
ever, to carry the wheels with their fledges ; 
but this is difagreeable, and adds much to 
the weight of their equipage, and to their 
expence. The pofl; regulations are very 
exaft ; and according to the fize of the carri- 
age, and baggage, and number of paflengers, 
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the number of horfes fpecified muft be ta^ 
ken and paid for. I have noticed a very 
difiDgenuous condua, even in many per- 
fons of rank, in regard to thofe mattera. 
Every traveller muft have an order for poft- 
horfes from the governor of the town from 
\vhence he journeys ; and in this order is 
mentioned the fort of carriage, baggage, 
and number of horfes required : but a falfe 
account is for the moft part given, that an 
order may be got for as few horfes as poffi- 
ble, to evade expence ; and this occafions 
eternal riots with the poft-maflers, who, 
though they have it in their power to act 
agreeably to regulations lodged with them 
by government, yet are overawed by per- 
fons of rank. 

The poftmafter here Is an EngUfliman ; 
he is very obftinate with the Ruffians and 
others; and fometimes he exchanges blows 
with travellers who may be as obilinate in 
infifting upon what is wrong, as he upon 
what is right. 

A thundering fon of Mars was here late- . 
ly. Without much ceremony he began to 
chaftife thepoftillions, whoalitook refuge in 
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the v\'^ood9. He then complained to tlid 
poftmafter, that there~ was no pcrfon to 
drive his carriage. The poftmaftev repri- 
manded the colonel for beating the poftil- 
Kons, and threatened to fend the gentlcmari 
a prifoner to Peterfburgh, which, he faid, 
his orders fully entitled him to do with any 
perfon ftriking a poftillion while under the 
eye of the poilmafter. The colonel ftorm- 
cd, and endeavoured to terrify the poil- 
mafter into compliance xvlth his humour : 
this would not do ; and when the officer 
had calmed, the poftmafter fent for the 
poftillions, and they went with the colonel, 
who firft came under a promife not to 
ahufe them. 

The Ruffian calendar is crowded with 
faft-days ; but in winter they continue for_ 
fix weeks at a time. This fortunately hap- 
.'pens at a feafon when fifli is in greater plen-* 
ty, and cheaper than at arty other ; and fuch 
food alone is ufed dm-ing faft-days. I have 
no objections to keeping Lent ; to abftain 
from animal food, and to confider this as a 
religious duty : but why do the Greeks and 
J,atins return with fuch avidity to gorman- 
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difing and drunkennefs ? nay, even during 
faft-days, the priefts as well as laity indulge 
in potent libations. There is ari inconfift- 
ency in atfeding to abftain from one or 
two gratifications of fenfe, while the groiT- 
eft appetites are frequently indulged with- ' 
out contfoul by way of compenfation, 
*rhcre are few religious feds who have not 
fuch inconfiftencies and abfurdities. Thatre- 
ligion which requires few priefts, the invent- 
brsof crafty ceremonies, v/illalways befound 
to l3e the beft, becaufe fimplicity of manner 
in worihip is moft agreeable to the law of 
nature, and of courfe to the God of nature* 
A cheerful heart is a prayer: a good con- 
fcience adoration. The forms of religious 
.duties fliould be few and fimple, and they 
will then be fincere. Ceremony has evef 
been an enemy to fincerity. 

Saturday evening laft, I Went, accompa- 
nied by an acquaintance and a Ruffian na- 
val officer, to the monaftery of St. Sergius. 
It Vv'as to obferve the ceremonies of the 
Greek church, in commemoration of the re- 
furredion of our Saviour. That monaftery 
Is fituated in a wood upon the Ihore of the 
D d 2 gulph 
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gulph of Finland. We proceeded on foot 
by the edge of the foreft leaduig to this 
facred fpot : it was the dead of night ; 
the weather ftormy and cold : the moon 
(hot her beams through the trees — fhe had 
juft rifen from the plain behind them. We 
arrived at the wall-gates of St. Sergius, 
which were fhut — the monks were alleep ; 
and the watchman told us we could not 
obtain admittance but by an order from the 
fuperlor. Or.e of the monks looked out 
from the window of his cell ; and being 
foon admitted, ws were invited by the 
monk to take Ihelter from the bitter blaft, 
under his roof. His ' bed, fpread upon a 
bench, took up the greateftpart of the room: 
on a fhelf were placed a few volumes in the 
Ruffian language, a loaf of bread and a ba- 
fon of milk. He offered to entertain us 
with what he had. The monks here are 
not fo wealthy, and cannot afford to live fo 
- Juxuriouily as they do in other countries. 
The clock ftruck one ! — the monk croffed 
himfelf, and heaved a deep figh. We heard 
the cannon at Peterfburgh announce the 
glorious moment ! The bells of the monaf- 
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tery were fet a-ringing, to give notice to the 
monks and the neighbouring villagers. We 
were now allowed to eriter the outer hall 
of the chapel, in which glimmered two 
or three difmal tapers, jufl enabling us to 
fee a fncred painting, to which the monks 
andpeafants bowed, ^nd croffed themfelves, 
as tliey entered. After waiting here a con- 
fiderable time, we were admitted into the 
chapel, where the prieft of the white, or 
clergyman, read the fervice in a very rapid 
manner, and the monks or priefts of the 
black chanted hymns. On a table w^as 
fprcad a picture reprefenting the body of 
Chrift. Three monks of the higher orders, 
drefied in their official habits, carried it 
away as if for interment. From the altar 
afcended a cloud of incenfe, and the bifhops 
taking the falver threw the perfume upon 
the facred paintings and among the people. 
They went in proceffion to different parts 
of the nionaftery, throwing incenie upon 
the pi£lures of the faints — the people fol- 
lowed. The monks remaining in the cha- 
pel, affifled by young boys, chanted hymns. 
The chapel was lighted up with innumera- 
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ble wax candles, whofe flame, refle<Sted from 
the gilded paiatings and other ornaments, 
fhewed the facred magnificence of the place. 
The howling of the winds without doors, 
and the tranfient moon-beain, gave addi- 
tional folemnity to this mid.vight-fcene. 

The chief bifhop prayed, and fung hymns 
in the inner temple at the altar.- — The can- 
dles were moftly extinguiilied — the bifhops 
brought forth the crofs — the people crowded 
around them to kifs both the crofs and the 
bifhops. Chrijius vo/his, i. e. Ghrift is rifen! 
refounded from every mouth— the people 
kificd one another. The priefts are now 
fatisfied with harmlefs incenfe. They for- 
merly delighted in fprinkling human blood 
upon the altars, and the God of mercy was 
worihipped by mitred furies, holding up to 
him the entrails of his creatures ! The pow- 
er which religious fanaticifm has over the 
minds of the herd of mankind, no doubt 
gave the firft idea to crowned heads of unit- 
ing the offices of prieil and king. Odin 
was the chief prieft as well as fovereign of 
the north. 'The fmiple offerings of fruits 
and ilov/ers were difufed after his arrival, 

and 



cm 



2 3 



9 10 11 12 13 14 



SCANDINAVIA. 407 

and incenfe produced from offerings more 
becoming a warrior prieft and king. The 
northern priefts, from this example, cover- 
ed the altars upon every occafion with 
blood. The captives in time of war, or 
flaves in time of peace, were the ordinary 
vi£liras ; but the priefts were not always fa- 
ti|fied with fuch mean offerings. In great 
calamities, when the people thought they 
had fome oceafion to attribute them to the 
king, even him they facriiiced as the higheft 
offering in order to obtain divine favour. In 
Ifeis manner, Mallet, the firft king of Verm- 
land, was burnt in honour of Odin, to put 
an end to a great dearth, as we read in the 
Hiftory of Norway. The kings in their 
turn did not fpare the blood of their fub- 
jedlSj and many of tbem even flied the blood 
of their children. Hacon, king of Norway, 
offered his fon a facrifice to obtain a vi6lory 
over his enemy Harold. Aune, king of 
Sweden, devoted to Odin the blood of nine 
fons, to prevail on that god to prolong his 
life. The ancient hiftory of Norway a- 
bounds in fimilar examples. Thefe viiTtims 
were either ftrangled or knocked on the 
D d 4 head. 
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head. The blood flowing from the victims 
in a greater or lefs quantity prefaged good 
or bad ; and it was fprinkled among the 
people, upon the facred groves, upon the 
altars, upon the Walls of the temples, and 
upon the images of their gods. 

We returned home about five o'clock in 
the morning — the fun reddened in the ea|l. 
I went to bed, but was foon awakened from 
fieep with voices fmging along the road. 
It was a party of Ruffian girls, who gave 
kifles and demanded them of every perfon 
they met. Chr'ijlus vofiiis I re- echoed from 
every quarter. Thefe rejoicings continued 
for a week. 

Sways are erected in the Ruffian villages: 
the lads and laffes are feated upon a broad 
deal board, fufpended horizontally by ropes 
to a crofs beam above, fixed to two pofts 
ftuck in the earth. The company fing 
while they are fawing the air. Two girls 
ftand, one upon each end of the plank, and 
give it motion, by preffing the weight of 
their bodies alternately upon the ends where 
they are placed. Others get into carts, and 
drive them about the villages ; the young . 
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nymphs and fwains exerting their vocal 
powers in their beft manner, and clothed 
in their moft gaudy trappings. The older 
people get drunk, and are every where tum- 
bling about the highways ; the more fober 
^re feen fupporting their drunken friends. 
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t E T T E R XXXIV. 

Contraft of Climates and Manners. — I'der /, 
imports foreign Birds into RuJJia to inhabit 
the Forefs. — Of Birds, Natives of RuJJia. — 
RuJJian Climate^ and of the heji Means to 
freferve Health in Northern Regions. — 
Settlements of Europeans in Greenland. 

Ingria, Maj? 1791. 

This is the fecond winter in which I 
have trode the Scythian fnows, and heard 
rude Boreas thundering around me in his 
native kingdoms. The fun is upon his 
annual vifit to the antardic pole, and has left 
us to grope our way amidft the northern 
lakes and woods. The ardlic hemifphere is 
crufled over with ice ; the woods are planted 
in cryftal fields ; the wild animals with cau- 
tious fteps walk along the flippery defert. 

Peter 1., as if to cheer the difmal fcene 
furrounding his capital city, did not confine 
his improvements to the earth alone; he 
imported a variety of birds, natives of fouth- 
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ern climates, and gave them the northera 
fties to range in. While the fummer laftr 
ed, they produced a new n^elody In the Fin- 
land woods J but no fooner did grim win.? 
ter approach than they fied or perifhed : 
yet even here, belldes the nightingale, are 
native fongfters having the fweeteft notes, 
the black-bird, the thrufh, and, what will 
amaze you more, than all thefe, the Finland 
fparrov/. This fpecies of the fparrow is de- 
corated with the moft lively and beautifully 
coloured plumage, and the age of the bird 
is known by the annual changes in its 
liveries : their notes are loud and fhrill j 
but thofe I have feen being caught when 
old, I had no opportunity of obferving if 
they were eafily taught to imitate founds: 
their natural fongs however abundantly re- 
pay the charge of keeping them prifoners. 
They rattle their chains, and make the 
houfe echo with native woodland ditties. 

The vocal performers are not numerous 
ip the northern aerial orcheftra ; and to this 
fcarcity may be attributed the fevere laws 
againll the deftroyers even of rooks: indeed, 
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unlefs this fpecles are very numerous, they 
are as neceffary ia aerial concerts as bafs 
players in our operas : nor do I know to 
which to give preference ; to the fpring 
mufic of the linnet and the lark, or to the 
autumnal oratorios of the crows, while I 
wander through the foreft. But niy fa-, 
vourlte bird is the fnow-bird o-f Ruilia, of 
the fame family, I prefume, with robin red 
breaft. His vifits are limited to the win-? 
ter feafon. When the nightingale, the liur 
net, the black-bird, the thrufh, have deferted 
the Ruffians ; when the bear and wolf have 
retreated for fhelter to their caves ; the fnow-r 
birds, clothed in white robes, undiflinguifli- 
able from the powdered bufhes on which they 
reft their feet, come in millions, and chirp 
upon every naked tree and flu'ub. In re-r 
turn for this friendly fociety, the murder- 
ous- gun and villanous net are ufed by 
the human natives to deftroy them, and 
the tables of the voluptuary fmoke with 
this facritice. The fnow-bird is of a very 
fmall and delicate Ihape, nearly refembling 
thofe fi"om the illands of Canary. ' 
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The furs and ftovcs bid defiance to cold j 
an nnltbrm froft, while the earth Is co- 
vered with Inow, is tiie moft. defirable 
weather: the fnovv is the Ruffian win- 
ter carpet; every road is clean and eafy 
while it remains, and the air pure and 
healthful. 

The feverity of the northern climate is 
alleviatedj not merely by the aid of furs 
and ftoves, buthy a regimen of diet, v^/hich, 
however, is little attended to by the Ruf- 
fians. It has been found that faked meats 
are the word nourifhment for the inhabi- 
tants of northern countries, and yet the 
northern people are fondeft of fait mefles. 
Warm countries producethis pickle: whether 
it he true, that nature provides in every 
country food the moft proper for the in- 
habitants, I fhall not decide ; but I fliould 
think that a very fmall cjuantity of fait is re- 
quired for our conftitution, in all climates. 

The-Hamburghers, or the Hollanders, at 
an early period attempted to eftabliih colo- 
nies of feamen in Greenland, for the pur- 
pofe of killing feals during winter. The 
failors left there vpere furniflied with every 
o necef- 
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hecefiary : commodious houfes were buift^ 
and plentifully ftored with all manner of 
cured provifions, clothes, firewood, &cci 
The colonifts no doubt had enjoyed them- 
felvesj caroufing within doors^ and fre- 
quently getting drunk: when the teflels 
arrived the enfuing feafon from Holland, 
the colonifts were found dead in their hutSj 
having evidently died of fcorbutic difeafePj 
occafioned not lefs from eating falted meats 
than frorti drinking fpirituous liquorsj and 
indulging themfelves in thofe lazy habitSj 
the ordinary refult of intemperance and of 
fcorbutic affe£tionSi 

In the laft century eight Englifhrtleil 
Were left accidentally by their fhips in 
Greenland, deftitute of every neceifaryj 
without a houfe, and with no other clothes 
than the jackets upon their backs. Necef- 
fity, the parent of invention, made a houfe 
of their boat : with this, which they placed 
bottom upwards, fecuring themfelves from 
the encroachment of cold by boards and mofsj 
they made fliift to live with tolerable com- 
fort. A few articles which they had in the 
boat when feparated from the fhip, as pieces 
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oi iron, a hatchet, a muflcet, a kettle, &c. 
enabled them to make fome other neceffary 
implements to drefs their vidluals, and the 
mufket to kill bears and feals, which they 
fed upon ; and hunger made them relifli 
thofe unfavoury meffes, and without any- 
prior pickling of any kind : but it was this 
circumftance, the being deprived of fait, 
•which preferved their lives; the extreme 
froft did not require the affiftance of fait in 
curing meats ; and if fait is prejudicial in 
cold countries, the inhabitants of them can 
do very well without it. The Greenland 
fifliers arriving in the fummer found thofe 
accidental colonifts in good health, and as 
fat and fair as the fliarp climate, and bears* 
furloins with a fliarp appetite could make 
them. 

The Ruffians feveral times attempted in 
Vain to fettle a few colonifts in Nova Zera- 
bla and Spitfbergen, to which, however^ 
they yearly go in parties to hunt and filh^ 
It happened, about thirty or forty years ago,- 
that remaining too long in the country, their 
velTels were furrounded and frozen in the 
iields of ice. They fortunately recovered 
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from tlieir fli'ips the moft confiderable pjirt 
of the materials. They conftvu£led a 
houfe, which they underftood how to 
fecure againft the cold, better than the 
EngUfli mariners ; and- befides that, they 
knew how to build a ftove, the only 
poffible expedient to preferve warmth in 
northern apartments. Y/ith all thefe ad- 
vantages the Ruffians caft a lingering look, 
during the eight long years of their con- 
finement, towards their native country, and 
to that quarter of the ocean, upon which 
they expected velTels to appear : the fhort 
fummers foon paiTed away, and the winters 
again involved them in darknefs and de- 
fpair. They maintained therafelves as well 
as they could with wild animals caught 
with fnares, a method they had learned at 
home, and which here was very requifite, as 
they had but a fraail quantity of powder : 
they likewife caught id the feafon a fuffi-*-. 
cient ftock of iilli for the winter. Their 
fait and fpirits were foon expended : the 
froft cured their provifions, and even Ruf- 
fians learned to be healthful and warm 
without either fait or brandy ; and although 

fever al 



1 



cm 



10 11 12 13 14 15 



SCANDINAVIA. 



417 



feveral died of fcorbiitic habits, which are 
iiourifhed chiefly by lazinefs, the being 
deprived of their favourite meffes and 
brandy unqiieftionably prelirved the lives 
of thofe who remained, at the arrival of 
a fhip from Archangel. It is worth re- 
cording, that upon their arrival at Arch- 
angel, the wife of one of the people, who 
had long deplored the lofs .of her huftand, 
fiippofed to have been loft at fea, obferving, 
and juft recolledting her hufband, as he 
landed, ran up to him and fainted in his arms. 
Thefe examples prove, in the moft con- 
vincing manner, that the ufe of fpirituous li- 
quors, as well as of too much fait, is prej udicial 
to the conflitution in cold countries; and that 
exercife, next to wholefome provifions, is the 
beft preferver of every animal's exiftence. 

I do not remember to have noticed 
any obfervation in regard to v.'hat is the 
warmeft drefs for the human or other 
bodies. I think that a coat or covering of 
feathers would exceed, in warmth, any 
other clothing. I draw this conclufion 
from the circumflance of the fnow-bird 
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wandering through the coldeli &ies, an^ 
even delighting in them, while the wildeft 
quadruped that treads the northern defer£ 
feeks flielter iu the caves of mountains or 
in the recciTes of the foreft. This clothing 
could not be fitted to the human bqdy fo 
conveniently as our linens, cottons, filks, 
and woollens, and the furs of quadrupeds. 
This mull be the reafon that the northern 
nations are not clothed a la mode des oifeaux. 
Were the feathered creation generally as 
large in fize as quadrupeds, and could they 
be ftripped of tlie Ikin and feathers in the 
fame manner as quadrupeds of their Ikia 
and hair, it would then be equally com- 
modious to wear the one. or the otker. 
Furs would be of fuiall ufe, if the hair was^ 
torn from the fkin, however ingenioufly it 
might be put upon woollen cloth or other 
lluii : the feathers or hair once difplaced can 
never adume again the elegance and warmth 
which the hand of nature gave theiTJ. 

But why do I led:ure upon heat to a 

Briton, who defpifes all warmth, iuilefs 

what he derives from political diicuffions^ 
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Upon the nature of liberty ? He perfifts in 
following the example of his anceftors, who 
marched naked : we are ftill naked though* 
not painted Britons. Even the Britifih la- 
dies will not wear a fur cloke ; yet, as if they 
wiflied to {hew that they meant no dlfre- 
fped to old Winter, they take notice of him 
as he pafTes ; they pay him the compliment 
to wear an edging of fur round their gowns, 
and condefcendtooto wearamufF. The win- 
ter drefs of Britons is rather the etiquette 
of fafhion than clothing. We are almoft 
afhamed to appear in a great coat. There 
is a confiderable degree of foppery as well 
as hardinefs in this cuftom ; and I believe 
that moft of our young men of fafhion 
would have no obje6lion to a comfortable 
great coat, if they did not confider this ap- 
pendage as hiding their elegant perfons too 
much from public view. In walking, a 
great coat is lefs neceflary ; but in an open 
carnage, unlefs the weather is warm, it is 
abfolutely fo, when the body has little ex- 
ercife, and the cold is increafed by moving 
quickly, efpecially if the wind be in our 
E e 2 face. 
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face. Our charioteers, however, hang their 
great coats upon the back of their gigs, to 
fliew at leaft that their difufe of clothes is 
not a ftratagem to fave money, or with 
any view to cheat the taylor or the ma- 
nufatSlurer of employment. The many dif- 
eafes originating in thefe foolilh practices 
among my countrymen, make the fubjeil 
interefting, and induce me to dwell the 
more particularly upon it. 
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Contrajl of CharaSler of different Nations — 
the EngVifb — the Germans—the Ruffian 
Men and Women, — Cnjloms and Manners 
of the Kiffians. — Erroneous Opinions of fe- 
deral Writers refpe£ting the Chara5ler of 
the Riffians, 



St. Peterfburg, May 1791. 

1 HIS' metropolis is a colledlion of all na- 
tions — of native Scythians, and of the de- 
fcendants of the ancient Scythians, who 
emigrated from their country, and are now 
returning back in fmall parties under their 
new names, of Englifh, Scotch, Germans, 
&c. 

The original inhabitants, who ftlll re- 
main in Scythia, ftare at their brethren, 
who have learned various arts, invented by 
the neceffities to which their vagrant emi- 
grations naturally fubjeded them. Their 
fathers wonder at the improvements of thefe 
travellers, and copy from their fons. They 
E e 3 are 
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are cutting down their forefts, and building 
cities ; tilling the ground, fo wing and reap^ 
ing. The coarfe fkins of animals are exi- 
changed for clothing of woollen manufadure. 
It is a curious contraft, to fee upon one 
hand the European artift working with nu- 
merous and the fineft tools, and the Scy- 
thian conftruaing every thing he wants 
with the ax and hammer only. He fells 
the trees and builds a houfe in the courfe of 
a day or two ; he furnifhes it with equal ex- 
pedition. His veffels are conftru<aed and 
launched as if by magic. What then is the 
fuperiority of European arts ? Luxury puts 
in a word, and illuftrates thefe advantages. 
Ambition feconds her with powerful argu, 
ments. , 

Confidering the fhortnefs of life, we have 
put ourfelves to a vaft trouble in contriving 
conveniences we are not to enjoy. Were 
we contented with fimplicity, we might have 
more time to ftudy the beft of all arts and 
fcicnces, mor^l vvifdom. But the tide of 
eafe, ^nd elegance, and tafte, as they are 
called, is not to be ftemmed : fo, taking the 
world as it goes, I will quietly embark up- 
on 
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on this fafhionable ftrcam, and away as the 
current drives me. 

Men poflefs various characters, as go- 
vernment, climat^, and other circnmftances 
give the inclination. Women, more imi- 
formly occupied in onepurfuit, that of houfe- 
hold occonomy and the care of their children, 
have more uniform charaders ; and as they 
are naturally more mild in their difpofitlon, 
they have every fuperiority to us in thofe 
arts which render fociety raoft agreeable. 
The contraft betwixt the hufband and wife 
of Ruffia is ftriking ; conceive to yourfelf a 
young lamb in the paws of a bear ; I fpeak 
of the common ranks : yet the Ruffian is 
very amorous, and as fond and placable as 
his nature will admit. 

Marriage v/oiild be the happieft of all 
flates, if it were poffible to have a wife as 
handfome as the EngliHi and German, and 
fl$' rhild and loving as the Ruffian ladies. 

The Ruffian huiband, with all his boor- 
ifhnefs, is not fo anxious to fhew his autho- 
rity as the wife to fhew her obedience. It 
is rather diftreffingto fee the meek creature 
carefully picking her fteps behind thofe of 
E e 4 her 
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her bearded lord ; watching his looks, and 
adtuated by the fame pains and pleafures. 
The amorous complexion of the Ruffian 
males for their women renders this haughty 
demeanour unaccountable. How fhall we 
explain the myftery ? I fuppofe it arifes 
from the ancient form of patriarchal go- 
vernment. As the Ruffians are fond huf- 
bands, their importance is no doubt rather 
affiatned from cuftom than inclination. 

It is a curfed cuftom which obliges a 
man to affiame a diftance from the lovely 
partner of his life ; but if wives, thus treat- 
ed, are the mildeft and moft obedient, the 
cuftom will not feem fo abfurd. The truth 
is however, that cuftom, more than any dif- 
tindion in the nature of mankind, regu- 
lates every thing. An Englifh woman is 
not bred up from her infancy to live in fear 
of awful man: a Ruffian woman is taught 
from her childhood her inferiority to the 
male : an Englifh woman will not therefore 
fubmit to the fame treatment from her huf- 
band j nor will harfh treatment have the 
fame effea upon her as upon the Ruffian 
wives. 

The 
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The married women in this country, to 
ftiew that they have quitted the vanities of 
the fex upon their wedding-day, tie up 
ever afterwards their flowing hair beneath 
the napkin, which is the uniyerfal head- 
drefs. However, they preferve the right 
of ornamenting their clothes with gold lace, 
and are very Hne on holidays. It would 
appear that to be fat, is eftecmed to be beau- 
tiful; the married are generally as round as 
good living can make them : this habit of 
body certainly defends from the cold, and 
thereby ferves a double purpofe. 

The Ruffians, like all Afiatic nations, are 
full of compliment and ceremony. A com- 
mon boor will continue half an hour records 
ing your titles, and loading you wuh his 
good breeding. This feems inconiiftent 
with his rough manners; he cannot help his 
awkwardnefs and roughneis in the midft of 
all this : his awkwardnefs is the quality of 
his body; his clyiHty the quality of his 
mind: or, let it be granted, that his cere- 
monious civility, like that of more civilized 
nations, is without any meariing, the Ruf, 
fuins are not worfe than they are. The 
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xvoraen are ftill more civil than the men ; 
their difcourfe from beginning to end is one 
continued compliment : they falute you" at 
every period by bovping their head ; and 
continue fmjling, and talking, and bowing, 
cot knowing when or where to flop. 

There is one circumftance much to be 
regretted ; the prevailing cuftom of painting 
their faces: it hides a lively and animated 
countenance as with a mafk : and even the 
fallow hue given them by the heat of their 
ftoves, would, vpith the aid of fuch anima^ 
tion, be more inviting than the plaftered 
vifage acquired by the ufc of rouge. 

What is remarkable, while the Ruffian fe- 
male is wdiitening and reddening her cheeks, 
fhe is at the fame time employed in black- 
ening her teeth ; which have, from this 
abominable pradice, the moft difgufting 
appearance, and give the idea of difeafe 
every time they open their mouths. When 
I afked them the reafon, they faid It was 
the fiifhipn of their country ; and others re- 
plied, that the teeth of brute animals were 
white. I have been told, that the Hindoo 
ladies afFed to have their teeth black. To 
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order to" march to an attack. Paffive valour 
may anfwer in the open field of battle, army 
againft army ; but in fcaling walls fomething 
more is required. I need only mention 
Oczakow and Ifraael to bring to every one's 
recolle£tion the active courage of the Ruf- 
fians. In fa£t, they have fomething more 
than adive courage, and poffefs-too great a 
degree of ferocity. A Ruffian peafant and 
a Ruffian foldier are very different beings : 
the former never receives an order for an 
attack to give him the opportunity of dif- 
playing his natural difpofition ; and his paf- 
fivenefs in a fituation he cannot mend by 
adive virtues, has given him a fiditious 
appearance and a fiditious charader. 

A Ruffian, in the habit from his infancy 
to look upon his lord and emperor as gods, 
has no more idea of breaking this chain of 
thought, than a prifoner of breaking the 
ftrongeft real chains with which every limb 
is riveted. Both the peafant and the pri^ 
foner may, nolwithftanding thi<;, inherit 
very adive difpofitions. 
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Of the mojl celebrated Travellers to the North. 
— Account of Lapland and of the Lapland- 
ers.— Climate of Lapland— Houfes~Pro- 
vlfiofis.—RefleSllons upon the lefl Method 
of improving and cultivating barbarous 
Nations. — Lapland Commerce. — Manner 
of Travelling. 

May 1791. 

1 ARTARY is the mother country cf 
Europe, and particularly of the northern 
parts : the natives of Tartary form the firft 
fliade; thofe of the banks of the Wolga 
and the middle regions of Siberia, the fe- 
eond; and the inhabitants of Lapland, of 
Samoieda, Jakutza and the other countries 
upon the Frozen Ocean, the third and dark- 
eft Ihadc. Removed from the eye of the 
civilized nations of Europe, little is known 
concerning them. Here are few produc- 
tions to invite, and the difficulty of com- 
munication, 
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munication prevents the intercourfe wit^ 
foreigners. Commercial intercourfe, which 
lias opened all nations to each other, is fliiit 
by frozen feas or by inimenfe deferts. Man- 
kind have found out the abodes of mankind 
in fearching for gold and filver, not from a 
thirft of knowledge : it is Philofophy which 
has explored fhores and wildernefies where 
knowledge alone is to be found. M. Gme- 
lin, M. Pallas, Muller, Steller, and Krafke- 
ninicoff, have explored, at the defire and at 
the expence of Her Imperial Majcfty, the 
northern deferts of Siberia and Kamtfchatka. 
Linnxus, Maupertuis, Thrud, Leem, Le 
Monnier, and Jutterberg, have given the 
beft accounts of Lapland. It is chiefly 
from the accounts of thefe writers, and 
from perfonal converfation with other tra* 
Tellers into Siberia, that I have drawn anec* 
dotes of the people of that countr)'-. 

Ruffia, when it added a part of Swedifh 
Finland to its territory, added likewife a pro- 
portion of the rocks and fnow of Swedifh 
Lapland bordering upon the White Sea* 
Lapland, the utmoft extremity of Scandi- 
navia, 
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navia, Is divided between Denmark, Swe- 
den, and Ruffi a: the inhabitants are a dif- 
iina people from the Ruffians, Swedes, 
and Danes. Conceive to yourfelf a coun- 
try formed as it were by a colledion of 
mountains from all the other parts ©f the 
■world, and covered, or rather loaded, with 
ice and fnow, from the pole — this is Lap- 
land. Conceive too the mqft uncouth fquat. 
figure poffibJe, clothed in dirty Ikins o£ 
beafts — this is the Laplander. But this. 
country, fay the natives, was the paradife 
in which our firfl: parents dwelt, and from 
which all nations have their origin. Placed 
upon the top of the globe, they efteem them- 
felves aiiove all mankind. They are of di- 
vine origin ! Probably the gods of the an- 
cients were fuppUed from Lapland : their 
chief arts at this day prove them of celef- 
tial breed : they are manufa£turers of thun- 
der, lightning, hail, and ftorms. With all 
thefeaccompliihments, the rein-deer is cer- 
tainly the moft valuable and refpedable in- 
habitant of Lapland. 

The Laplanders, entirely unacquainted 
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with agncukure, are all huntfmen and fiA- 
ermen. Their fouthern mafters have made 
feveral fruidefs attempts tp cultivate the 
natives and their foil : not only their preju- 
dices, but the pole muft be removed, before 
they can fucceed in either attempt. It has 
been obferved by one of the writers upon 
Lapland, that Nature, carefully overlooking 
her works, and that none of them, however 
barren and unhofpitable, be altogether defert- 
ed, has certainly direded the flight of innu- 
merable birds of paflage to Lapland in fum- 
mer. But how fhall we account for the re- 
fidence of men in-thefe frozen regions? 
how ihall we account for the preference 
•which the human natives give this country 
to all others ? It is poflible to entice the 
Italian from Italy, but not the Laplander 
from his mountains, rocks, and v/reaths of 
fnow. The German, the Spaniard, the 
Portuguefe, the French, and even the Briton, 
is for ever changing his country. Is this 
a proof that nature is befl fatisfied with fim- 
plicity or with luxury ? Were fmiplicity of 
manners accompanied with cleanlinefs or 
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perfon and drefs, and free from grovelling 
fuperftition, fuch fituation perhaps would 
be moll enviable, and moft confiftent with 
the nature of happinefs. 

A winter of nine months' continuance 
forbids every attempt to cultivate the foil ; 
which, befides, is poor and thin. The Lap- 
landers too, approving themfelves the genu- 
ine defcendants of the Tartars, deteft agri- 
cultural labours. The Swediflb government 
placed fmall colonies of farmers in that quar- 
terof Lapland belonging to it: thej cleared the 
grounds, they tilled and fowed, but did not 
reap. They diftreffed the natives by fetting 
the woods on fire, the fhelter of the hearts 
upon which they greatly depend for fubiift^ 
ence, as well as deprived them of a necefla- 
ry, and the only fuel they have. The in- 
tentions of the Swedes were humane ; but 
it is impracticable to render the Lap- 
landers any fervice in this way: it remains 
only to aflift them in making their fitua- 
tion as comfortable as their country and 
climate will admit of. 

June, July, and Auguft, are the only 
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months during which the lands are with- 
out a covering of fnow, and the lakes and 
rivers, of ice. This is, confequently the 
feafon of grazing their herds, and for filh- 
ing. The rivers produce great variety of 
fifh, and the ocean upon their coafts fuch as 
furnifli oil,ufed by the natives both. as food, 
and for their lamvps to light up within their 
huts the dreary winter. 

With September winter approaches : the 
fnowy fhdwers and chilling frofts again take 
pofleffion of the land and feas. The herds 
of rein- deer are folded, and the Laplander 
kindles a fire in his hut to warm hirafelf. 
The conftruaion of their huts does no cre- 
dit to the ingenuity of the natives,, who in 
fome other inftances difcover a confiderable 
degree of ability. The Lapland winter hut 
is exaftly the figure of a cone or fugar loaf, 
'conftrufted by means of poles' ftuck in the 
earth, forming a circle and inclining nearly 
to a point at the top : thefe poles are co- 
vered upon the outfide with mofs and earth, 
and towards the hottom to a great- thick- 
nefs. Snow and ice is the laft flating which 
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the hut receives. The inhabitants have not 
always fufficient room to ftand upright with- 
in thefe awkward manfions ; and, to add to 
their inconvenience, they are involved in a 
continued cloud of fmoke, the effence of 
•wet fuel. The fire is made diredly under 
an aperture at the top of the hut, which 
ferves rather to let in the cold, than to let 
•out the fmoke. The door is a imall hole 
at the lower fide of the hut, through which 
the Laplander and his family enter or go 
out upon all fours. This family, rolled up 
in furs, fleep around the fire, fomented with 
the fmoke and various fcents inclofed in 
their lodging. Their v^inter provluons, 
confifting of fifh, whale oil, and theflcfli of 
wolves, elks, and bears, being cellared in 
the corner of the hut, afford very delicious 
flavours: but all this, the fmoke no doubt 
excepted, is Lapland luxury ; and when 
compared to what is called luxury in 
other parts of the world, it will puzzle the 
moft profound naturalift to decide which is 
which. By luxury are certainly meant in- 
creafed enjoyments of whatever fort wa 
F f 2 think 
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think fweeteft to our fenfes. The luxuries 
of polifhed nations have effeminated them, 
and with increafed momentary fits of hap- 
pinefs have increafed their difeafes, and 
fhortened the period of their Uves. The 
luxury of a Laplander is, to be wrapped in 
furs during winter, to fcorch fome favourite 
part of his body at the fire, to eat bears' 
flefli, and to drink whale oil: as thefe lux- 
uries do not increafe his difeafes, nor fhort- 
en the period of his exiftence, I fhould, for 
my own part, efteem the Lapland luxury 
the beft. 

It is a grand rule among politicians, that 
to make a people indufirious the beft me- 
thod is, to increafe their wants, by giving 
them a tafte for fomething they did not 
know of before. It might however have 
been a prudent condudl in the Ruffians, 
Danes, and Swedes, to have confidered, 
firft, what was in the power ©f the Lap- 
landers to obtain by additional induftry. 
Without confidering this circumftance, the 
fame political rule may deftroy one people 
while it raifes another. For iqftance, the 
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ioU of Lapland, of the countries bordering 
upon the Northern ocean, Samoyedi, Tun- 
goufi, Yukaghiri, to the fartheft corners of 
the European and Afiatic continent to the 
north and eaft, Tchuktchi, Thorinki, and 
Kamtfchatka, are cither altogether barren, or 
rendered by climate next to incapable of 
cultivation. I cannot perceive the proprie- 
ty of introducing unknown luxuries into 
fuch countries, in exchange for which the 
inhabitants have nothing to fpare, and can 
have nothing to fpare even after the greatell 
exertions ot induftry. The three northern 
governments are highly culpable in perailt- 
ting traders to enter among the natives of the 
pole. Nature has beftowed upon them a 
little ; with that little they are fatisfied,. and 
they cannot have more, without parting 
with what makes them happy, in exchange 
for what makes them wretched. 

i A brandy merchant arrives in the north- 
ern deferts : his arrival is announced in 
every hut and village. The inhabitants 
crowd around him as a deity : they return 
repeatedly to their llores for the furs which 
F f 3 the 
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the hardfhips of many a long chafe has pro-? 
cured to them : they give the moft valuable 
furs for as much brandy as they can drink 
in a few minutes. They next give away 
the flcins they ufe for clothing ; and the fifh, 
their provifion in winter, for another and 
another draught of brandy. The merchant 
demands a greater quantity of articles for 
his poifon, as the thirft of his cuftomers in* 
creafes; and many of them are unable to 
purchafe the fmalleft quantity of meal, hav- 
ing expended their whole riches upon this 
bewitching liquor ; and given away fur^ 
from two to ten and twenty pounds value 
each for three or four fhillings worth of 
brandy. ~ -•'*,• 

• The introduaion of luxuries, heing at- 
tended with fuch fatal effeds, ought in- 
ftantly to be prohibited. The refpcdive 
governments may render the natives much 
fervice, without urging them either to agri- 
cultural employments, or to drink brandy. 
To build for them convenient huts and vil- 
lages ; and to force the people, if neceflary, 
.to dwell in fuch ; encouraging them at the 
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fame tiine by the example of fettlers mixed 
with them, to domeftic comfort and cleanli- 
nefs, would be wortliy the attention of the 
cabinet of the moft mighty empire. Thefe 
fettlers would find abundance of employ- 
ment in fupplying the natives v,ath meal aad 
a few other neceflaries ; and to which arti- 
cles this commerce fhould be llridly limitedi 
The natives of the Pole might be rendered 
happy at a fmall expence ; and the revenue 
in furs, which they do at prefent and can af- 
ford to give, would abundantly repay their 
.fovereigns. Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark 
have large tra£ls of land uncultivated in tem- 
perate climates ; let thefe be cultivated be- 
fore th^y break up the foil beyond the ardic 
circle ; and where the foil and climate in- 
vite culture, they may apply with lefs dan- 
ger luxury as a ftimulus to the hufband- 
man. Yet, perhaps, if luxury were banifli- 
ed every climate ; or, if happinefs were 
fought after as the only and heft luxury; in- 
creafed population might anfwer the pur- 
pofe of a ftimulus, when there was a full 
demand for all products ; and increafed po- 
F f 4 pulation 
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piilation muft neceffarily fucceed when 
other luxuries are banifhed, fmce thefe have 
notorioufly deftroyed the generative facul- 
ties of the body, as well as thofe of the 
mind. 

The Laplander has few things to fpare: a 
little oil and fifh, feme furs and wooden 
xuenfils ; in the making of which, having 
very ordinary inftruments, they Ihew much 
ingenuity. What they have to fpare, and 
fomething more, they exchange with the 
Swedes and Danes, chiefly for brandy and 
other liquors ; and, befides giving a very 
high value, confume a great deal of time, 
and undergo great fatigue and danger to 
obtain them. 

The Laplanders are not entirely fhut up 
in their huts during winter ; they venture 
abroad at times to catch the bear, who 
at this feafon lies dozing in his cavern. 
Others, ftill more adventufousj journey in 
fledges drawn by rein-deer, acrofs the 
frightful mountains feparating Lapland 
from Nor\vay and Sweden, and carry va- 
rious articles to market. If we are to cre- 
dit 
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dlt Lasnius, from the fpecimens he has givea 
the world of Lapland poetry, the Lap- 
landers hazard too the moft perilous and 
diftant journies to vlfit their fweet-hearts. 

" Hade, hafte, my rein-deer ! let us quickly go 
Our am'rous journey o'er the dreary wafte: 
Haftc, my rein-deer ! ftill, ftill, thou art too flow. 
Impetuous love demands the lightning's hafte." 

Spectator. 

Le Monnler thus relates a journey in a 
fledge drawn by rein-deer : " The machine 
" this animal draws is a fort of boat, fcarce 
*' large enough to hold the half of one's 
*•' body. As this travelling in the fnow is 
*',a kind of navigation; that the veffel 
♦,' may fufFer the lefs refiftance in its courfe, 
*' it has a fharp head, and a keel like an or- 
'^ dinary boat, upon which it tumbles or 
** rolls from fide to fide. If the traveller is 
*' not very attentive to the management of 
*' the fledge, and keeping himfelf properly 
•' balanced in hjs feat, he is in danger 
f every moment of being thrown cut. The 
'■ rein- deer is harnelfed to the Hedge by a 
f* fingle thong of leather made fall to the 

" animal's 
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*' animal's neck. When he finds himfelf 
*' upon a beaten road he runs ■with incredi- 
*' ble fury : it is needlefs to attempt to ftap 
" iiim in his career ; and to pull the reins 
" which are fixed to his horns. This ferves 
"but to render him more furious, to run 
*' out of the ioa<i, or to kick at you with his 
*• heels. In the laft event, the perfon inthe 
** fledge turns it over himfelf as a buckler 
" againft this affault ; or elfe by drubbing 
^' the rein-deer with a ftick, which at the 
" fame time is neceffiry to dired: the fledge, 
*' and to keep it clear of the trunks of trees. 
'* The firft part of our journey from the 
" hut was performed in a moment ; the 
^*iiiotion of the fledge Was ^uick as the 
** flight of birds ; and although there was 
*" no beaten track upon the mountain's fide, 
** yet vpe were carried to its top very ra- 
*' pidly. The rein-deer, while we remain- 
** ed, dug deep holes in the fnow with their 
** hoof?, and browfed the mofs upon the 
*' rocks beneath it. The Laplander made 
4* a great fire, bijt tbe cold was fo exceflive, 

«' that 
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'? that the heat could reach but a fmall dif- 
f' tance; and though it melted the faow 
" immediately around, this was again fooq 
" frozen into a hearth of ice. 

"If our journey up hill had been pain* 
" ful, our concern now was, lefi; our r&, 
^' turn down ftiould be too rapid. The de- 
*' fcent was fteep ; and the ilcdge, though 
" partly funl^ among the fnow. Hid of itfelf. 
" Imagine to yourfelf our fituation, drawn 
" along by the fame furious animals ; which 
^' fmkiug in the fnow to their bellies, en->- 
" deavoured to fave themfelves by their 
'' fleetnefs. We foon found ourfelves at 
^' the bottom of the hill ; and in a moment 
■^ afterwards, we had paiTed the great river, 
" and come to the place from whence we 
'^ had fet out : we made hafte to get hack 
" to the Torneo ; which at our arrival, 30th 
^' December, had a moll frightful appcar- 
" ance. The little houfes were buried in 
" fnow ; which, if there had been any day- 
" light, mufl: have effeaually fliut it out. 
?* The fnow continually falling, or ready to 
'' fall, hid the fun for the few moments hp 
4 " remained 
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" remained above the horizon. In Janu- 
*' ary the cold was increafed to fuch an cx- 
•' tremity that M. Reaumur's thermometer, 
*• which at Paris in the great froft 1 709 
** it was thought ftrange to fee fall to 14" 
** below the freezing point, was now got 
** down to 37°. The fpirit of wine in the 
** others froze. If we opened the door of 
** a warm room, the external air inftantly 
*• converted the vapour of it into fnow, 
" whirling it round in white vortexes. If 
•' we went out, we felt as if the air was 
** tearing our breads afunder. The folitude 
** of the ftreets was not lefs than if the inha- 
*' bitants had been all dead. In this coun- 
** try, you may often fee people who have 
** had a leg or an arm frozen off. Some- 
" times the cold, always very great, in- 
*' creafes to fuch fudden and violent fits, as 
*' are.generally fatal to thofe who happen 
<* to be expofgd to it. At other times, 
** tempefts of fnow arlfe ftijl more danger- 
** ous : the winds, feeming to blow from 
*' every quarter at once, tofs about the fnow 

" with 
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« with fuch fury that in a moment all the 
*' roads are loft." 

Such is a Lapland winter ! The foul is 
chilled with the idea of it, and retreats to 
more hofpitable climes. 



m 



'1" 



f»\ 



LET- 



446 



LETTERS FROM 



LETTER XXXVIL 

.Account of Lapland continued. — New Code of 
Laws. — Natural Hijlory of the Rein-deer^ 
the mnfi ufefid Animal of the Brute Crea- 
atlon.— Cufoms and Manner Sf of the Lap' 
landers. — Error ofM. Maupertuis. — Lap- 
land Manufa£lures. — Of wild Animals 
common to this Country. — Specimen of Lap- 
land Poetry. — Lconomy of Nature. — Man-' 
ner of Fifing and Hunting — Cookery — 
Difeafes. — Plan to render the Laplanders 
more comfortable in their native Country. 

Ingrla, May lypr. 

I HAVE got into a talking humour about 
Lapland : this country and its inhabitants, 
at a very early period of life, attradled my 
attention ; I fcarched for every information 
relating to them : 1 hope foon to view them 
with my eye:;. I will folicit her Imperial 

Majefty 
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Majefty to make me prince and governor 
of Lapland, and be fatisfied with a very 
fmall revenue : in return I will teach them 
to be truly happy, even in the midA: of their 
fnows. As a fpecimen of my legiflative abi- 
lities, the following laws and regulations 
fliall inftantly take place upon my appoint- 
' ment. 

ift. The books of laws and government 
of all other nations, imported or fmuggled 
into Lapland, to be forfeited to the prince, 
and carefully locked up by him in a ftrong 
iron cheft, which fliall be called Fandordi 
Box : thefe books never to be read or re- 
moved, nor the name of the box changed, 
until the nations they relate to can demon- 
ftrate that they are happy, and in confe- 
quence of the UriQ. obfervance and execu- 
tion of their lavv^s. 

2dly. The importation of brandy and 
all fpirituous and intoxicating liquors pro- 
hibited upon pain of death. 

3dly. The Laplanders fhall have free- 
dom in the utmoft extent of that word : 
their old laws, religion, cuftoms and man- 
ners. 
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ners. Their prince fliall only endeavour topfe- 
vail upon them to alter thefe when they are 
evidently wrong or filthy, by placing among 
them young Laplanders educated under his 
own infpe£tio'n, and whofe examples they 
will undoubtedly follow, when they fee how 
much happie!r the change in their houfehold 
accommodations, their drefs and manners j 
comparing them to the circumftances in 
which they had themfelves feen the young 
Laplanders before they had been taken to 
be educated. 

4thly. All fucceeding princes {hall, under 
forfeiture of the crown, obferve and confine 
themfelves to the above three regulations:, 
and never make any alterations or additions 
whatever, until a general aflembly is held 
in Lapland, of one reprefentative from every 
nation upon earth ; and unlefs a majority of 
thefe can agree in two points, what is hap- 
pinefs and what is liberty, the three re- 
gulations fhall ftill remain in force. This I 
am determined fhall conftitute my whole 
code of laws, and the only addition to thofe 
fimple ones which the natives already have 

among 
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among them. Murder is punlflied by death ; 
theft by reftoring the property ftolen or its 
value, and moft other crimes by the fhame 
and infamy attending the detection of them. 
To the honour of many of the northern na- 
tions, the accuftomary oath among them 
vvas, " May fhame be my puniftiment if I 
lie!" This oath regarded giving teftimony 
in vsrhatever caufe their evidence was, de- 
manded. 

Perhaps it may be deemed a fymptom of 
tyranny, that, in w^riting of my kingdom in 
expectancy, I begin the hiftory of the brute 
animal creation in Lapland, in preference 
to the hiftory of human animals. I will 
not aftedt to deny, that the rein-deer, in the 
prefent ftate of things, muft remain, for 
fome time, the moft refpedl: able of my fub- 
jeds; and without forcing him to fpeak, I 
may draw from his hiftory and example in- 
ftru£tion to mankind, and in particular to 
my intended fubje<£ls. 

The rein-deer is a varying fpecies of the 
deer kind peculiar to Lapland ; they are 
the chief dependence and riches of the Lap- 

yoL. I. G g landers, 
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landers, and are efteemed by them as money 

is by other nations. The rein-deer are the 

Laplander's horl'es ; they draw their carts 

and fledges : they are their cows ; they live 

upon their fleOi and their milk : they are 

their £heep ; they are clothed with their 

■Ikins : and their gods too ; the rein-deer ftar 

is worflhipped by the Laplanders. In their 

folemn facrifices the horns of the rein-deer 

are offered as the moft precious gift. The 

ancients gave place to their heroes, the mur- 

deret-s of mankind, among the ftars. ■ I wil'l 

fay nothing of the comparati%'e merits of 

the rein-deer and the hero, for apartments in 

the fkiesi '; :..■ 

' The food of the rein-deer is moft; ind 

hdrCkatilre has provided for them abund*- 

ance of this vegetable : hut the frozen fnow, 

durihg' the long 'wintel-, tovering' it^ to fuch 

a depth, renders it very difficult to be had 

at this feafon : the Laplanders affi therefore 

very careful in gathering and pteferving the 

rh6fs for their herds • they treat it nearly in 

the fame manner as we do liay, tnaking it up 

into ricks in autumn. They take from 

2 - thefe 
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tliefe ricks, after it has fuSciently dried, 
fuch a quantity within doors, as may ferve 
a week. This mofs hay is firft waflhed in 
boiling water, before it is given to cows or 
fheep : it is befides mixed with a little fait 
and meal, to render it palatable to animals 
that have not been accuftomed to fuch pro- 
vender. The mofs, thus prepared, becomes 
very nourifhing and wholefome t the mut- 
ton fed with it is very fweet and juicy, and 
the milk of the cows is greatly increafed. 
Neither cows nor fheep are natives of 
Lapland; they arc imported from Norway, 
Sweden, or Ruilia ; and although, in fum- 
mer, parts of the country produce a little 
grafs, they could never furvive the winter 
without this care and method for their fuf- 
tenance. 

The rein- deer requires not this care in 
regard to food. He prefers eating the mofs 
when it is fullefc of juices, which would kill 
the other animals ; and rather than eat the 
dried mofs with meal and fait, he greedily 
feizes every opportunity, when out of doors, 
to fcarch for his favourite provender, in its 
G g 2 pri- 
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primitive ftate, and, removing the fnow with 
his hoofs, certainly finds it. He fmells 
the mofs, however deeply buried under the 
fnow, and never digs where it is not to be 
found. When the weather permits in win- 
ter, the lierdfmen take the rein-deer to the 
field : if they refufe to dig, he knows that 
no mofs is in it, and condndts them to 
others, until the rein-deer ftop of them- 
felves and dig. This practice faves the hay 
for fevere weather, when the herds cannot 
with fafety be allowed to go abroad ; to fuch 
extremes of cold is this country expofed. 
Sometimes the mofs is fcarce in the fields, 
and the hay of confequence exhaufted at 
home. This is the oillv circuraftance which 
obliges the Laplander to kill this ufeful ani- 
mal ; and when they can no longer provide 
milk, butter, and cheefc to their mafter, 
they yield up their life. 

This noble creature not only ferves every 
purpofe which the brute creation aufwer 
to mankind, but in feveral inftances is his 
guardian and ^dvifer. In the long journies 
to Ruffia, Sweden, and Norway, during the 

cold 
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cold feafon, the Laplanders are frequently 

involved in thoie whirlwinds of fnow de- 

fcribed by M. Manpertuis ; the fagacious 

rein-deer fmells the coming ftorm : he 

fhews expreffive figns of fear, and proceeds 

with reludance. The Laplander knows 

the value and truth of this predidion, and 

flies with his cattle to the firft llielter, 

where, kindling a fire, he remains all night, 

or until the rein-deer fhews an inclination 

to continue the journey; for thefe animals 

are anxious to go forward ; no fatigue jades 

them, if the mailer allows them even a very 

moderate (hare of reft and provifiou. Thefe 

journies are inconceivably dangerous : not 

only the whirlwinds are to be dreaded, but 

the precipices in the country are fometimes 

fo difguifed with the fnow as not to be dif- 

covered. In journeying down a Iteep de- 

fcent the rein- deer is placed behind the 

fledge, and the fledge runs of itfelf. The, 

Laplander guides himfelf, in a country where 

there are no roads, by the ftars, which ferve 

to him as road pofts ; and while the rein.- 

deer is carrying him over the earth, the 

G g 3 rein. 



H\ 



W\ 



454 BETTERS FROM 

rein- deer ftar in heaven diredls his 
courfe. 

As the reinrdeer is the chief wealth of 
the Laplanders, fo he is, alfo, the only ani^ 
mal, except a few cows and flieep, that is 
domefticated : the herds 'vvill fometimes 
amount to feveral thoufands. Few of the 
inhabitants have lefs than 40 or 50 in their 
herds. The Laplanders are lefs afraid of 
any perfonal evjl to themfelves, than of ac- 
cidents and difeafes to their rein-deer. 
This ufeful animal is iri the fummer feafon 
grievoufly- afflided by the mufquitpes or 
gnats that fwarm at this fultry feafon of the 
year. Thefe infeSs drop their eggs among 
the hair upon the rein-deer's back ; the egg 
quickly produces a worm, which working 
itfelf into the fkin finds a lodging, to the 
great torment of the deer. At this unfortu- 
nate feafon, too, the rein-deer fheds his 
horns, and is thereby prevented from freeing 
himfelf of his tormentors. Senfible of the 
approaching danger, and of his incapacity to 
rub his enemy from their lodgements, he 
Hies, hi^ laft relburce, to the moqntaiji tops, 

where 
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where the winter's cold is in part preferved. 
This climate is not vilited by the gnat ; or 
if fome, more daring than ordinary, purfue 
the rein-deer even to his laft retreat, he 
fees the coming foe, pricks up his ears, 
fliakes his body, his head and his tail, and, 
fiiorting with the utaiollviolencej endeavours 
thus to frighten away the winged fcorpions. 
He continues here, upon the defenfive, for 
feveral days, nay for weeks together. He 
fubmits to reniaia in thofe cold quarters, 
and to the pangs of hunger, infeniible to 
every torment but the gnat. It is only the 
wild rein-deer, however, that has it in his 
power to fly to the mountains : the others 
are carefully watched in fummer, left they 
likewife (hould take the fame journey ; yet 
the ftupid Laplander ufes no means for 
their relief. It is recommended by M. Ju- 
terbeg to anoint the bodies of the rein-deer, 
with a liquid compofed of tar and milk : 
he adds, that the Laplanders ufe tliis prepara- 
tion upon their Ikins, to defend themfelves. 
It is wonderful indeed that they do not ap- 
ply a remedy, found beneficial to their own 
G g 4 bodies. 
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bodies, to their favourite rein-deer. " It is 
probable," fays M. Jiiterbeg, « that the infed: 
" would , cautioufly avoid trufting its eggs 
" to fuch a prepofterous matriK, for every 
" thing that is fat becomes mortal to infeds 
« by obftruding their pores." The backs 
of the rein-deer, and no doubt of the bear 
and other animals, are fuppofcd to nourifli 
the chryfalis of the gnat during winter ; but 
furely the fkins of all the quadrupeds in the 
creation could not contain thofe myriads 
of gnats which take wing in fummer-— the 
iky frequently becomes dark, obfcured by 
a cloud of infedls. I have witnefled this in 
the more fouthern parts of Ruffia ; and as 
the heat of a Lapland fummer exceeds that 
of Ruffian Ingria, the effeds muft be greater. 
I think the remedy of tar and milk might 
free the rein-deer of this difeafe, but not 
the northern climate of gnats. M. Mauper- 
tuis fays, that he obferved the furface of a 
lake in Lapland fo covered with little yel- 
lowifh grains, the fize of a millet, that the 
water was difcoloured with them. He took 
this for the chryfalis of fome infed, which he 
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fancied was one kind of tliofe flies which 
infefted the rein-deer. This is a ftrange 
conjeaure of M. Maupertuis. The flying 
fifh is the only production of the waters, 
in my recolledion, which vifits the airy re- 
gions. The hairy backs of quadrupeds, and 
the cold furface of the lakes, are two fuch 
oppofite nurferies, that we cannot reconcile 
for a moment the idea, that the tender chry- 
falis of winged infers, preferved by extreme 
heat, can be equally foftered in both fitua- 
tions. 

It is agreed, that the eggs depofited in 
fummer among the rein-deer's hair, pro- 
duce the gnats the following fummer : now, 
the fame procefs being allowed with that of 
the eggs depofited in the lakes, what muft 
become of the tender chryfalis when the wa- 
ters are frozen ? How different the lodging 
beneath the rein-deer's ikin, and beneath 
or upon the frozen field of ice and fnow ! 

1 have noticed in Ingria, that where the 
lands are cultivated, and cleared of trees and 
brufh-wood, the gnats are not fo numerous 
as in the neighbourhood of forefls ; nay, the 
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winged clouds, v^^hich at times obfcure the 
heavens, vifibly afcend every day from the 
forefts ; a certain proof that they are the 
nurferies in winter of thefe tormentors, who 
in fummer, too, receive fiaelter In them from 
the heat, as in the other feafon from the 
cold. The comparative number of eggs 
lodged in the backs of animals muft be fmall 
to that in the crevices of the beech and fir- 
trees. 

The Laplander and his rein-deer are fo 
nearly conneSed together, that it would be a 
difficult attempt to treat of them feparately. 
In fummer the Lapland herdfmen ered near 
the beft paftures, tents, and cover them 
with the fkin of this ufefut creature, who 
had bled under his knife during a fcarcity 
of provifion in winter, and now ihades his 
inafter from the fultry heat, while he tends 
the furvivors of the herd. The fifherraan 
likewife dwells um/er the Jkade of the rein- 
deer^ while be profecutes his occupation 
upon the lakes and rivers : nor does this 
animal merely ferve as an ^article' of ufe, 
but of ornament ; the Lapland females draw 
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out his finews into thread, which they have 
the art of gilding, and with this thread they 
embroider their clothes. It muft be a very 
barren country indeed where a woman can- 
not find fomething with which to ornament 
her perfon. The rein- deer is to the Lap- 
land females, what the filk-worm is to the 
Perfian ladies. Nature fupplies in every 
clime produdions v.'hich, though appa- 
rently oppofite in quaUty, anfwer nearly 
the fame ends when aided by ingenuity and 
induftry. 

The animals common to Lapland, befidesi 
the rein-deer, are the bear, the wolf, the elk, 
the ermine : of thefe the Laplanders kill as 
many by hunting and otherwife as they 
can, for the fake of their flefh as well as of 
their fkins. Winter is the feafon for hunt- 
ing, and when the bear has retired to his 
cave, end the wolf and elk, pinched by hun- 
ger, affemble near the habitations of men. 
In fummer the wild animals are more fhy, 
and the human natives have neither horfes 
nor hounds to purfue them. The bow and 
arrow, and fnares, are the only inftruments 
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made ufe of here m deftroying the brute 
creation. To fecure the bear is the moil 
dangerous fport, notwithftanding he is fee- 
ble during the winter, and in fpring owing 
to that torpid ftate in which he has paffed 
the winter, and that, if we are to credit the 
naturaUft, the only fuftenance he has is in 
fucking his paws, raifing thereby a froth 
upon them, which he Ucks. The wolf, of 
a very different complexion, prowls through 
the fnowy wildernefs : every creature is 
his prey ; while the bear {lumbers, he is 
the ' lion of the foreft ; the fole difturber 
of the night, while, as the Lapland poet 
writes, 

" From th' icy yalle)" howling to the morn." 

Love and war have, from the beginning 
of the w^orld, been the firft fubjeds of po- 
etry. The Laplanders have.no ftate of war- 
fare but with the bear, and with him they 
recordtheir exploits. It is this animal alone 
who difputcs witli the Laplander the prize 
of courage. When the bear is conquered, 
a feaft is prepared, and the following fong 
is chanted in full chorus : 
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Of all the foreft beafts, on hill or plain, 
Thee we revere, though now fubdu'd and flain. 
Thanks to tlie gods who fent fuch noble prey ; 
Our huts arc fillM with health, our hearts with joy. 
Soon as the fun, tlie glorious lamp of day, 
Hides him behind the hills, and flieds his ev'ning ray, 
I'll hie me home ; and mirth, all clad in flowers, 
Shall reign within my tent !- Sweet joy the hours 
Shall fill, for three long niglits, within our doors. 
With tranfport we will climb the mountain's brow ; 
Renew the chafe thofe pieafures to renew. '''^ 

Joy fpreads around^ joy brought this morni/ig's light.' 
And fiiall attend the clofing of the night. 
With carols foft we fhall enchant the bear ; 
Our fongs will prove how much we him revere ; 
O glorious game, we ftill expeft thee here. 

A Laplander, who has killed a bear, Is 
forbid to lie with his wife for feveral fuc- 
ceeding nights, probably upon the idea 
that his ftrength has been exhaufted in 
fuch hazardous and laborious work. 

It might be imagined that, in a country 
abounding with wild animals, the herds 
would often fall a prey to them. But tliefe 
are defended by herdfmen ; and the. wolf, 
even pinched by fevere hunger, is afraid of 
the human figure and voice ; and when it 
is knov/n that, in the inhabited parts of 
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Africa, even children armed with flicks 
chafe away the lion, it will feem no way 
wonderful that wolves are kept at bay. 

In fummer the Laplanders are well fup- 
plied with food : earth, fea, and iky, offer 
them plenty; for, at thisfeafon, large flights 
of geefe, ducks, and other birds, vifit the 
country, and fupply an additional di(h to 
their more common ones from the rivers 
and woods. Thefe birds leave the north- 
ern regions at the approach of winter, and 
the other animals would probably do fo too 
had they wings, and were they not at the 
fame time covered with warm furs. From 
this fpontaneous larder the natives might 
lay up, for the cold feafon, when the feas 
and rivers, when earth and air, are fliut 
againft them, a fufficient*quantity of pro- 
vifions. The Laplanders have not the art 
of curing meat, and before they have con- 
fumed one half the other is rotten. Ex- 
perience has proved that faked food is un- 
wholfome, nay fatal, in extreme cold cli- 
mates ; yet it is remarkable, that the inha- 
bitants of no];thern countries are the fondeft 
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of fait 'dlflies. The reverfe is the cafe in 
hot countries, where fait is a natural pro- 
dudion. Whether falted meat is the moft 
wholefome diih for the natives of the lands 
•which produce fait, or whether a mode- 
rate feafoning is beft for all, I will not 
determine ; nature, ever attentive to the 
prefervation of her* creatures, affords the 
northern nations an e,'«fy and ready method 
to cure their winter provifions, by expofing 
them to the froft. It would be well if the 
Laplanders would obferve this method with 
the fifh and fowl and other animals that are 
caught at the beginning and during winter, 
inftead of keeping them within their huts, 
where, though there is not heat enough to 
warm themfelves, there is enough to fpoil 
their provifions; ^nd the fcents arifing from 
the putriiled ftores could be fuffered only by 
a Laplander, whofe fenfes of feeling, tafte, 
and fmell feem exceedingly well adapted 
to the evils refulting, either from the cli- 
mate, or from his lazy and dirty habits. 
He is more ingenious in catching than in 
curing food. 

A Lap- 
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A Lapland fifher makes a hole in the Ice 
of the lakes and fivers: through this he 
drops lines and nets. Their induftry and 
osconomy are as furprifing in fome things, 
as they are negledled in others. They 
make an excellent glue of fifh Ikins. They 
dry them : then they put them in cold wa- 
ter to foak, and to render it more eafy to 
take off the fcales. Several of the flcins. 



thus 



prepared, are put into the rein-deer's 



bladder, in order that in the operation of 
boiling nothing but the fteam may mix 
with them. Half an hour is allowed in 
boiling, particular care being taken to keep 
the fkins under water. This ended, the bags 
are taken out, and the fkins thus reduced 
to a glue of the very bcft quality. 

In the chafe the Laplander difcovers ftill 
greater ingenuity than in fifhing. He pur- 
fues the game upon wooden Ikaits. Thefe 
are made of fir, about two feet in length, 
and half a foot in breadth, turning up at 
the ends. When the fnow is frozen hard 
at the furface, the Laplander, by means of 
thefe {kaits, appears to fiy along, and with 



amazing 



cm 



9 10 11 12 13 14 15 



SCANDINAVIA. 



4% 



amazing rapidity: but unlefs tlie fnow is 
frozen hard, the fnow-ftioes ferve rather to 
prevent him from fmking into it, than to 
expedite his journey ; and while the frozen 
farface favours the purfuer, it prevents the 
animal purfued from efcaping ; as u is 
difficult to run upon a flippery road. 
Some writers record that the Laplander 
proceeds upon his fkalts with the utmoft 
rapidity down the mountain's fide, or up 
the moft craggy precipice, pufliing himfelf 
along with a pole held in his hand. The 
ahfurdity of fuch expeditions is obvious. 
He muft be a very wretched fkaiter who 
accelerates his motion with a pole, and a 
very excellent one who can flcait up a 
precipice. The pole ferves the Laplander 
to prevent him at times from falling, and 
to ftop Ihort his expedition, as well as to 
flrike the game when he has overtaken it. 

As the women of Holland and other 
northern nations partake, and are equally ikil- 
ful at thefe exercifes as the men, fo the Lap- 
land females are expert at fkaiting ; but they 
do not frequently join in hunting or fhoot- 
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ing with the arrow. The men not only mo- 
nopolize the right of killing animals, but of 
cooking them. Like the Grecian heroes, 
they are famous for drefling pork-fteaks. It 
is the poft of honour in the houfe, to broil 
the hams of a bear or an elk upon the coajs. 
Their raefies are very delicious : they pound 
dried fi£h in a kind of mortar, with nearly 
an equal portion of the tender bark of the 
birch tree ; this is baked into bread : but in 
wealthy families who indulge in luxurious 
living, a little oatmeal, or even flour, is added. 
Beef fteaks they can eat very well without 
bread : this fcarce article is feldom ufed but 
with milk or with broth. Their broth is 
thus prepared : the blood of the rein-deer is 
carefully preferved in his own bladder; 
when they wifh to have broth, they add to a 
certain meafure of blood, water and flour, 
which are boiled together. 

The inhabitants of the north, particularly 
of Siberia, have a curious but fimplc metho4 
of making a fort of brandy. They put the 
grain of any kind they are poffefl'ed of un- 
der ground and in facks, during the heat of 
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fummer. A fermentation foon takes place, 
and it becomes malt, which is then fepa- 
rated from the chaff by beating it in a 
wooden or ftone mortar with a peftle. The 
mak, thus prepared, is baked into cakes by 
means of a little hot water, and afterwards 
dri^d. The fpirit is made, when wanted, by 
ileepinp- one or more cakes in boiling wa- 
tcr, which is quickly impregnated, or con- 
verted into a ftrong liquor. The milk ot 
the rein-deer is kept in different forts of 
veffels for winter u1e : this milk is thickened 
with forrel or berries. The frozen blood 
of that animal is the portable fcup of the 
Laplanders : when cither the frozen milk or 
blood is ufed, the quantity wanted is cut off" 
•vfiih' a knifb. Excellent cheef^ is made 
during fumraer of the rcln-deer's milk. 
What is eaten at^thls feafon is new cheefe : 
tliey boil what is intended for freezing, as 
the'dieefe is fo fat that it would hardly 
freeze without this operation. 

Nor are the Laplanders Icfs flailed in the 

art of drefling vegetables.— I fee you fmile 

while I am praifing the Lapland arts. This 
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fmile originates in a wrong idea of what 
good living confifts in : the Lapland difhes 
fupply food to the fprings of life ; the table 
of a modern epicure poifon to every vein. 
Here are no vegetables, bat fuch as grow 
fpontaneoufly in the field. The root ange- 
lica is a favourite faliad — they eat it gene- 
rally v/ith whale oil ; a very important ar- 
ticle in the Lapponian cookery. Their chil- 
dren learn early to fuck this liquid; and if one 
may judge of what is beft for health, by its 
t-Heas upon the young Laplanders and Sa- 
moieids, the variety of glaffes in our apo- 
thecaries' fliop& may be, difufed, their con^ 
tents thrown out, and a few jars of whale 
and fea-dog effence put in their ftead. The 
Laplanders boil and roaft many vegetable 
roots, as well as eat them raw with fait or 
oil. The tender bark of the birch tree is 
their celery, and they eat it greedUy after 
having dipped it in the whale fauce. In 
ihort, whale oil is a fauce they ufe to all 
kinds of viands, and eatables of every de- 
iaoinination. 

The Ruffians ai-e not behind hand in the 
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love of oil, though the oil is of more deli- 
cate quality. A Ruffian dips his bread, his 
fifh, his vegetables, his pork-chops, and even 
caviar (the fatteft and moll lufcious difh in 
the world) in oil. I believe this quantity 
of blubber, which the common Ruffians are 
perpetually fipping, ferves to correct and to 
prevent the bad effedts of the equal quan- 
tity of fpirituous liquors poured upon their 
vitals. The oil ferves as a coat of mail to 
the ftomach of a Ruffian, as it naturally 
repels other liquids. The Laplanders are 
not more hurt by ufmg fpirituous liquors, 
than by water procured by melting fnow. 
Their copious draughts of oil no doubt 
alleviate the difeafes produced by drinking 
fnow water, or it is frequently a preventa- 
tive of them. 

The attempts to promote agriculture in 
Lapland have been not only fruitlcfs, but 
very prejudicial to the natives. The ex- 
treme cold of this climate is unfavourable to 
, the growth of trees. The natives, depend- 
ing much upon timber for fuel, faw their 
woods burned by colonial farmers. The 
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produce of the cleared grounds will never 
pay the damage, and the governments of 
Ruflia, Sweden, and Denmark fhould no 
longer perfift in imaginary, while they 
might forward pradicable, improvements. 
Let colonifts be eftablifhed in Lapland, Sa- 
moieida,and other northern provinces,for the 
purpofe of teaching the inhabitants how to 
render their prefent fituation more comfort- 
able. For inftance, let the colonifts build 
commodious huts and villages of timber, as 
in Finland, with ftoves and chimneys : let 
them -be drefied after the manner of the 
Laplanders, which is bed adapted for the 
climate, but let this drefs be clean; let a 
Ihirt of linen be added, and ablutions in 
water frequently performed, as well as ftri£t 
obfervance of cleanlinefs in every particular. 
The Laplanders would foon follow their 
example. Man is an imitative animal, and 
will purfue either virtue or vice, induftry 
or profligacy, as it is held out to him by 
the example of others. 

Thefe are the fimple improvements and 

lefTons reccmmended for the natives of the 
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pole : their prefent fituation renders them 
incapable, and it^ is to be feared that local 
circuinftances always will render them in- 
capable, of any other improvements. 
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